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patter with my friend from Texas. I waar to 
; _ eenerous friend an opportunity to explain 
give mp esterday harshly on my ear. hat 
om d aed in common parlance by poor men, 
ven he lazzaroni; they are not absolute pau- 
og nates of houses of charity; but they are 
i “ blessed with this world’s goods, You 
af vo everywhere. Sir, there are more than 
= thousand of them in sight of this Capitol to- 
a | should, perhaps, not be extravagant if 
(oi d twenty thousand. They are poor—so re- 
ded by their neighbors; so understood by 
” Jves; poor, as contradistinguished from 
— rich, or even well to do in the world. 
aS are the sort of people who want homes. 
It may be well enough for gentlemen born with 
silver spoons in their mouths—as I certainly was 
not-it may be well enough for those who inherit 
fortunes, to spurn the wants of the poor; I can- 
not. 1 came from among the poor. I was one of 
them; born to no fortune but poverty, I strug- 
gled through the earlier years of my life for a 
living. I recollect the people from among whom 
| came; and I never hear a taunt thrown to them 
that | do not feel disposed to say a word in their 
defense. Sir, they are the bone and sinew of your 
land. They are the muscle of your Army and 
your Navy. Whenever you want food for pow- 
der, when you want soldiers, they do not come 
from Fifthavenues, nor from Wallor State streets; 
they do not come from the families of your mil- 
lionaires. If you want men to stand in the line, 
and to fight the enemies of your country, to play 
the soldier, you take them from the class of peo- 
ple to which I have alluded. Sir, those who set- 
tle on one hundred and sixty acres—those who 
have settled in my own State, those who have 
settled by thousands and tens of thousands in the 
State from which the Senator comes; those who 
have settled all over the West, and spread them- 
selves out from one extremity of your landed 
States to the other—they are the men who make 
upyour poor. They do not lack bone nor muscle 
nor brains; still less, sir, do they lack patriotism. 
Mr. WIGFALL. I would merely ask the Sen- 
ator—let us be a little accurate in criticism—will 
the bill before us grant them land? 
Mr. BROWN. Yes. , 
Mr. WIGFALL. Then how do you say tha 
the men who formed the Mississippi regiment, 
who have done these deeds of valor, who have 
bone and muscle, are men who will be benefited 
under the provisions of this bill? The men who 
filled that Mississippi regiment were landholders; 
they were men of substance; they were men who 
had the capital that | have spoken of; they were 
men who supported themselves; they were free- 
men; they had bought their free homes; they 
ed on that which was their own, and which they 
had paid for, They never begged orstole. They 
were respectable, decent men, and that is the char- 
acter of the people of Mississippi. They were 
men who would not go on one hundred and sixty 
acres if given to them, nor hold them as a gift. 
You speak of Texas. I say there are no men in 
Texas who have ever received donations of public 
lands. We have no paupers there; and we have 
Sot no men, at least none who have come into the 
State since annexation, who have not paid for all 
they own. I speak in defense of Mississippi as 
well as Texas, z 
ter deen ae of am much obliged to my fiend 
a 1 Dy 
mah ton Ssippi against any suppose 
7 ERGFALL. I really considered it so. 
baw ae ne The Senator thinks so. Sir, I 
itdens at belongs.to the honor of my State; and | 
a Pate very kindly for Seuators to tell me 
S mane ngaammalipon my own constituents. 
a ae nest ve never charged me with being 
or in their defense here orelsewhere. It does 
ong to Senators from adjoining States to 
‘aunt me with being unfaithful to my own constit- 
Vents. Let them ic for thei y 3 I 
have held th: speak for their own States. 
have been t oi language on other occasions; and 
to the H Wice returned to this body, and twice 
Ouse of Representatives. Tihat my con- 
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stituents operove of all my views, I do not pre- 
tend; but I doubt if they will thank the Senator 
from Texas and my friend from Alabama for the 
special guardianship which those gentlemen are 
assuming for them. 

I have said that the bold men, with bone and 
muscle and brains, were entitled to one hundred 
and sixty acres of land; and so they are. They 
bought the right and paid for it. My proposition 
does not propose to give it to them. pee where 
the graduation bill came from. It was an Ala- 
bama proposition. I recollect that my friend from 
Alabama [Mr. Cray] was exceedingly anxious 
that it should pass. It reduced Alabama lands to 
twelve and a half cents an acre. It reduced Mis- 
sissippi lands to that standard very nearly. Gen- 
tlemen from the land States at that time were very 
anxious to have it pass, You, sir, (Mr. Firz- 
PATRICK in the chair,) were anxious for its pas- 
sage. That graduation was next to giving it 
away. You reduced the price to the lowest stand- 
ard—reduced it to twelve and a half cents an acre; 
and I now declare, what all men know, that the 
graduation bill has furnished homes, in a given 
time, to more homeless people than all the bills that 
ever passed Congress. Now, 1 appeal to Senators 
whether, under the operation of that bill, men 
who have bought homes at twelve and a half cents 
an acre are not as patriotic, and have not as much 
brain and muscle and kone, as those who had the 
means to pay a dollar and a quarter an acre? 

Gentlemen speak of men as being worthless, 
when they cannot buy land at $1 25 an acre, in the 
paltry little quantity of one hundred and sixty 
acres. Letmeask gentlemen how many patriotic | 
men there are in all the States, who would have 
been entirely unable to buy land at $1 25, and 
who secured comfortable homes, when we re- 
duced the price to twelve find a half cents per 
acre? You reduced it with a view to encourage 
that state of things. Men who have never seen | 
the misfortunes with which the settler in a fron- 
tier country has to contend can have no idea of 
his difficulties and dangers, his toils, his troubles, 
and his embarrassments. Why, sir, imagine a 
man going from Virginia, or Maryland, or New 
York, or elsewhere, into one of the western States, 
settling down upon a piece of land, with muscles 
and bones and brains, to earn an honest liveli- 
hood for himself, his wife, and three or four chil- 
dren. He sets to work in good earnest to make | 
an honest living. It is not his fault, and certainly 
it is not his crime, if disease fall upon him. Itis 
no crime of his if the season be unpropitious. It 
is no crime of his if bankruptcy should overspread 
the country and destroy the value of his products. 
Misfortunes of a thousand kinds may break him 
up at the end of a year—leaving him not only 
destitute of money, but even a debtor on account 
of the year’s labor. Where is he to obtain the 

















# to enter one hundred and sixty acres of land? 
e has reared his little cabin, cleared his little spot 
of ground, fenced it in, and made preparation for 
another crop; and if you will indulge him the next | 
year, or three, or four, or five years, he may be | 
able to pay for his home; but stop him at the end 
of one year,as your law nowdoes, and the chances | 
are three to one that some man with money, who 
may have neither muscle, nor bones, nor brain, 
but who has gold, will come and enter his home | 
and turn him adrift on the world. What encour- | 
agement has such a man to struggle against the | 





cold charities of your laws? 
Mr. President, 1 am opposed to treating the |! 
settlers ou the public land in this way. My prop- 
osition does not give the land to anybody. It 
simply, under proper guards and restrictions, au- 
thorizes the man who settles a piece of land to 
occupy it so long as he chooses to occupy it. 
Whenever, from any cause, he desires the utle, 
then my bill requires him to pay for it; but it 
does not compel him to pay at the end of one year, | 
or two years, or four years. Misfortune may be 
close upon his heels; death may take its cold 
embrace his wife and children; he may struggle 
against a thousand misfortunes; but—mark m 
words—whenever that man makes the land wort 


| on the question now 1 
remarks will have some little reference to the 
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more than the Government minimum, and has 
the money, he will pay for it, That pride to which 
the honorable Senator from Texas has appealed 
would tell him to do it. The natural desire of 
every man to be the owner in fee of his own es- 
tate will prompt him to it. A desire to be a land- 
holder, and to be independent, will urge him on. 
He will work all the more earnestly, and with all 
the more zeal and energy, because your law does 
not cramp him either in body or mind. I implore 
you, sir, not to maintain the harsh rule which 
compels this man to have the money at a stated 
day, or be turned out of his home? 

r. President, there is no use in closing our 
eyes to stubborn facts. Take up the newspapers 
from our western States, and what do we find? 
Half the controversies, half the murders, half the 
scenes of bloodshed, grow out of this matter of 
disturbing squatters on the public lands. A man 
settles down and bestows his labor on a piece of 
land, and some man with more money comes and 
buys it—buys it from the Government—the Gov- 
ernment thus selling out one man to another, the 
Government selling one man’s home to another, 


| who chances to have more moneysto pay for it. I 
| amagainstthe system. I am for protecting men in 


their settlements. My bill does not propose to give 
the land. It proposes to give the right of occupan- 
cy, and to give it until the man who settles is pre- 
pared to pay for the soil the price which the Gov- 
ernmentasks. Then, whatdo yougive? Yougive 
the bare chance of selling the land fora number of 
years, You may lose the interest see which 
at six percent. 1s justtwelve dollars. For that you 
get fair pay. You takea family from among thecon- 
sumers, and put them in the more profitable class of 
producers. You take them from the purlieus of 
ourcities and your towns, where you found them 
in squalid poverty, and make them independent 
settlers upon one hundred and sixty acres of land. 
You take their children out of the streets, where 
they beg their bread from door to door, and plant 
them on a piece of land which is yours, and teach 
them energy, industry and perseverance, by the 
rotection which yougivethem. The man himself, 
his wife and little children, will all become more 
energetic because they feel that the Government 


| has extended over them its protectingarm and will 
| never allow them to be disturbed, 


Let misfor- 
tunes come; let sickness, with all its blighting and 
withering influence, fall upon them—there is no 
heart sickness unless some man of money come 
and turn them out of doors. They feel secure; they 
feel that the Government has given them security. 


| Such a family will be patriotic. They will be pa- 
| triots in despite of all the influence you can bring 


tobearonthein. They will feel grateful to the Gov- 
ernment which thus protects them. But if the 
man stricken by disease, living under a cloudless 
sky, with no rains descending to fructify the soil, 
is heartlessly turned adrift by the act of his Gov- 
ernment, and he and his wife and little children 
compelled to seek a refuge in some forest home, 
can he be a patriot? If you want a soldier, will 
he shoulder his musket? Ten to one he will sa 
‘*No; why should, I love a Government whie 
treats me thus? Why should I love a Govern- 
ment that gives up its land to be roamed over by 
bears and wolves, and other beasts, and denies to 
me, patriot that Lam, patriot that I would ever be, 
the privilege of ocewpying it?” 

But, Mr. President, I did not intend to make a 
speech on the subject. “ 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. President, I gave notice 
of an intended amendment which I shall prepose 
at a proper time, when it will be in order, From 
the questions now pending, I presume it is not 
now in order to propose any amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, It will not be 
in order at this stage of the proceedings. 

Mr. GREEN. But I give notice of it, and I 
will read it, because I want to make a few remarks 

Lan the Senate, and my 


amendment I intend to propose. My amendment 
is, to substitute for the whole bill this provision: 
That the provisions of all the existing preémption laws 
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be, and the same are hereby, extended forthe time of pay- 
ment to the space of two years; and that if, at or before 
the termination of the two years, the preémptor shall elect 
to pay for any legal subdivision of such quarter section, the 
balance not thus paid for shall be subject to private entry | 
according to existing laws. 

It will be seen at once that this proposes a change 
in the preémption law. The preémption law now 
is, that the land must be paid for in one year. 
This gives two. The preémption law authorizes 
a preémptor to take possession of one quarter 
section; and he must pay for all, or forfeit all. 
My amendment proposes that he may pay for 
even one quarter of a geasted tick is forty | 
acres—and the rest that he does not pay for falls 
back, subject to private entry under general laws. | 

I intend to move this amendmentasa substitute 
for all that has been called a homestead bill. It 
is better for the country, better for the people, and 
will result better for the Government. Home- 
stead! Thatis the popularcry. Who is there 
that has the power to make a Lemitend? Not 
the Federal Government; and all this talk about 
a homestead in the Federal Congress is a nonen- 
tity and an absurdity, ‘The moment that the title | 
passes out of the Federal Government, the land | 
1s subject to State laws; and I beg my particular 
friend from Tennessee to remember, when he talks | 
about making a homestead, how long does it con- 
tinue? Just so long as the title remains ir the | 
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Jnited States; and the very moment it passes from |! 


the United States to the individual your power 
over it ceases. While he is a serf, it is a home- | 
stead. 
ject to State law; and, under the judgment and | 
execution of Tennessee, it may be sold from him 
the nextday. Homestead! If the States want | 
homesteads, let them make them. If Tennessee 
desires a homestead, why does she not pass a | 
homestead law? 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. She hasdoneit. 
Mr.GREEN Very well, let them execute it. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. We do. 
Mr.GREEN. Youdo. Thatisall right enough 
with your own property, and with your own citi- 
zens; but with the property ofthe United States, 
outside of Tennessee, what business have you to 
interfere to make homesteads? This Federal Gov- | 
ernment was created for certain limited and defi- | 
nite purposes. The public land belonging to it is | 
to be administered for the general benefit, to pay | 
the debts and expenses of the Government; and | 


| Mr. GREEN. 


When the title is vested in him, it is sub- || 
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et him pay for a less amount—forty acres, or 
| eighty acres, or one hundred and twenty acres. 
| Every man may not be prepared to pay for one 
hundred and sixty acres, although he can do that 
| with $120, for which sum he can buy a land war- 
rant; he may not be prepared to pay for eighty 
acres, although he can do that for about sixty 
dollars; yet he can surely secure his own home 
of forty acres; and permit me to remark that forty 
acres of good land will support a good family, 
raise them in good circumstances, and send them 
forth in the world as well as ordinary society will 
| justify. . . 
, Mr. RICE. He has that privilege now. 
Yes, sir; and I am willing to 
| give it to him hereafter. Why give him land and 
propose to make it a homestead? Now, what do 
we understand bya homestead? A perpetual home 
or a temporary home—which do you mean? I 


|| wantgentlemen to speak out, and distinctly inform 


| the wee what they mean. Dosyou mean a 
1 


Is that it? 


es ome ? Or a oe 
/ home? I ask the Senator from Tennessee to tell 
'me. Homestead! What do you mean by it? 


‘|| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. If the Senator 


| wants me to answer him now, I will do so. 
| Mr.GREEN. Ido. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, ofTennessee. Mr. President, 
so far as my views go with reference to the home- 
| stead question, | am willing to give them now or 
atany other time. WhatI mean by a homestead 
is to puta man into the possession of a certain 
amount of soil that he may call his home; and, so 
far as the Federal Government is concerned, to 
rotect him from any forced sale or execution so 
log as the title remains here. Then I proeeed 


| 

; 

|) upon the idea that if the States have not already 
| 


provided for it, they will commence the policy 
| where the Federal Government ceases; that they 


'| will, by State legislation, secure to each individual 


| a certain amount of soil that he may call his own. 
| You may denominate ita homestead—the abiding 

place of his wife and children—or whatever name 
you think proper. The advocates of this bill do 

mot assume any power on the part of the Federal 
| Government to come into conflict with State au- 
| thority; but while the title remains in the Federal 
| Government, until the settler complies with the 
| condition of the law, it is intended to guaranty 
| and protect him in the enjoyment of the land 





now we have men getting tp a proposition tomake || against any debt or contract made prior to the title 
homesteads, when, if they are lawyers or sensible passing from the Federal Government to him, pre- 


| 


men, they“know that the moment the title passés 
out of the United States we cannot make it a | 
homestead, but it becomes subject to the State | 
laws; and if the State does not choose to exempt | 
itfrom execution, it > be sold from under your | 
grantee the next day after the title passes. 

Why call it a homestead? It is a misnomer; it | 
is a misuse of terms. Homestead! To secure to | 
a man and his wife and his childrena home! Who 
can secure it?) Nobody but the sovereign power | 
over the property. Whois that sovereign power? 
The moment the title passes out of the United | 
States, it is the State; and you would do much | 
better if you were to go to the several State Le- 
= and call on them to pass homestead 
aws; but to call on Congress to pass homestead 
laws is a contradiction and an absurdity. | 

Again, if you say that giving men five years’ | 
possession amounts to a homestead, then I an- 
| 





swer, we already have a homestead bill in the | 
shape of the preémption law, which gives one | 
year’s possession; for if five years’ possession 
amounts to a homestead, pre tanto one year’s pos- 
session is a homestead, and we have already a 
homestead law. Does it secure it to the man, his 
wife, and his children, against execution, against | 
creditors, against money, against influence? Not | 
one word of it. There is nothing like a home- 


you what it is: first, it isa pandering to a viti- | 
ated, corrupt public taste; second, it is a dema- 
gogue system to court popularity; and third, it | 
is a deception practiced upon the public mind. I 
use terms just as I wish them distinctly to be un- 
derstood. Mr. President, I impute motives to | 
nobody; but these are the probable facts resulting | 
from the action. We have now a preémption law | 
that permits any man to go on the public land, 
worry it for twelve months, and then pay for it 
ind take his home. Iam willing to extend the 
time of payment to two years; and if he cannot 
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| 
| 
stead connected with the whole thing. I will tell I will stand up for justice, against the gushing 


suming that the States-where this land lies, and 
where the individuals are, will pursue the same 
olicy and carry out the same principle — 
he same popular sentiment that induces the Fed- 
eral Government to adopt the policy here, will 
induce the States to take it up and carry it out. 
That is what I mean by the homestead measure. 
Mr. GREEN. He says “the same popular 
sentiment.’? That discloses a wonderful amount 
of information. I understand 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Permit me, 

in addition, to say, so far as securing homesteads 
is concerned, that itis very hard for a State or the 
Federal Government to secure one of its citizens in 








| the enjoyment of that which never existed. There 
| is one thing very clear: neither the State nor the 


Federal Government can secure a man ir the en- 
joyment of a home, if he never possesses one. 
f he gets one, it must be subject to the operation 
of the laws under which he lives. ‘ 

Mr. GREEN. I understand that, Mr. Presi- 
dent. He says, ‘‘the same popular sentiment.” 
There is a wonderful amount of meaning in that. 
I see why it is that the trees bend to the gushing 
wind. lsee why it is that individuals bow to 
what they suppose to be popular sentiment. Pop- 
ular sentiment! Sir, I will stand by the Consti- 
tution of the country against popular sentiment. 


wind, I will stand up for what is right, even if 
public sentiment is against it. Now, sir, is it 
right, or wrong, in this Federal Government, to 
do this? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. By permission 
of the honorable Senator, I will say that, in as- 
suming any position I may assame here, I do not 
act in contravention of the Constitation of the 
United States. I stand here as the advocate of 

lar sentiment, in conformity with the organic 

w and the laws that are made in pursuance of it. 
I believe the homestead proposition is right; I 


pay for a whole quarter section, I am willing to || 
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believe I stand by the Constitutio, 
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believe it is constitutional; and in standing by it.) 
it, 


1, and therehy 
“yy 


reflect popular sentiment in accordance with 
lg 


provisions. 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. Presid 
by surprise by that remark. 
Senator to say as ntuch; and I have no doubt } 
is conscientious in it; but the human mind ot he 
constituted, and the moral affections and | 4 =e 
are so tempered, when brought to bei one 
that when the idea of popular sentiment en” 
bear on them, it too frequently warps the 

AC ONE» 
sways the other. I have demonstrated as] hie 
that there can be no homestead made by Cee 
There can be an arrangement made for a a 
rary occupancy; it may be for one year or ¢,, 
years; but as for securing to the occupant a five 
manent home against the power of execution y ide 
State laws is utterly impossible; it is beveaten 
power of this Government; and it contravenps 1, 
express rights of the several States. Such he,” 
the case, why call it a homestead ? Why ey 
ita gift? It is no homestead; and adopting thee 
name, and applying it to it, deceives the ublie: 
is a fraud on the public, and is a cheat upon ie. 
selves. Call it a gift, a donation, a bounty—. 
bounty upon terms—upon condition that the done: 
occupies the land for five years; but calling he 
homestead perpetrates a fraud on the public: iat 
it is no homestead. The very moment the ti: 
— out of the United States it is subject » 

tate law. 

Another question may spring up; and I will 
mention it in this connection. Suppose the Fed. 
eral Government should say: “ We let you hold 
it for fifty years, or one hundred years, save one 
—ninety-nine.’’? Perhaps, the Federal Goyerp. 
ment would have that power; but would it be good 
policy? Would it not strike at the prosperity of 
all the new States of this Union? The real ip- 
terests of these States consist in vesting the title 
in the actual occupants, and permitting them to 
improve and extend, according to their energy 
and their disposition. This measure, if passed, 
at once strikes down your whole railroad system. 
There can be no further grants to aid in the con- 
struction of railroads; because the land wil! all be 
gone, under the so-called homestead bill. tis an 
act of injustice to the soldiers of the Revolution; 
to the soldiers of the war of 1815; to the soldiers 
in the Indian wars; to whom bounty land war- 
rants have been granted. We have given them; 
and if you now pass this bill, those warrants will 
not be worth one dollar; for why should any 
than buy a land warrant when he can go to the 
land and get it without paying a single cent? 

But, sir, what is the object of government? !s 
it to tax the rich in order to build up the poor? | 
have no prejudices against the poor; I am one of 
that class myself. But what is the purpose of this 
Federal Government? Where are its powers de- 
rived from? From the States. For what purposes’ 
To regulate our foreign affairs, and certain speci- 
fied limited domestic affairs. Is there within that 
limit ny grant of power to tax one es ; 
people for the benefit of another? There ts net; 
and however the Senate may vote, however the 
House of Representatives may vote, and however 
the public judgment may pronounce, the truth 
will stand forever, that this Government has no 

ower to tax one portion for the benefit of another. 

ere is an amount of land bought, paid for out ol 
the Treasury. That Treasury is replenished by 
drawing money from .the common mass of the 
people. It is now proposed to parcel out the pre 
ceeds of that purchase, and give it to any man who 
chooses to go and occupy it. What right have 
you to do that?) Wherever Government under- 
takes to equalize the condition of men, and to! 
the most industrious, and the most thrifty, and 
the most economical, and bestow it on the = 
worthless, the worst'spendthrift, that can be found, 
in all such cases you will find that it —_ 
neglect, idleness, laziness, and waste, while it “A 
courages industry, enterprise, and energy. itis 
greatest object of government is protection. 7 
the only purpose of government—protectiol 
What do we mean by protection? That ever! 
man shall pursue his own course in his ow? aa 
subject cally ts’ the law, and that he shall hays ' 
lawful result of his own acquisitions. But if ae 
ness is to be rewarded; if worthlessness !8 . ; 
courted and caressed; if the basest men in the “= 
are to receive an equal dividend with my ° 
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_ how much willl exert myself, and how 
ae vill other people exert themselves? The 
ued se all destroyed; industry is paralyzed; en- 
motive ie destroyed, and there will be no future 
,is Union. Agrarianism will be the 
they will want a division every five 


terprise is 
progress in th 
r P ° 

palicy—Yess 


ars. When these five yeafs expire, the worth- | 
years. 


fess men who go on the land and occupy it, when 
to . 


it bec 


the end of five years, and when it is sold, will 


hen clamor for another division; and if I should 
the : 

be fortunate enough, or my friend from Oregon 
,o sits before me (Mr. Lane} should be fortu- 


. have a section of land, they will 


pate enough to 


jemand that we shall divide with them. hat | 


then? Why, perhaps, the Senator from Tennes- 
see will say the popular breeze demands that we 
should have a second division. Is that to be thé 
rule of this Government? Suppose the popular 
breeze does; I say, that whenever the popular 
breeze sets in a wrong direction, we must meet 


and repel it. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Who are to | 


be the judges ? 

Mr. GREEN. Good sense and honesty. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Who is to ex- 
eqcin that—the people or the Senate? | 

Mr. GREEN. The Senate—the people sending 
themhere. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 1 say the 


pe yple. 


“Mr.GREEN. I say the Senate, representing | 


the States of the Union. But they say because 
the popular breeze sets in that direction, therefore 
you must have a division. I have already shown 


to you that the moment the first five years expire | 
it isno longer a homestead, it is subject to the | 


State law. Missouri will sellit for taxes. Will 
not Tennessee do the same thing? Will not Ten- 
nessce sell your homestead for taxes? I want the 
Senator to answer me. Suppose they do not pay 
taxes: will you not sell the homestead to coerce 
the payment of the taxes? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. No, sir. 

Mr. GREEN. No part of it? 

Mr. JOHNSON, o€@Tennessee. No, sir. 


Mr GREEN. Itisa beautiful state of things— | 


a homestead secured, and no taxes to be derived, 
and no power to coerce the paymeht of taxes! Is 
that the system that the Senator desires the Fed- 
eral Government to inaugurate? No taxes to be 


collected from these landless creatures; but they | 


are to squat upon the public land, be protected by 
the Federal Government, pay no taxes, perform 
no duty, subject to no law, subject to no execu- 
tion! 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. The Senator 
makes his proposition very broad. It seems to 
me that the Government is generally in a better 
condition to do without what is due it than an in- 
dividual is; and if we exempt a homestead from 
the payment of a debt between man and man in 
the same neighborhood, it would seem to me that 
the Federal Government is competent to get along 


pthout collegting taxes from the homesteads of || property of the citizens of that State from tax- | 
| ation, except it be school and church property; | 
|| and I say that an individual owning property-| 
|| there will be taxed, and that wherever property | 


the settlers. 1 repeat to the Senator, I would ex- 

empt the homestead that gives a man’s wife and 

children, and himself, an abiding place, from the 

Ana of all taxes to the Government, State or 
ederal, 

Mr. GREEN. Is that the law of Tennessee? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 1 say the 

omestead there is exempt from the payment 
of any description of debt, either to the State or 
individuals, 

Mr.GREEN. Iam not talking about what a 
State may do. I admit that a@ State has rights 
which this Federal Government has not. ‘I'he 
States may exempt church property from taxa- 
ion, as they do; they may exempt school-houses, 


and academies and colleges from taxation, as they | 


do; but has this Federal Government the power 
exempt acollege or academy, located in any 
aa from-taxation, State or Federal? It cannot 
aaa I hope, therefore, the Senator will stop 
. discriminate, remembering that a State may 
® certain things which tie Federal Government 
cannot do. ; , 
Ps JOHNSON, of Tennessee. J would ask 
the; "nator if most of the States do not exempt 
: oe buildings, their burial grounds, their 
‘an om, and their benevolent institutions fiom 
*s? Is not that the custom in all the States? 


Mr.GREEN. True; exactly asI say. Isay 


> 


omes subject to execution, as it will be at | 
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i] the States have a right to do it, and most of them | 


|; do; but this Federal Government cannot do the 
same thing. Can we sell a piece of land, or give 
| away a piece of land, and say it shall never be 
| subject to taxation, and that the party occupying 
itshall never be subjected to the payment of taxes 
upon it? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I would ask 
the honorable Senator if the public lands now 
lying in the States are subject to taxation ? 

Mr.GREEN. They are not subject to taxa- 
tion, because there is a special compact made that 
they should not be until they were sold. Bat for 
= compact, it might be so; but when they are 
so 





| ator also of the fact, that the General Government 
gave a large quantity of land to the States in ex- 
change for that. 

Mr. GREEN. Yes, sir; we gave the sixteenth 
section, and in some cases the thirty-sixth sec- 
|| tion; we gave seventy-two sections for public 
buildings; we gave the salt springs, and six sec- 
|| tions surrounding them, and various other land 
|| grants, and five per cent. of the proceeds, asa 
| consideration for not taxing them. 


to be informed on this subject. 

Mr. GREEN. You shall be. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Does the Sen- 
|| ator concede that the States have authority to tax 
Sr ae lands lying within their limits ? ‘ 

r. GREEN. When you get through, I will 
answer. 
|| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Has not that 
|| power been denied again and again? It has been 
|| a matter of agreement in the admission of a State, 
|| one of the conditions on which she could get in, 


| that she would not tax the public lands. Has the | 


| power to tax them ever been conceded and ac- 
|, knowledged on the part of this Government? 


‘|| Mr. GREEN. As the Senator is now through, | 
I will answer him. [ do not choose to answer him | 
| 


| while the Senator is still occupying the floor, pro- 


cussing’ It was a mooted question, a disputed 


lations, a State would have the right to tax the 
lands of the United States. To avoid dispute, it 
| has been uniformlygidjusted at the time of the 
admission of the State by the contract to which 
the Senator from Louisiana called my attention, 
| always without a single exception; but in no in- 
|| Stance has Congress attempted to part with the 
title to land, and then say, after ithas parted with 
the title, it should be exempted from taxation--in 
no single instance; nor can the Senator from Ten- 
nessee point one out. The lands are subject to 


|| taxation, if the State chooses to tax them, the | 


| moment the title passes from the United States. 
1] : 

| Tennessee is wrong in the statement of his own 
| State law. They cannot exemptany part of the 


\| is taxed it is liable to be sold to coerce the pay- 


|| ment of that tax. That is truein every State. It | 


|| is true in Missouri, in Iowa, in Illinois, in every 
|| State constitution that I have ever examined. 
|| Why, then, call it a homestead? What do you 
|| mean by a homestead? Is it to be perpetually 
| sacred; to be beyond the reach of execution under 
|| State laws; to be protected to the lazzaroni as 
| long as the worthless creatures may chouse to 
‘| lodge themselves upon it? Is that your home- 
|| stead? If the States choose to pass such a law, let 
| them do it; but this Federal Government has no 
such power. It can dispose of the public land, 
\ and in disposing of the public land it must do it 
|| for the public benefit; and asa prudent, conscien- 
|| tious trustee, it must keep an eye as to what will 
be best for the public at large. 
What is best for the public.at large? We are 
| Row receiving from two to two and a half million 
dollars annually from the sales of the public lands. 
We need the money to pay the debts of the Fed- 
eral Government. Our duties upon imports are 
hardly high enough, I am free to admit, for I 
would readily this od vote to raise them—hardly 





high enough to afford revenue sufficient to pay the | 


debts and expenses of Government. Under this 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I would remind the Sen-:- 


| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. Really, I want | 
| 


posing to propound other questions. The point | 
that he asks does not affect the point I am dis- | 


| question, whether, in the absence of these stipu- | 


I venture another thing: that the Senator from | 
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| State of things, shall we throw away $2,500,000 
|, annually? ‘To whom does it go? ho receives 
|| the benefit of it? Will it improve Iowa, Minne- 
sota, Missouri, Illinois—any ofthe western States? 
[t will not. It will prove the direct opposite; and 
| why? The graduation law was passed, and, as 
|| has been well said to-day, it has proved a curse 
|| rather than a blessing. It has done more harm 
| than good. The principle of the graduation law 
| is just in itself, and i the practical effect of it 
|| has been injurious. That law requires the indi- 
vidual, after settling upon land, to pay for it at 
a certain price and keep it a certain time before 
he shall have a title, just as this does. What has 
been the practical result? ‘The result has been 
this: afew rich men hired hundreds and hundreds 
_ of worthless perjurers to go upon the public lands, 
swear to occupancy, stay there a little while, and 
|| then run away, and transfer the title to the cap- 
italist; and it has proved a means of monopoly. 
|| Instead of poor men having the benefit of it, rich 
men get the whole benefit; and I venture to sa 
that this will be the same. If, unfortunately—if 
| to the curse of our country, and to the misfortune 
of herinstitutions—this bill should ever be enacted 
|| into a law, it will result as a monopoly in the 
hands of Eli Thayer and such men, sending out 
| the creatures of their emigrant aid societies, and 
taking up thousands and thousands of acres of 
|| land, living there until they can swear out and 
transfer them all to Eli Thayer and his coadju- 
tors. It will be a means of abolition, as the Sen- 
ator’s colleague admitted in his speech. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. I beg to correct the Sen- 
ator. 

Mr. GREEN. The Senator certainly admitted 
it would result to the benefit of anti-slavery so- 

| cleties. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. No, sir. I said the nat- 
ural course of things would carry more men from 
the free States into these Territories than from 

the slave States. That is what I said on that 
roint. 

Mr. GREEN. The Senator admitted that it 

| would hasten it, in his speech, directly; if I recol- 
leet a single word that he said. Why, sir, how 
|, are these things to be done? Suppose this bill 
should become a law: who are to reap the bene- 
| fits of it? Why, sir, Mr. Thayer will gather to- 
|| gether his two hundred or five hundred associates; 
he will pick them up in the streets, and they will 
| go out with a stipulation, a cuntract, that the land 
they settle upon they shall transfer to him at the 
| ehd of five years, and he will pay their expenses 
out, and thirty dollars to pay for a second-class 
| passage. When they get out there, they will lo- 
|| cate and pick out all the best lands. They may 
| stay upon them until they comply with the law, 
|| and the moment the title is vested in them, worth- 
less vagabonds that they are, they will transfer it 
to Eli Thayer—I do not mean ‘Mr. Thayer’ — 
| L shall use his name to illustrate my argument, 
for I mean no disrespect to him. The only rea- 
son why L use the name of ‘Thayer is, because 
his name has been connected with the emigrant 
aid society. Ido not wish it to be understood 
that I use it with any disrespect towards him, for 
Ido not know him, and know nothing of him; 
but I use it by way of illustration. I say that 
some prominent, active, intelligent men may get 
up societies to locate land under this bill. They 
| have done it under the graduation law; and that 
graduation law, which was intended as a benefit 
to the new States, has proved a curse to all the 
States. It would be much better if we never had 
had a graduation law. 
| But let me make this remark: while they may 
thus defeat the purpose of the law, not securing 
homes to anybody, But securing a large monopol 
'| to a few rich men; while they make use of tools 
|| to accomplish their purpose—and it is done un- 
| der the name and the popular cry of a homestead, 
|| but is in reality no homestead at last—still, if we 
| pause and reflect one moment, we shall see that 
|| every man worthy of a farm can get it under ex- 
| isting laws. We have land down to twelve and 
| a half cents an acre. Forty acres will supporta 
| family of industrious people well. I knew a fam- 
|| ily—I knew them for twenty-odd years, and some 
|| ten inthe family—all raised, educated, and put 
| forth in the world in admirable erder—and they 
| are now as good citizens as you can find in the 
|| United States—on forty acres of land, Forty 
|| acres will cost, at present prices under the gradu- 
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ation law, five dollars. The man that cannot 
raise five dollars to pay for it is unworthy to have 
it. Your talking about exempting it from execu- 
tion shows the ignorance of any man who pro- 
mulgates such an idea. Nobody but a State can 
do that—not the Federal Government. I say, 
therefore, Mr. President, give the lands to the 
States; and if the States want homestead bills, let 


SN = 








cess which a result in the destruction of that ple are indoctrinated in jt. 


them pass them. They are better judges of their | 


own interests, of the causes of their own pros- 


perity,and of the means that will conduce to their 


puble good, than we are. 


If you want to rid yourselves of the subject | 


of public lands, give them to the States in which 
they lie, and I will vote for it; and if Tennes- 
see wants homesteads, let Tennessee have home- 


steads; if Minnesota wants homesteads, let Min- | 


nesota have homesteads; but to talk of this Federal 


Government making homesteads, which it has not | 
the power to do, looks to me very improper. Home- 


stead! We cannot exempt it one single minute 
after the title has passed out of the United States. 
Ifgiving people the privilege ofoccupying the lands 
five years is a homestead, then the privilege of oc- 
cupying them one year is a homestead. I am 
willing to extend the preémption law to two years. 
That will be the homestead fortwo years. Your 
bill is only a homestead for five years. Yet you 
deplete the Treasury; you dam up the channels 
that flow into it; you create a necessity for in- 
creased taxation; you tax the mass of the people 
to benefit the few, who are, perhaps, needy, amd 


are forced out by the stimulus of a society gotten | 


| there should be no war of one — another; yet, 


| Missouri, Arkansas—every State that has any 





up for speculation. There is no doubt of the fact | 
that some good men will avail themselves of the | 
benefits of this law. Almost any law has some | 


little good resulting from it. Under the gradua- 
tion law some good resulted; but in the aggregate, 
in the majority of the cases, the fraudulent entries 
did more harm than good; and instead of settling 
up the States, (for I live in one of those States, 
and have seen its practical operations,) it has put 
the land in the hands of speculators. I knew in 
my own county an infamous man who gave mone 
and hired industrious individuals to go on the sand, 
take an oath, acquire it, get the title, and in six 
weeks transfer it to him; and he has more than 
twenty-five hundred acres of land, when he ought 
not to have a single acre. That he can hold up 
for an exorbitant price just as speculators will 
under this bill, if it should ever become a law. 


It will not inure to the benefit of the mati who | 


occupies the land; it will result to the benefit of 


the speculator; and the result will be that large, | 
immense tracts of land will accumulate in the || 
hands of the few, not to be sold until exorbitant | 


prices are obtained. It is an injury to the poor; 


and as a friend of the poor, and one of them my- | 


self, | protest against any such bill. It is not a 
benefit to the poor. The poor, proud in spirit, 
indomitable in energy, ask no largesses from the 
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peace. I say that this is fraught with mischief. | 
It will do no good to the North, but it will gratify | 
a vitiated taste. It will encourage them to do | 
what, in their hearts, they desire to do, but 
which, in their judgments, they ought to pause 
and not do. There is a community of feeling be- 
tween the North and the South; there is a com- 
munity of interests between the North and the 
South; and hence there should be no alienation; 


if this bill should pass, you will find them intent 
on colonizing Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, 


land. They have already attempted it in Vir- 
Rn, because Virginia lands are cheap lands. 
hey have been forfeited, and sold for the taxes 
over the mountains. 
Let us come to a common honest neater 
Let us not encourage a spirit which is fraught 


|| measure, itis wrong, radically wrong, 





with so much danger. There is a point beyond 
which even the South, humble as we are, conced- 


| ing as much as we do, will not go; there may come 
|| some event to make us take a stand. A threat 
| would be beneath the dignity of a statesman. It 


would be out of order in the Senate, and out of 
order on the stump. I make no threat; but facts 
ought to be understood; truths ought to be con- 
sidered; and these are some of the truths and some 
of the facts to which we should turn our attention. 

You will observe that in the course of my re- 
marks I have simply made these points: first, that 
this is no homestead, and that Congress can make 
no homestead—it belongs to the States alone to 
make it; second, that it destroys all hope of build- 
ing railroads hereafter by way of alternate-sec- 


_ tion grants, because all the lands will be gone, and 
every friend of the railroad system ought to be 
| against this bill; third, that it destroys the value 


| 





Government. The Senator from Tennessce says | 


protect him. It is all le agks; do that, and if 
you need his energies, if you need his sinews, if 
ou need his power to assist in the defense of the 
overnment, he is ready. Thatis the man I-want 
to occupy our land—he who will pay for hishome, 
and feel like an independent freeman. How would 


_ feel if you occupied a farm given to you? | 


ould you not feel humiliated and degraded— 
a man like a serf? And so with all men. And 
nobody will go to occupy it, as a general rule, 
except those who are hired, sent out for purposes 
of speculation. 

Again, sir, what are the materials that are to 
be sent out? You cannot go to Richmond and 
hire men to go out there; you might go there and 
beat your drum, and hold up your flag for six 
weeks, and not get five men to go. You cannot 
go to Charleston and get men to go. You may go 
through the like process there six weeks, and not 

et fivemen. Butif you go to New York and 
ton you will get your hundreds and your 
thousands. Who are they? Men intent on de- 
stroying the institutions of the South—men de- 
termined to destroy the rightsof the South. Where 
do they ge? It is their policy—as Mr. Thayer’s 
was—to colonize Virginia, Mimedzi, Tennessee, 
Arkansas, or any other State where they can 
make an inroad. 

Now, Mr. President, I want peace in this Gov- 
ernment, I want harmony inthis Government; and 
I will never vote in a manner which will give en- 


| 
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of all the land warrants, and therefore the friends 


, of the old soldiers ought to be against this bill; 
| fourth, that it is a change in the policy and char- 
_ acter of the Government—attempting by dona- 


tions to give what nothing but honest industry 
ought to obtain; and finally; that it is encouraging 
the worst sentiment under the influence of emi- 
grant aid societies, which will sap the foufdations 


| of the Government, and in the end destroy it. It 


is no light thing to contemplate the consequences 

that may result. As for the State that I repre- 
sent, | apprehend no difficulty. I know there is 
a state of public sentiment there too sound to be 

influenced by the emigrant aid societies; yet I 

desire to avoid the strife and the contention that 

will spring up. Why should we encourage strife, 
or any kind of influences that will produce strife, 

when we can avoid it? [tis not just in itself, be- 

cause it can result in no good. if you say it will 

settle up the lands, I answer that it willnot. The 

graduation act did not settle up the lands. The 

land is not yet settled; but speculators have taken 

hold of it, and have large amounts, which they 
hold subject to a Jarge price, rather than the Gov- 
ernment price, which has been fixed by Congress; 
and so it will be under this law. It will not bea 
matter forthe benefit of the people; it will be a- 
matter for the benefit of the speculators. 

Mr. President, I have been as brief as I could. 
Perhaps, before the subject is closed, 1 may take 
occasion to make some other remarks. I look on 
this as a serious matter, because it is laying the 
foundation of a principle which, if followed up 
hereafter, will ruin and break down the Govern- 
ment. If the rich are to sustain the poor, if the 
Government is to divide out the property every 
five years—for this runs only five years—we had 
better end the Government at once; we had better 
= a magazine of powder under this Capitol, and 

low it up at once, than to live to see the conse- 
quences of that agrarian doctrine which will result 
and take root from this plant, and grow up until 
it overshadows us all. Phold, if there ever was 
anything serious in this Government, agrarian in 
its character, destructive in its tendency, this is 
one of those things; and it is time for us to stop. 
It is said that it is popular. What if itis? The 
populace has called for heads, and they were sev+ 
ered; posterity deplored the event. popu- 
lace cried out against Christ, and He was crucified; 


\| and the world now condemns the actors in the 


deed. Popular! It is the duty of every politi- 
cian to cultivate an honest public sentiment, not 
to pander to a vitiated one. They say it is pop- 
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——? 
Who indoctrinated 


I shall resist wrong and this : rie 
as long as I occupy a place in this Chae ttiple 


them? 


do not recognize the right of this —— 
give away, as a gift, a single es Me a 
man under any circufhstances whatever Ww ele 
a right, for meritorious services, to reward — 
we have a right to fix compensation. W — 
a right to give pensions as an encouragement 
service; butas a mere gift, we have no ;; pe 
= away the public lands. They fall ine . 
ands of speculators. It does not secure a h, i 
stead to the man who occupies the land, be no 
the moment the five years expire it is hie 
State law; and even before then it is tenets 1 
by agreement to the speculator or ca italist wh 
Sets about placing men on the land. In ev ; 
aspect, therefore, in which you can yiew the 
and sooner 


ronounce, 
some communica. 


or later the public judgment will so 

Mr. MASON. There are some! 
tions on the table which require an executive se 
sion, and there is other executive business 1 
move, therefore, that we proceed to the conside 
ation of executive business. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The honorable Senator 
will allow me to take the floor. I desire io say 
a few words on this question. | will give way to 
his motion. 

Mr. MASON. We can devote some time in 
executive session. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I merely wish to get the 


floor. 

Mr. MASON. Certainly; I yield for that, | 
withdraw my motion for the purpose of allowing 
the Senator to take the floor. : 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fostex 
in the chair.) The Senator from Wisconsin is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr.DOOLITTLE. I yield to the Senator from 
Virginia. 

Mr. GWIN. I desire to submit an amend- 
meni which I intend to meve to the homestead 
bill; and I move that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


GOOD FRIDAY. 


Mr. MASON. I move an executive session, 

Mr. PUGH. Before that motion is put, I move 
that when the Senate adjourns to-day, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday. ‘To-morrow is Good Fri- 
day, and a great many persons of at least two 
denominations of Christians regard it as a day of 
importance. I think we have never sat on that 
day before. 

r. BENJAMIN. Saturday has been set aside 
for finishing the business of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. PUGH. Then I amend the motion, 9 
that we adjourn to meet on Saturday. 

Mr. IVERSON. I did not hear the Senator 
from Ohio give any reason for his motion, and its 
effect will be to put aside the private bill day 
which is to-morrow. | trust the Senate will not 
adjourn over until Saturday. Let us go on with 
the Private Calendar to-morrow. 

Mr. PUGH. We have given diligent attention 
to the Private Calendar, and, besides, a great 
many private bills have passed in the morning 
hour. To-morrow isa day which two denomine- 
tions of Christians, at least, regard with peculiar 
solemnity, and it is aday on which the Senate hos 
heretofore adjourned. I think itis proper to do s0. 

Mr. IVERSON. I doubt very much whether 
there are any of those Christians in this body, * 
any rate. ughter.} 

Mr. PUGH.. Iexpectto attend church mys*lf 
to-morrow. ' 

Mr. IVERSON. The Senator from Ohio has 
said we have _ diligent attention to the Private 
Calendar. If we have, very little has been ac 
complished, for I think we have not dadozen 
bills yet; certainly, I do not think there have been 
twenty private bills passed since the commence, 
ment of the session. ere are now one hundr 
and fifty or more bills on the Private Calendar, 
and if we lose one day it is an important mater. 
The claimants are now waiting, anxious to have 


T- 


their bills disposed of. I think it is much mor 
eapuren that the business of these claiman's 
should be attended to by , than that we 


couragetiient in any one shape or form to a pro- || ular. Who made it so? They say that our peo- || should give attention to the eeremonies of the 
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That is my opinion. Besides, Senators | six citizens of Davis county, lowa, against the | Mr. BRANCH. I hope the 
ved to come here to-morrow if they do || abolition of the franking provalege—cofaered to the 











\ ntleman will not 
ivi | claim that the bill has been admitted, for I was 
ishing the franking priv- || listening to the reading of the bill by its title un- 
! | ilege- : Fi der the impression that it was to be introduced 
ond to both duties. I hope the Senate will not || | Memorial relative to an appropriation of money ouely for the purpose of reference, and, there- 
atten orn | for the transportation and settling of the Indian || fore, | made no objection. Butif gentlemen are 
at PUGH. That wouldbe a good argument tribes on their reserves east of the Cascade mount- going to take advantage of our inadvertence in 
for assing on Sunday; but I think we had better ains—laid upon the table. this way, to bring bills before the House, I shall 


church. | 
are not They can go to church and || special committee onabo 
hoose to do so. ney £ : | , 
we come here. There will be plenty of time to 
c 


oblig 





The following executive communications were 


, J feel it my duty to object to everything out of order, 
~ HAMLIN. I would not interpose any || severally referred to the Committee on Territo- || from this time forth. 

inetion to any Senator attending church. I || ries: ie Mr. ELIOT. I am not disposed to take ad- 
‘hia most of them need it, (laughter;} but, how- A communication from the Secretary of the vantage of anybody. lonly wish to bring the 


vor much they need it, I think there is an obli- || Treasury, in reference to an appropriation for the 

eve ce they owe to the country which ought to || compensation and mileage of the members of the 

Cod their attendance here to-morrow. The || Legislative Assembly of Utah; Whole on the state of the Union, there it will 

Senate has already, by a vote, assigned Saturday ||| A communication from the Secretary of the || rest; and 1 do not wish it to be disposed of in that 
for the consideration of business relating to the Treasury in reference to an appropriation, and || way. , | 

District of Columbia. We are the exclusive le- || the accounts incident thereto, connected with the || @{he SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
lative body for the reere here. The Commit- || Territory of Utah; bill cannot be received. 

er on the District—and I would not say a word, Copy of a letter of the Comptroller to Hon. A. 

| notice that the chairman of the committee || B. Greenwood, dated March 22, 1858, relative to 
is out—have reported a variety of bills, in which || the affairs of the late Almon W. Babbitt, secre- 
the people here feel, and have a right to feel, a || tary of the Territory of Utah; and 


bill before the House in such a way as to get ac- 
tion upon it. If it goes to the Committee of the 


NAVIGATION OF THE EAST RIVER. 


Mr. BARR. I ask the unanimous consent of 
| the House to introduce a bill authorizing the 





deep interest. If this motion is carried, it carries Sundry other letters in relation to the Terri- | formation of a company for the improvement of 

acep until Monday be | tory of Utah || the navigation of the East river at Hell Gate, New 
over “ , . ” i vor > fo , 

it The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion RAILROAD LAND IN ALABAMA. York, for the purpose of reference. 


Mr. TRAIN. I object to everything out of 
| order. 





is, that a - Senate adjourns to-day, it be to Mr. CLOPTON, by unanimous consent, intro- : 
neet on Saturday. , duced a bill extending the provisions of the sixth | san ie seas 

. Mr. HAMLIN. I thought it was to carry || section of the att Sra utd enas se may) Se ae ee 

over both days; and I thought that was an addt- |) Srate of Alabama, to aid in the construction of A message was received from the Senate, by 
tional reason why we ought not to adjourn over certain railroads "approved June 3, 1850, to the || Mr. Parron,a clerk in the office of the Secretary 
to-morrow, if it also adjourned us over Saturday. North and South Alabama railroad; aioli was || of the Senate, notifying the House that that body 
Then I say, that justice to private claimants who || 5.44 a first and second time, and referred to the || had — a bill of the House entitled “* An act 


hay sepetes ee ee ee eeapais that we |! Committce on Public Lands. | (H.R. No. 242) for the relief of the legal repre- 
should act on those reports—either vote for them iia aieemaeeiiaaads | sentatives of Robert H. Morris, late postmaster 
or against them. : 


: of the city of New York;”’ and also notifying the 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question Mr. ELIOT. Iask leave to repurt, from the || House that that body had passed a bill (S. No. 
ison the motion that when the Senate adjourns || Committee on Commerce, a bill prohibiting the || 249) for the relief of Samuel J. Hensley, and a 
to-day, it be to meet on Saturday next. 


Chinese coolie trade by American citizens in || joint resolution (S. No. 23) in relation to the 
Mr. HAMLIN. I call for the yeas and nays. || American vessels. minister from Japan, in which he was directed to 
It is a gross outrage. Z The bill was read by its title. ask the concurrence of the House; and also noti- 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being Mr. ELIOT. I move that the bill be postponed fying the House that it had ordered the printing 
taken, resulted—yeas 21, nays 29, as follows: for three weeks from this day, and, with the re- || of the following documents: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Benjamin, Cameron, Clay, || port, be printed. : Resolution of the Legislature of New Jersey, 
Fitzpatrick, Foot, Hale, Hammond, Hunter, Johnson of Mr. BRANCH. I understood that the bill was concerning duties on imported merchandise; 
Arkansas, Kennedy, Lane, Mason, Pearce, Powell, Pugh, || to be introduced for reference only, or I should Resolution of the Legislature of New Jersey 
Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, Sumner, and Wigfall—21. | ’ 


NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Bragg, Chandler, Chesnut, certainly have objected to it. | relative to the removal of obstructions in the Del- 
Clark, Clingman, Collamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fes- Mr. ELIOT. It has been referred. I hope the || aware river; 








senden, Fitch, Foster, Sem, Sake, Sas, oO Har- || gentleman will not object. I have been trying for || Resolution concerning the establishment of a 
lan, Hemphill, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Nicholson, || weeks to get the bill before the House. 7 ry i 4 2 
Saulsbury, Seward, Simmons, ‘Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, 5 Government foundery in New Jers 


and Wilson—29. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


ey; 
Mr. BRANCH. Do you propose to refer it? || Resolution of the Legislature of New Jersey, 
Mr. ELJOT. I propose to postpone it to a day || relative to the public iands; 
certain. It has been referred. Resolution of the Legislature of New Jersey, 
Mr. BRANCH. I must certainly object to the || for the improvement of navigable waters on the 





Ar . reception of anything except for reference. Atlantic coast; 
naisdaie etc eee Mr. SHERMAN. I would suggest to the gen- Resolution of the Legislature of Iowa, for ad- 
The asain sl ee a a a tleman from Massachusetts that he should let the \| ditional mail facilities; 
ceeded to the centiiieten. of oeentiie Inet nistene bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole on | Resolution of the Legislature of Kentucky, in 
: : nion. fere nsioni soldi 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were the state of the Un reference to pensioning the soldiers of the war of 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Mr. ELIOT. No, sir; it makes no appropria- || 1812; 
tion. || _ Resolution of the Legislature of Kentucky, re- 

Mr. SHERMAN. You can move to discharge || IMting to treaties for the surrender of fugitives 
the committee from its consideration at some time. | from labor; 

Mr. ELIOT. I think there can be no objection |! Resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, in 
to having the bill postponed for three weeks. The || relation to duty on tobacco; and 
House can then do what they choose with it. [|| Resolutions of the Legislature of Kentucky, in 


desire to have the report printed. I think that gen- | reference to the enlargement of the Louisville and 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. tlemen will then see that it is a subject which calls || Portland canal. 


ALICE HUNT. for immefliate action by Congress. I hope no ob- PENSION BILL. 


Mr. : jection will be made. ne , 
§ race ae ps raga R send forthe — : Mr. BRANCH. I do not feel inclined, without | = eee ths or ae eran 
of Alice Hunt, widow of Thomas Hunt. I ask knowing anything about the bill, to consent to its | charged from the further consideration of House 
that it be taken u read a first and second time, and || being place ina privileged condition. I feel great \| bill (No 66) giving pensions to the soldiers of the 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions disinclination at all times to object to the intro- war of 1812 nad t an it be referred to the Com- 
There being no objection, the bill was taken || duction of bills for reference; but this is quite a | selina aie Military Affaire, and printed. 
from the Speaker’s table, received its first and || different matter. . 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, April 5, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
y the Chaplain, Rev. Taomas H. Srocxron. 





SS 





second readings, and was referred to the Com- Mr. ELIOT. If gentlemen object when the | Bb -. ELIOT. I object to eevee out of 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. ~~ report, I will not press the bill when it | Mr. BARKSDALE. I call for the regular order 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. Mr. BURNETT. How does this bill get in? || Of business. 
Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee of Ways The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massa- | POLYGAMY IN UTAH. 


and Means, reported a bi ; coat chusetts asks unanimous consent to introduce the || The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
for the service vethe Stara De, Sloe sdering bill. ness is the consideration of the bill (H.R. No.7) 
¢ fiscal year ending June 30, 1861; which was Mr. ELIOT. It comes from the Committee on || to punish and prevent the practice of polygamy 


read a first and i red . || Commerce. in the Territories of the United States, and other 
mittee of the Wholeon heceneel ie Union, oe Mr. BURNETT. I object to the printing of places, and disapproving and annulling certain 
ordered to be printed. . the bill. I am opposed to it. i acts of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 

Mr. ELIOT. The gentleman from Kentucky || of Utah; on which the gentleman from Tennessee 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE, ETC. yesterday offered several resolutions, which were || (Mr. Nexson] is entitled to the floor. . 
On motion of Mr. SHERMAN , the Committee || not objected to on this side ofthe House. Mr. NE N resumed his argument, (inter- 
of Ways and Means was discharged from the Mr. BURNETT. I am opposed to the princi- || rupted by the adjournment esterday,) and fin- 
urther consideration of the followin pers;and || ple of the bill, and will object, unless the gentle- || ished it, in support of the bill as reported by the 
~ were disposed of as indicated Ease: man can get it in in the regular order. committee. [A report of his whole speech will be 
he remonstrance of one hundred and ninety- Mr. ELIOT. It is already in. found in the Appendix.]} 
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Mr. COBB. Will the gentleman from Tennes- 
see give me a few minutes of his time? 

Mr. NELSON. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent, the 
gentleman from Alabama will be permitted to oc- 
cupy the remaining time of the gentleman from 
Tennessee. The gentleman is entitled to four 
minutes. 

Mr. MORRILL. Asa similar courtesy was 
refused to me on the other side yesterday, I feel 
bound to object. 

Mr. COBB. I did not object yesterday. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. 1 ask that the 
delegate from Utah may be heard. 

Several Mempers. No objection. We want to 
hear him. 

Mr. HOOPER. Mr. Speaker, my remarks#on 
the bill now under consideration will be brief. 
However much my feelings might prompt me to 
speak at length upon the subject now before the 
House, the propriety of doing so, under existing 
circumstances, is,in my mind, questionable. Sev- 
eral gentlemen, knowing that gross calumnies 
Siva Seen circulated a obtained credence re- 
specting my constituents, and taking a lively inter- 
est in their exposure—for which I thank them— 
have urged me to let all the facts be known to the 
country in a speech or speeches upon this floor. 
Sir, when the time comes, as come it will—events 
are even now shaping to bring it abou(—that my 
remarks can be heard and weighed without the 
prejudice that unhappily exists at present, these 
charges, which have been so freely and unscru- 
pulously made, will be taken up, charge by 
charge, and their falsity made apparent to the 
whole country. Until then, I am content to wait. 
In the mean time, I appeal to the dispassionate 
and unprejudiced to think better of the one hun- 
dred thousand of their fellow-creatures—the larger 
portion of them born on the same soil, and all of 
them speaking the same language—than to ima- 
gine them capable of conspiring, with one accord, 
to perpetrate such base offenses as are charged 
upon us by our enemies. 

It is not my intention at present to discuss the 

culiar features of the bill now before the House; 

ut [ would respectfully ask, are gentlemen pre- 
pared to meet the consequences of its passage ? 
Are we not just emerging from a difficulty with 
the people against whom this bill is leveled, which 
at one time made the danger of civil war and its 
attendant horrors imminent? The feelings of 
the people of the Territory of Utah were indeed 
aroused; they suspected—and, as they imagined, 
with good reason—the intentions of their fellow- 
citizens toward them. These suspicions are being 
allayed. I yejoice to say that all accounts lately 
received from, my constituents go to show that a 
better feeling exists than has been known to pre- 
vail there for years. The doubts formerly exist- 
ing so strongly in their minds in relation to the 
treatment they might expect are being removed. 
But if this bill be passed, if the measure proposed 
be carried out, they will revive, and with renewed 
force. The fire which blazed so fiercely while the 
fuel of persecution was heaped upon it, and which 
smoldered for a short time afterwards, has now 
almost died out; the question now presents itself— 
not for the consideration of any one party, but for 
all parties, for the consideration of the represent- 
atives of the whole country—are you prepared, 
gentlemen, again to enkindle this dre? 

Mr, Speaker, this grave point is the only one 
which I desire to make. But I think itis more 
manly in me not to hold back from speaking di- 
rectly with reference to polygamy, upon which I 
admit that we are exposed to censure. Upon this 
floor I have to remember that -I am the Repre- 
sentative of ALL the citizens of Utah, and I cannot 
as much as allude to divisions of sentiment among 
us on this or any other subject. I hope, there- 
fore, that honorable gentlemen will generously 
forbear to press me further when I ask them to 
attach much meaning to my words. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. With regard to the 
practice of polygamy in Utah, I desire the Dele- 
gate to tell the House to what extent it exists; 
what is the greatest number of wives claimed by 
any man in the Territory? what proportion of 
citizens os more than a _ 5 and aoe mar- 
Ti on, as practi e authority of 
prairie. ke indi on your - le? if 

Mr. HOOPER. I will reply satisfactorily not 
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only to the gentleman, but to the House, by re- 


: 


marking, first, that practically I am not a poly- 

gamist, and therefore what I say in regard to 
polygamy must be received with a certain degree 
of caution. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. The gentleman 
understands me as making no charge against him? 
| Mr. HOOPER. Not atall. From my observ- 
| ation, from ten years’ residence in Utah, I can 
say that not over one half of the people of Utah 
are polygamists; and that probably not half of 
that half have more than two wives. I know of 
no church regulation whereby a man is compelled 
to become a polygamist, or whereby a woman is 
compelled, against her will, to marry a man. 

Mr. Speaker, as I look around me, I am en- 
couraged to see the faces of several members who 
were acquainted with me when I was in business 
in the West, before I became identified with the 
citizens of Utah, and who will say they know 
me personally to be incapable of deceit or dissim- 
ulation. I beg them all to hear me say, then, 
upon my honor as a gentleman, that the passage 
of this bill will not be unacceptable to the extreme 
advocates of polygamy in the Territory of Utah. 
It will entitle them to accuse of lukewarmness 
and disaffection to the common cause all those 
who hesitate to defend it as an institution. Sir, 
it will unite us all in opposition to the unjust pre- 
tensions of the national Government to put it 
down by force. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
Mr. Netson’s amendment to the original bill, as 
follows: 

Strike out of the original bill all after the word “ per- 
sons,”’ in the third line, down to the end of the ninth line, 
and insert in lieu thereof the following : 

Being married, shall, during the life of the former hus- 
band or wife, marry another person in any Territory of the 
United States, or other place—except the District of Co- 
lumbia—over which the United States possess exclusive 
jurisdiction, or, if the marriage with such other person take 
place elsewhere, shall thereafter live or cohabit with such 
other person in such Territory, or other place over which 
the United States possess exclusive jurisdiction, the former 
husband or wife being alive, he, she, or they, so offending, 
shall, on conviction, &c. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Tennessee whether the amendment which 
he proposes received the concurrence of the com- 
mittee which ordered thé bill to be reported? 

Mr. NELSON. It received the concurrence of 
all the members who were present. I think that 
Mr. Taytor, of Louisiana, and Mr. Hovsron, of 
Alabama, were both absent. ; 

Mr. BRANCH. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee a question as to the legal 
bearing of this amendment. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I must object. 

The SPEAKER. If there a3 objection, no 
questions can be asked. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I must object to any ex- 
planation. 

The question was taken on Mr. Ne.son’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BRANCH moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was agreed to; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Brancn’s amend- 
ment, as follows: 


. 
Strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill, and 
insert: 
That the fourth and fifth sections of the act entitled “An 
act to establish a territorial government for Utah,” approved 
9th of September, 1850, be, and the same are hereby, re- 


aled. 
wo 2. “ind be it further enacted, That hereafter the 
legislative power, as defined and limited in said act, shall 
be vested in the Governor and thirteen of the most fit and 
discreet persons of the Territory, to be called the Legislative 
Council, who shall be appointed biennially by the President 
of the United States, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, from among the citizens of the United States 
residing there¢in, and without reference to any districts 
which have heretofore been laid off. 

Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That the first appoint- 
ments under this act shail be made on or before the 4th of 
March, 1851, on which day said appointments shall take 


Mr. MAYNARD. Iask whether itis in order 
to divide the amendment, and take a vote first on 
striking out and then on inserting? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. The 
Chair thinks the motion to strike out and insert 
indivisible at this s j 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask to have the 
fourth and fifth sections of the organic act of 
Utah, to which the amendment refers, read. 

The sections were read. 
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7 Mr. SAND. Is it 
ave a division of t i 
Mr. BRANCH. The 2’! 





he question ca 


in order to ask to 
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vided after the previous question has oe be di. 


That has been re 
The SPEAKER. T 
amendment is indivisible. 


eT ruled in the 
e 


The question being on Mr. Branc 


ment, 


Mr. BRANCH called for the yeas a 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was de 


the negative—yeas 47, nays 15]; as follo 
YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Thomas L. A 

Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bocock, Bon 

nett, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, 


ham, 


rd 
in 


Chair holds that the 


H’s amend. 
nd nays. 


cided in 
Ws, 


nderson ’ Ashmore 


Branch, By. 


Ci 
Cochrane, James Craig, Crawford, Cu etohs Cobb, John 


Dimmick, Florence, Gartrell, H 
Hindman, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jon 


mar, Love, McQueen, Miles, Noell, Phe! 


erfield, Campbell, Carey, 


Clark B. Cochrane; Colfax, Conkling, Cooper 


Kellogg 
rabee 


faynard 
McRae, N 


| Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, 

Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, 
Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Fouke, Frank, French 
ham, Grow, Gurley, Halil, Hamilton, 
Haskin, Hatton, Helmick, Hickman, H 
ard, Humphrey, Hutchins 


irry, 


De Jarnette 


ardeman, Hawkins, Hil) 


es, Keitt, La’ 


| Simms, William Smith, Stallworth, Tag Pugh, Rutin, 
| Vanee, Whiteley, and Winsiow—47. 
NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, 
rich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anders 
| Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Boteler 
Brayton, Br 
| Burroughs, 


aylor, Thomas, 


Green Adams, Ajq. 
> ae, Babb 
, Ouligny 

Butt Bristow, Buflinton, Buren, Bu lingam 


itt, 


> Burlingame, 
Carter, Case 
» Covode, Cox, 
Duell, Dunn, 

Famsworth, 
, Gilmer, Gra- 


a. ae Harris, 
oar olman “4 
Jenkins, Junkin, ae 


illiam Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, Ly: 


eWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loga 
joy, Mallory, Marston, Charles D. 
McClernand, McKean 
Tillson 
head, Morrill, Ex 


n, Longnecker, Love. 
artin, Elbert 8. Martin 
McKnight, McPherson, 

Montgomery, Laban T. Moore, Moor. 
iward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, 


Nelson, Niblack, Nixon, Olin, Pendleton, Perry, Pettii 
Porter, Potter, Pryor, Quarles, Rice, Riggs, Christopher 


Robinson, James C. Robinson, Royce, 


Schwartz, Scott, 


Scranton, Sherman, Sickles, Singleton, William N. 1 
Smith, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, James A. 
Stewart, William Stewart, Stokes, Stou 
pan, Thayer, ‘Theaker, Le Train, ‘rimble, Under- 


wood, Vandever, Van Wyc 


Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Was 
Washburn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Woodruff, 
and Woodson—151. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
During the vote, 
Mr. ENGLISH stated that he was paired off 
for the day with Mr. Portte. 


Mr. DAWES stated that M 
tained at his residence b 


Mr. VALLANDIG 


illness. 


AM, not bein 


Stratton, Tap- 


Verree, Waldron, Walton, 


hburne, Israe| 


r. Goocn was de- 


in the 


House when his name was called, asked leave to 


vote. 


Objection was made. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I should have voted 
in the negative. 
ILLINGER stated that his pair with 
Mr. Avery was transferred, for to-day and to- 
morrow, to Mr. Corwin. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, not being in the 
House when his name was called, asked leave to 


Mr. 


vote. 


Objection was made. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. I should have voted 


se ay.” 


Mr. POTTER said: I am paired for a wee 
with Mr. Leacu, of North Carolina, on all ques- 
tions except financial questions; and this being 4 
commercial question, [laughter,} I think I have 


a right to vote. 


I therefore vote ‘‘ no.” 


Mr. MORRILL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was rejected; and als» 
nioved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 


table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
The question recurred on Mr. McCiernan 
amendment, as follows: 


Amend, by striking out all after the enacting clause, and 
inserting as follows, to wit: 


That the act entitled 
government for Utah,” approved Septem 
and the same is hereby, repeal 


process, and 
ty, 


be peal 
tory, esta 


, 

take effect, shall 
ecuted, and 
ritories hereinafter provided for, 
counties and districts where any such proc 

nding. Allcrimes and misdemeanors aga! 
orce within the said limits may be pros - hon 
the courts established by this act ; and all p* 
and causes of action, may ber” 
like manner as they would - 
in force within the limits compos!" 


pun 
alti 


ished in 
es, forfeitures, actions, 
covered under this act, in 


and all 
and pep ere in oso 
ished act aforesa 
‘he transferred to be heard, tried, pro 
determined in the district courts of the Ter- 
which may include the 
eedings may % 


been under the 
said Territory, 


Sec. 2. 
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That all suits, 


, civil and criminal, at law and in 
indictments and informations which shall 
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at the time this act shall go 
be it further enacted, Thatd 
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! 
ea -d within the following limits, to wit : 
ry which Is ens where the one hundred and second 
beginning Se eaae the thirty-seventh lel of north lat- 

eridian Owe on said meridian until it intersects the forty- 
inude, the ralle! of north latitude ; thence weston said par- 
second 4 one hundred and thirteenth meridian of longi- 
allel to th of Greenwich ; thence south on said meridian to 
rude West or vath parallel of north latitude ; thence on said 
on the place of beginning, be, and the same is 

aralle -reated and organized into a temporary govern- 
hereby, te called the Territory of Jeffersonia ; and the pro- | 
ae the act for the organization of the Territory of 

seb a approved May 30, 1854, are hereby declared to 
Nears canie act of the said Territory of Jeflersonia, with 
be the Tories hereinbefore described, as fully as if the pro- 
se a said act were herein set forth and particularly | 
y — i . and until the Legislature of said Territory shall 
rerwvise prov ide, the seat of government of said Territory 
shall be at Denver City. 
shall Dee And be it further enacted, That the residue of 

*Syerritory of Utah, bounded as follows: beginning at 
eaid on the forty-second parallel of north latitude, where 
r Pasi hundred and thirteenth meridian of tongitude 
the om dhe same ; thence south on the said meridian to the 
oer eeventil parallel of north latitude; thence west on | 
a araliel until it intersects the boundary of the State of 
eitornia 5 thence, following the said boundary, to the 
orty-second parallel of north latitude ; thence east on said 
7 iiel to the place of beginning, be, and the same is 
hereby, created and organized into a temporary govern- 
ment, by the name of the Territory of Nevada; and the 
jrovisions of the gaid act for the organization of the said 
Irerritory of Nebraska, approved May 30, 1854, are hereby 
declared to be the organic act of the said Territory of Ne- 
vada, with the boundaries hereinbefore last described, as 
fully as if the provisions of said act were herein set forth 
and particularly reénacted; and until the Legislature of 
said Territory shall otherwise provide, the seat of govern- 
ment of the same shall be at Genoa. 


Mr. McCLERNAND called for the yeas and | 
nays. 
| 
| 
| 





ment, 
yisions 


The yeas and nays were ordered. fo 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 36, nays 159; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, 
Barrett, Briggs, Bristow, Burch, Horace F. Clark, John B. | 
Clark, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cox, James Craig, Dim- | 
mick, Florence, Fouke, Hindman, Holman, Howard, Lo- 
ean, Charles D. Martin, MeClernand, Montgomery, [saac 
N. Morris, Niblack, Noell, Phelps, Riggs, James C. Robin- 
con, Sickles, Stevenson, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, Vatian- 
digham, and Winslow—36. 

NAYS —Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, 
Aldrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Ashmore, 
Babbitt, Barksdale, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bo- 
cock, Bonham, Brabson, Branch, Brayton, Buffinton, 
Burlingame, Burnett, Burroughs, Butterfietd, Campbell, 
Carey, Carter, Case, Clopton, Ciark B. Cochrane, Col- | 
fax, Conkling, Cooper, Covode, Crawford, Curry, Curtis, 
H. Winter Davis, Dawes, De Jarnette, Delano, Duell, 
Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Farns- 
worth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, French, Gartrell, 
Gilmer, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale; Hall, Hamilton, 
Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hawkins, Helmick, Hill, 
Hoard, Houston, Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, Jackson, 
Jenkins, Jones, Junkin, Keitt, Francis W. Kellogg, William 
Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore Killinger, Lamar, DeWitt C. 
Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Love, Lovejoy, Mallory, Mars- 
ton, Elbert 5. Martin, Maynard, McKean, McKnight, Mc- 
Pierson, MeQueen, McRae, Milex, Millson, Laban T. 
Moore, Sydenham Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pendleton, 
Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, 
Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce Ruffin, Schwartz, 
Scranton, Sherman, Singleton, William Smith, William 
N. fl. Smith, Spaulding, Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, 
Stevens, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, Stokes, 
Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, 
Trimble, Underwood, Vance, Vandever, Van Wyck, Ver- 
ree, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburg Elihu 
B. Washbume, Israel Washburn Webster, Wells, White- 
ley, Wilson, Windom, Woodruff, and Woodson—159. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

During the vote, 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM said: Witha pro- 
test against the name Jeffersonia, I vote, ‘‘ ay.’’ 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time. 


| 
The SPEAKER. The question now is upon | 


agreeing to the preamble. 


Mr. MILLSON. I move to lay the preamble 
upon the table. 
pen TERR MAR . Let us take a square vote 
on it. 


the preamble on the table carry the bill with it, if 
It ae: 
_ TheSPEAKER. A vote to lay upon the table 
is syevelows to a negative vote. 
= BURNETT. Has the bill been passed ? 
he SPEAKER. Not yet. The question is 
upon the es 
Mr. MILLSON, Isnot the preamble usually 
Voted on after the bill haz been 
—— SPEAKER. No,sir. The Chair under- 
nds the rule to be, that the preamble shall be 
voted on before the bill is read a thirdtime. The 
preamble must be passed upon before the bill is 
a third time, or else it cannot be engrossed. 


Mr. MORRILL. Will not the motion to lay 
ssed ? 


THE CONGR 


make a question on the preamble ? 


was seconded. 





Mr. McCLERNAND. Is it aedanmenane to | 


The SPEAKER. 


| Mr. THAYER, 
) || offer mygamendment ? 
It is too late, 


Mr. COX. Icall for the reading of the pre- || 


amble. 


The Clerk read the preamble, as follows: 


Whereas it is admitted that polygamy is permitted by the | 


municipal regulations of one of the Territories of this 
Union, and is sought to be justified on the ground that this 
abomination in a Christian country is a religious rite of the | 
inhabitants of said Territory : and whereas no principle of | 
self-government or cijizen sovereignty can require or jus- 
tify the practice of such moral pollution: Therefore— 


Mr. BRANCH. My understanding is that the 


roper time to _ on the preamble is after the 
ill has been or 


rossed. 
TheSPEAKER. Thatis the very course which 


the Chair is pursuing. The bill has been ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time, but it has 
not been read; and before it is read the third time, 
the Chair supposes that the preamble must be | 
arranged. 


Mr. MILLSON. I yesterday called fora sepa- 


rate vote upon the preamble in case the Chair 
should decide that it was necessary that a separate 


: ered to be engrossed and read a | 
third time, but before it has been actually en- | 


| 





vote should be asked before the previous question | 


That would place the House in a false 
I think that it would be better, there- 
fore, to lay the preamble upon the table. 


I do not want to vote directly, | 
either affirming or denying anything in the pre- 
amble. h 
position. 


Mr. McCLERNARD. I thought the Chair de- 


cided just now that it was not in order to take a 
separate vote on the preamble. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that it 
is not in order. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I shall vote with the gen- 


tlemar. from Virginia against the preamble; but I | 
submit whether, if his motion prevails, it will not | 


carry the bill to the table also? 

Mr. MILLSON. Oh, no! 

Mr. SHERMAN. I submit that question to 
the Speaker. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that the 


proper question is upon agreeing to the premable. | 


Mr. LOGAN. Would it be in order to move | 


to postpone the preamble? 

Phe SPEAKER... It would not be in order. 

Mr. COX. Would it not be in order to move 
to lay the preamble upon the table ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
it would not be in order. 

The question was taken on the preamble; and 
jt was disagreed to. 

The bill being engrossed, was then read the 
third time. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I call for the yeas and 
nays on the preamble. 

r. BURNETT. It is too late. We have 
ssed from that question to another matter. 
The SPEAKER. The question on the pream- 

ble has been decided. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
nays on the preamble. 

The SPEAKER. It is too late. 

Mr. BURNETT. [I rise toa privileged ques- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which the 
preamble was rejected; and to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. Stop, sir. 
to be thrust aside in this way. 


| 
The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- | 


man from Kentucky is in order. ; 

Mr. McCLERNAND. He had no right to 
take the floor from me. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman is mistaken. 
The Chair had decided that his motion was not 
in order; and therefore he had no right to the floor. 

Mr McCLERNAND. The gentleman from 
Kentucky so decided. I did not hear the Chair 
make any decision on the question. ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposed that the 
floor was open to any gentleman to whom the 
Chair might assign it. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
what decision the Chair makes on my demand 
for the yeas and nays on the preamble. 

The 
demand for the yeas and nays came too late. 

The question was taken on Mr. Burnerr’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

So the motion to reconsider the vote b 


I am not | 


I want now to hear 


PEAKER. The Chair decided that the 


which 


the preamble was rejected was laid upon the table. 


ESSIONAL GLOBE, 





| Hawkins 





I ask the yeas and | 
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Is it in order for me now to 


The SPEAKER. Itis not in order at this time 


the bill having been engrossed and read the third 
time. 


_Mr. NELSON. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the Dill, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I demand the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill, 

Ir. SMITH, of Virginia. 

will strike out the wor 
for the bill. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object to striking out any 


word, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 149, nays 60; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Alley, Thomas L. Anderson, William (, An- 
derson, Ashley, Babbitt, Barr, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, 
Boteler, Brabson, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, Burnett, Burroughs, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, 
Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, Cobb, Clark 
B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Covede, 
James Craig, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, 
Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Etheridge, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, 
French, Garnett, Gilmer, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, 
Hall, J. Morrison Harris, John T. Harris, Helmick, Hiek- 


If the gentleman 
**exclusive,’’ I will go 


; man, Hill, Hoard, Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, Jenkins, 


Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, 
Kilgore, Killinger, Lamar, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, 
Lee, Longnecket, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mallory, Marston, 
Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, McKean, McKnight, McPher- 
son, Millson, Millward, Laban 'T. Moore, Moorhead, Mor- 
rill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, Pal- 
mer, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, 
Rice, Christopher Robinson,*Royce, Schwartz, Scranton, 
Sherman, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, William N. H. Smith, 


| Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Stevenson, William 


Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, Theaker, ‘Tompkins, 
Train, Trimble, Underwood, Vance, Vandever, Van Wyck, 
Verree, Waldroa, Walton, Cadwalader C.Washburn, Elihu 
B. Washburne, Isracl Washburn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, 
Windom, Woodruff, and Woodson—149. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashmore, Barksdale, Barrett, 
Bocock, Bonham, Bouligny, Boyce, Branch, Burch, Clop- 
ton, Cooper, Cox, Crawford, Curry, De Jarnette, Florence, 
Fouke, Gartrell, Uamilton, Hardeman, Haskin, Catton, 
indinan, Holman, Houston, Howard, Jackson, 
Jones, Keitt, Logan, Love, Charles D. Martin, McClernand, 
McQueen, McRae, Miles, Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, 
Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Noell, Pendleton, Pheips, Pugh, 
Riggs, James C. Robinson, Ruffin, Scott, William Smith, 
Stallworth, James A. Stewart, Stout, Taylor, Thayer, 
Thomas, Vallandigham, Whiteley, and Winslow—60. 


So the bill was passed. 

During the vote, 

Mr. SPINNER stated that when Mr. Davis, 
of Indiana, left, he was paired with Mr. Pueups, 
on the Kansas question, until next Monday. 

Mr. LAMAR stated that his colleague, Mr. 


.Davis, was called home by sickness in his family, 


and was paired with Mr. Mooruweap. 

Mr. HOLMAN stated that the pair of his col- 
league, Mr. Davis, with Mr. Loomis was trans- 
ferred to Mr. Sepewick. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, said: Believing that 
we have no constitutional power to pass the bill, 
and that if passed it will be of no effect, and re- 
main a dead letter upon the statute-book, I vote 
** pe.it 

Mr. BARR stated that Mr. Macuay was paired 
with Mr. Somes. 

Mr. QUARLES (when his name was called) 
said: Mr. Speaker, having been cutoff by the previ- 
ous question from expressing my viewsatlengthon 
this, bill, I desire to say, that in voting for it | ex- 
pressly repudiate any right in the Congress, under 
the Constitution, either to abolish slavery in our 
common Territori@, or, by any action on its part, 
to abridge or destroy the cakes of slaveholders 
in the Territories. It can, and should, preserve 
the rights of property of all the inhabitants of a 
Territory; but itcan destroy none. The right to 
punish crime cannot, and does not, carry with it 
the power to destroy property, whether vested in 
slaves or anything else. 

Mr. WOODSON said: I desire to vindicate the 
power and duty of Congress to punish crime, and 
protect the rights of the people in the Territories; 
and I vote **ay.”’ 

Mr. HATTON said: Mr. Speaker, the bill is 
obnoxious to one objection, which, with me, is in 
superable; and an abientinn which my colleague, 
{[Mr. Nexson,} who reported the bili, wasanxious 
to remove by an amendment, but was not per- 
mitted to do so. However much I might other- 
wise be disposed to support the measure, the 
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ebiection I have referred to, but which, under the 
eer of the House, I am not permitted o state, 
} 


constitutes a sufficient reason with me for voting 
in the negative. 

Mr. COBB said: Mr. Speaker, I give my vote | 
with great doubt. If I err at all, I have the con- 
sciousness that I err upon the side of morality. | 
I vote in the affirmative. 


} 
i 


i 

| 

The vote was then announced, as above re- 
corded. 


Mr. MAYNARD moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved | 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the | 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HASKIN, I desire the gentleman will 
yield to me to make a motion for the postpone- 
ment of the further consideration of a special order 
fixed for this day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. HASKIN. I move that the further con- 
sideration of the resolutions relative to the public 

rinting, reported from the Committee on Public 
xpenditures, and which was set down for this 


"he motion was agreed to. 


JAPAN MINISTER. 


Mr. BURLINGAME. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to*take from the Speaker’s 


day, be postponed until Thursday next. 


table Senate resolution No. 23, in regard to the | 


minister from Japan. 

There was no objection. The joint resolution 
was read a first a second time, and, on motion 
of -Mr. Buruinecame, referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. SICKLES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to a ques- 


tion of privilege. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There can be no higher 
question of privilege than the motion I submit to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and I insist on its being put. 

Mr. SICKLES. I desire to presentto the House 
some papers in reference to the contest for my seat 
upon this floor, between Mr. Williamson and my- 
self, in order to have them referred to the Com- 
mittee of Elections. Before they are referred, | 
ask that a portion of them, which I have marked, 
may be read, It will be remembered that, on the 
Qist of March last, this House passed a resolution, 
requiring Mr. Williamson to serve upon me a 

articular statement of the grounds upon which 
he asserted his claim to my seat. On Saturday 
tast I received from him a paper purporting to be 
such a statement. The paper is substantially a 
mere repetition of the petition heretofore presented 
to the House and, of course, if the House did not 
require something more to be served on me than 
a mere rehearsal of the contents of that petition, 
it would not have required him to serve a further 
paper. I hold his notice in my hand. I have 
prepared a specification of the objections to that 
notice, showing its insufficiency and the impossi- 
bility for me to take issue upon it, or to proceed 
to take testimony upon it. I desire to have this 

r read. ; 

r. SHERMAN. I submgjt whether this is a 
question of privilege. It is a matter for the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 

Mr. SICKLES. It touches the right of a mem- 
ber to a seat upon this floor; and therefore, it is 
a question of high privilege. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not see how, in this 
incidental way, we can go into the validity of this 
notice. 

Mr. SICKLES. I wish the House to know 
the character of the rs I submit; and then 
to have them referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
reference. 

Mr. SICKLES. There are portions of the 

rs that I deem it material should be read. 

r. SHERMAN. I object to the reading of 
the papers, It will unnecessarily consume the time 
of the House. Let the papers go to the Commit- 


I have no objection to the 
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tee of Elections; and when it is proper to bring 
the matter before the House for its consideration, 
that committee, which has the power to reportat 
any time, will submit its report. 

Mr. SICKLES. The papers are not volumin- 

I desire the nature of the objections made, 
as well as the character of the notice, to be under- 
stood by the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I donot think thatitis proper 
to have the —— read at this stage of the pro- 
ceedings. I object. 

Mr. SICKLES. I have the right to have the 
papers read. I insist that they be read as a por 
tion of my speech. 

Mr. BURNETT. It seemstome that the pro- 
mee is one of the highest privilege. Ittouches 
us right to a seat upon this floor. Even leaving 
that foint out of view, we have the right to have 
a paper read which it is proposed to refer. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the gentleman is entitled to have the paper 
read. 

The Clerk, read as follows: 


In the matter of the Third Congressional District. 
Amor J. Williamson, contestant, 
inst 
Daniel E. Sickles, sitting member. 

Sir: You will please take notice that upon the paper 
served upon me in your behalf on Saturday the 31st ultimo, 
purporting to be the particular ‘‘ statement of the grounds 
of said contest,’’ required by the resolution of the House of 
Representatives, passed 2lst ultimo, and upon the exhibit 
A, a copy of which is herewith served upon you, I shall 
apply to the Committee of Elections on Thursday, the 5th 
of April, instant, at eleven o’clock, a. m., at the Capitol in 
the city of Washington, or as soon thereafter as the parties 
can be heard, for an order requiring you to make your state- 
ment more particular, specific, and certain; and in default 
thereof, that all the averments of your statement be stricken 
out as indefinite, insufficient, and immaterial; and that 
such order shall direct what further notice shall be given, 
and within what limits the investigation shall be confined ; 
and also what further time shall be allowed the parties, or 


| either of them, for such notice and the answer thereto, and 
| for such other and further relief as to the committee and 
| the House of Representatives may seem just and proper. 


| 
} 
| 
j 


You will please take notice that a particular reference is 
made in the annexed exhibit A to the portions of your state- 
ment deemed insufficient. 

Very respectfully, D. E. SICKLES. 
To Amor J. WiLLiamson; Esq. 

New York, -4pril 2, 1860. 

Exninit A. 
In the matter of the Tae District of New 
ork. 


against 
Daniel E. Sickles, sitting member. 


The undersigned, Daniel E. Sickles, a Representative in 


Amor J. Williamson, contestant, 


|| Congress from the State of New York, respectfully repre- 


sents: 

That, on the 2ist of March ultimo, the House of Repre- 
sentatives, by resolution, required Amor J. Williamson to 
serve upon the undersigned, within ten days from the 
sage of the said resolution, a particular statement of the 
grvunds upon which said Williamson contests the right of 
the undersigned as the Representative for the third district 
of the State of New York; 

That the undersigned was also, by the said resolution, 
— to answer such notice within twenty days there- 
after ; 

That thereupon the parties were to be allowed sixty days 
to take testimony upon the issues thus joined ; 

That, on the 24th of March ultimo, the said Amor J. Wil- 
liamson, in his newspaper, called the Weekly Dispatch 
published in the said city, printed an article in the editoriai 
columns of said paper, of, and concerning, said controversy, 
the concluding paragraph of which solicited information 
from any and all persons, which would enable said Wil- 
liamson to support the ep ee in his petition presented 
to the House on the 9th of Febrnary ultimo, which para- 
graph is in the words following, to wit: 

** In the mean time, all parties interested in this case, on 
behalf of the contestant, are invited to communicate with 
Alfred McIntyre, Esq., attorney at law, whose office is at 
No. 229 Broadway. The contestant feels confident that he 
will be able to more than substantiate all the allegations 
in his petition; but, at the same time, he begs to say that 
he will be obliged to his friends and the citizens of the dis- 
trict for all information which, in their judgment, may aid 
him in this contest. If he can get ut all the facts, so as to 
be able to lay them before the House of Representatives at 
the end of ninety days, he feels satisfied that there will be 
no hesitativn on the part of that body to do justice to the 
third congressional district ;” 

That the undersigned waited in the city of Washington 
until Thursday evening last, 29th ultimo, to receive the said 
notice from Mr. Williamson, but not receiving the same, 
and having occasion to go to the city of New York, the 
undersigned informed the chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, Hon. Joun A. Gitmer, of his intention to be ab- 
sent in the city of New York, Soieg the following week 
and authorized and requested Mr. Giumer to receive and 
accept service of notice for the undersigned ; 

That on the evening of the 3ist u in the city of 
New York, it being the aeneny enamine aden ae ore- 
said could be served, and not v! received any notice 
from Mr. Williamson, the undersigned sent to Mr. iam- 
son’s place of business to inquire whether he intended to 


| behalf of, said aaa 
vague, indefinite, and general allegations ; ining oniy 


serve any notice u the 
would wait until five o’el 


definite to show that they, or any of them, 








30 , 
purporting to be the particular statement of w paer 
said contes' uired resoluti ‘- Cennds 

oe t, req by said Ution to be serveq . 


That the said paper is substanti 


enthenth of the pe tition home 4 repetition of the 


lnmoon io te oor ted nd 


vat the allegations in said statement are hot sufficient 


are materia). 
pon them ; that ‘t 


Y can only be me 
, - toy 
vague and Sweeping 


that no issue of fact can be framed u 
said allegations are so general that the 
admissions or denials of an equally 
uphat the sald 

at the said statement c es that i 
were polled, but does not oa name lean iegea votes 
1858 the election took place on the 2d day of Novembe; 

That the poll-books containing the na 
sons who voted at the aoatieee ere _ = per. 
held in said district, are, and ever since have bee a 
in the office of the county clerk of New York ; 00 file 

That either the said Williamson has no informati 
knowledge of any illegal votes having been polled, oy” 
which he can base a charge against the undersigned, « = 
having such knowledge or information, he conecas al 
withholds it from the undersigned ; oo 

That said Williamson should be requiredither to abo 
don charges which he cannot particularly specify, or - 
to disclose the particulars of them, so as to enable the e 
dersigned to ascertain whether they are true or not ~. 
thereupon to admit or deny them in his answer: nad 

That the said Williamson charges that (rauds were ra 
ticed by = oer | and et in all the election 
precincts e several wards comprising the congye 
district ; se sureraianal 

That five wards of the city, to wit: the first, second 
third, fifth, and eighth, are embraced in the thira congres 
sional district ; ; 

That the first ward contained five election precincts: thy 
second ward coniained two; the third ward contained four: 
the fifth ward, six, and the eighth ward contained eleven 
election precincts, in all of which polls were held; 

That in each of said election precincts there were three 
inspectors, and also three canvassers—officers duly elected 
or appointed, and authorized by law to act, and who didact 
in their respective districts ; 

That although the statement of Mr. Williamson charges 
generally upon the eighty-four inspectors and the eighty- 
four canvassers, acting in the twenty-eight election pre 
cincts embraced within the said congressional district, yari- 
ous acts of fraud and criminal misconduct in and about the 
said election, yet no specific act is charged against any one 
inspector or canvasser, nor is any inspector or canvasser 
designated by name as having been guilty of any illegal or 
improper act; nor is it alleged that a sufficient number of 
votes were lost to the said Williamson, or gained by the un- 
dersigned, in consequence of the misconduct charged, to 
overcome the plugality of one hundred and sixty-one votes 
received by the undersigned ; 

That out of the twenty-eight election precincts embraced 
within the said congressional} district, only two precincts, 
namely : the third and fourth precincts of the first ward, are 
particularly specified in the description of fraudulent pro 
ceedings contained in the contestant’s statement, although 
the like charges are made in general terms as to al! the pre- 
cincts ; noris it alleged how many votes the contestant lost, 
or the sitting member gained, by any illegal act done in the 
said third and fourth precincts of the first ward; 

That it is said by the contestant that soldiers, sailors, ma- 
rines, and other persons in the service of the United States, 
and then stationed at or near the said third district, voted 
illegally at said election, but the name of no one of said pre- 
tended illegal voters is given, nor is it stated in what elec- 


tion precinets such votes were polled ; 
That jt is said that voters were induced by bribes paid by 
the of the undersigned to deposit their ballots for him, 


yet no such agent is designated, nor is the name given ol 
any voter so bribed, nor is it stated in what precinct any 
such vote was deposited ; . , 

That it is said that inspectors, whose duty it is to receive 
the votes during the election, were bribed to deprive the 
contestant of ballets intended for him, and to give the sit- 
ting member ballots not intended for him ; but of the eighty. 
four inspectors thus vaguely impugned, not one is specified; 

That it is alleged that canvassers, whose duty itis at the 
close of the polls to receive the ballot-boxes from the in- 
spectors and to count the ballots, defrauded the contestant 
out of ballots cast for him, and counted ballots for the sit- 

member which were not given to the sitting member; 
yet of the eighty-four canvassers so charged in a general 
way not one is designated ; 

at it is asserted that persons voted more than once at 
said election; but it is not alleged in which of the many 
precincts this occurred, nor is the name of any pers?” 
given who voted more than once ; 

That the unde ed has no knowledge or information 
of any of the fraudulent occurrences thus vaguely men- 
tioned in the said notice ; that he bas no reason to believ®, 
and does not believe, that any such misconduct was — 
mitted by any of the inspectors or canvassers or ot c 
charged ; and that dll the contestant’s pretended grievanc . 
so far as tiey are imputed to the igned, or to age 
employed or authorized by him, are without foundation . 
wholly untrue ; and that the undersigned bas no know'e ge 


or information of any il vote given to, obtained - 7 
received by him at said ion; but that, on the roa ad 
the und is informed, and believes, that he 


s he 
wrongfully of many votes at said election, & 
will in due time particularly allege and prove. - 
Very respectfully, D. E. SICKLES. 
House or RepResENTATIVES 
Wasutneoron, 2d Zpril, 1860. 
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paper, the information necessary to serve upon me 
che ordinary notice of contest. Sir, the resolu- 
tion was passed on the 21st of March, the adver- 
-isement was printed on the 24th; and after wait- 
ing until the 31st, he serves upon me a paper 
which fails to point out one solitary illegal vote 
in the entire district. After having induced hon- 
orable gentlemen in this House to say that the 
election in the third district was ‘ reeking with 
fraud’’—and that was the allegation made by one of 
my colleagues from New York, [Mr. Conxiine 
—ihat because this fraud was charged, and coul 
be substantiuted, it ought to be investigated, what 
do we find? We discover the contestant unable 
to point out one single illegal voter. In general 
terms, he had the audacity to assail the character 
of eighty-four inspectors and of eighty-four can- 
vassers, respectable men; officers elected by the 
people, or appointed by the board of supervisors, 
and sworn to do their duty. After having the 
audacity to charge them by wholesale with these 
crimes and misdemeanors, yet he has not ventured 
to mention one of those officers by name. Sir, there 
is good reason why he did not do so, Because he 
was not in possession of a solitary fact which 
would have justified him in putting such a charge 
upon the record, and subjecting himself to legal 
and personal responsibility for such a charge. 

Now, sir, one of two things is certain; either 
that this party never had, and has not in his pos- 
session, any frets upon which he can impeach my 
right to my seat—and if so, his petition ought to 
be sent from our Halls—or else, having the in- 
forma,ion in possession, he chooses to conceal and 
withhold it from his opponent, so as to force him 
to enter upon the taking of testimony blindfolded. 
In other words, the same course of policy which 
induced this party for sixteen months to withhold 
from me all notice of contest, and which conduct 
was indorsed and sanctioned by a party majority 
of this House, he has presumed upon that sanc- 
tion now to go on with the contest, without dis- 
closing any of the facts upon which he proposes 
to rely in his impeachment of the rights of a mem- 
ber of this House. The House having already 
sustained him in keeping his purpose to contest 
the election secret, I choose now to submitto the 
Tieuse, and will ask a vote upon it at the proper 
time, whetherthey will allow him to go on with the 
contest without first disclosing the particular facts 
upon which he rests his claim. 

Sir, something was said on a former occasion, 
when the resolution authorizing testimony to be 
taken was under discussion, about good taste. It 
was deemed by the gentleman from New York, 
my colleague, [Mr. Humpurer,] bad taste for a 
member to insist that if his seat was to be con- 
tested it should be done according to law and pre- 


cedent and justice; and I submitted to this lecture | 
on taste with what grace 1 could command, and | 


with all the respect I could feel for the source from 
which it enme. 
taste to propound to the other side of the House, 


namely: whether it is good taste for members, | 
upon a forced and partial construction of the law, | 


to vote a party permission te contest the right of 
a Representative to a seat, and then allow the con- 
testant to go home and advertise for testimony in 
order to sustain his position? And if his friends 
do not think that is good taste, the remedy to ap- 
ply will be to say to him: ** You have perpetrated 
a fraud upon us worse than you have pretended 
was committed in your district; for by fraud and 
false pretenses you obtained from this House per- 
mission to take testimony which you did not pos- 
sess, and which you were cnmpelied to goto New 
York and advertise for before you could give the 
notice which we required you to serve upon your 
—— ro 

do not choose to allow a party to come here 
and charge acts of fraud upon my constituents and 
my supporters in an election, without holding him 
distinctly and squarely to the responsibility of his 
position. Therefore Dees deemed it my duty to 
present to the House at the earliest possible mo- 
ment, and to ask an investigation, by the appro- 
priate committee, of the circumstances which have 
transpired in reference to this contest since the 
question was last before us. I challenge whatever 
scrutiny can be brought to bear upon the election 
in my district. I am ready to meet it; but I do 
not want to meet a masked enemy. 1 will not 
believe that the judgment of this House, or the 
principles of conduct which should be observed 


And now I have a question of ! 





—— 


here, in view of the precedents of former Con- 
gresses, ought to require me or any other member 
to go into an inquiry with reference to the circum- 
stances attending his election, when he is not per 
mitted to know the name of a single voter out of 
ten thousand voters who in random terms are 
impeached, and when he is not allowed to know 
the name of a single officer whose conduct is im- 
pusned, while the whole body of inspectors are 
ibeled b ae and sweeping charges. 

Now, I undertake to say that I will be able to 
establish before the Committee of Elections—and 
if my time permitted now I would establish it 
here—from the authorities cited by the very coun- 
sel of the opposite party on the former argument, 
that in viéw of no rule of law; in view of no pre- 
cedent of this House; in view of no practice ob- 
served in this country or England, can the state- 
ment of the contestant’s pretended grounds of 
complaint be held to be entitled to the least consid- 
eration from either the committee or the House. 
And for this I might rely solely and exclusively 
upon authorities cited by the opposite party be- 
fore the Committee of Elections, with virtual ap- 
proval bya majority of the Committee of Elections 
in their report, recommending the passage of the 
resolution. 

And, in conclusion, I will submit to the com- 
mittee and to the House the question whether my 
rights here are to be jeopardized upon principles 
unknown to thé Constitution, in violation of the 
settled laws of the land, setting at defiance com- 
mon justice, and common right; and further, and 
finally, whether or not the House of Representa- 
tives desires to encourage the business of contest- 
ing elections as a speculation ? 

1 call the previous question upon the motion to 
refer, unless some gentleman upon the other side 
desires to be heard; and if so, l will waive it. 

Mr. DAWES. Ido not propose to follow the 
gentleman in the line of talk which he has seen 
fit to submit to the House in this extraordinary 
manner. I desire merely the House to under- 
stand the facts so far as they have transpired, and 
so far as it is proper for the House to pass upon 
the facts at this stage of the proceedings. The 
House will observe that the sitting member came 
here this morning saying that he had served a 
notice upon the contestant that he would appear 
before the Committee of Elections this morning, 
and ask them to require of him to file a more spe- 
cific statement of the grounds of his contest. I 
suppose there is no impropriety in my —— 
here to the House, that the gentleman appeare 
before the Committee of Elections this morning 
with these papers, and made his statement to the 
Committee of Elections. It appearing that the 
contestant had not reached the city, the Commit- 
tee of Elections, without objection on the part of 
the sitting member, proposed to him that he allow 
the matter to be postponed until half past ten 
o’clock to-morrow morning; in which decision 
the sitting member was understood by the com- 
mittee to acquiesce. 

Mr. SICKLES. 1 donot propose now to with- 
hold the question from the committee. | propose 
to send it there; and; with the permission of the 
gentleman, I will call his attention to a fact—— 

Mr. DAWES. I have the floor. 

Mr.SICKLES. Of course you have; but I de- 
sire to call your attention—— 

Mr. DAWES. I have the floor and the sitting 
member has not the floor, and I am not going to 
bandy words with the sitting member. Nor will 
{ comment upon the fact that the sitting member, 
in the absence of the contestant, and when he 
knew him to be in the city of New York, has 
come into the House here and indulged in vitu- 
peration of the course of the contestant under the 
rule and order of the House. I merely state that 
the sitting member brought to the Committee of 
Elections these papersas evidence of having served 
notice on the contestant; and we appointed a time 
to hear him and the contestant. With that ar- 
rangement, and without notice to the Committee 
of Elections, the sitting member comes into the 
House here, in the absence of the contestant, who 
has a right to be heard as well as he on all ques- 
tions touching his right to this seat, and indulges 
in this style of remark in regard to his absent con- 
testant, first saying that he has a paper here which 
he desires to have referred to the Committee of 
Elections. And when he sends it up to the Clerk’s 
desk, it proves to be nothing idiomas to the 
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“mittee will do so as soon as 


pril § 
’ 
House or the committee, b - 
dressed to the contestant, aan ue Paper ad. 
to which is an argument that he himself hen on 
in regard to the notice of contest which he 
has been served on the contestant. All thi © says 
without furnishing us with a copy of th 1818 done 
without telling us what that notice a Notice. 
any further than as he is pleased to ae of, 
here himself. The Committee of Election ane 
whole House are as ignorant, now that the 
tleman has sat down, as they were before ~ a 
menced, of the real contents of that pape oe 
he has animadverted upon. Per whieh 

Mr. SICKLES. Have it 
Clerk’s table. 

= DAWES. The gentleman has not had it 
read in my hearing. 

Mr. SICKLES. I say that it is now on the 
Clerk’s table, and the gentleman can haye itr 
if he desires it. I did not want to hear it ~ 

Mr. DAWES. I want to say a word m 

: , ore, 
The gentleman complains that notice was served 
onhim, the last day of the limitation, in New Yor. 
that he waited in the city of Washineton till 
Thursday, and then informed the chairman of th 
Committee of Elections that he would authorize 
him to receive notice from the contestant, and left 
forthe city of New York. Ido not understand that 
he requested the chairman of the Committee of 
Elections to communicate to any living soul that 
he was authorized to take the notice. Perha sit 
is proper for me to say that the notice came hore 
to the city of Washington two or three days be. 
fore the expiration of the time, and diligent search 
was made all over the city of Washington to fing 
the sitting member; and it was not until com. 
munication was made to the contestant in New 
York, that the sitting member was not to be found 
in this city, that he was found on the last of the 
ten days in the city of New York, where notice 
was served on him in the manner which he stated. 

I have no desire to comment on the merits of 
this case. If the contestant has served a defective 
notice of contest on the sitting member, he does 
it at his own peril. It does not harm the sitting 
member one atom. If his notice of contest is too 
broad—broader than his evidence wil! sustain—ii 
does not hurt the sitting member. If itis too nar- 
row, or too indefinite, 1t cannot harm the sitting 
member; for the sitting member, according to the 
precedents, can be tried on no other charges than 
those which are specific and particular, and upon 
the evidence taken on these specific and particu- 
lar charges. ‘ 

Now, without offering any further remarks on 
the question, I call the previous question. 

Mr. SICKLES. I desire to know from the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts whether he means to 
intimate that J evaded service of the notice? | tell 
the gentleman that I sent to Mr. Williamson for 
the notice, and thus got it. I never evaded any- 
thing, nor anybody. 

r. EDWARDS. I ask for a division of the 
question on the referring, and on the printing. 

The SPEAKER. . The question will be first 
taken on the motion to refer, and then on the 
motion to print. 

Mr. SICKLES. 
to print. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation, 
the paper was referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 

Mr. SICKLES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the paper was referred; and also moved 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 


POST ROUTE BILL, ETC. 


Mr. COLFAX. I desire to give notice to the 
House that the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads will, in about two weeks, report the 
general post route bill; and we will be gratified if 

ntlemen who have petitions that have not yet 
Cae filed for new routes will file them, and if 
those who have not yet certified routes to the com- 
ssible. pS 

Members who have already presented petitions 
will receive a circular from the committee by 
Saturday night, asking them to certify as to the 
necessity of each route. } - 

I am also instructed by the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads to report to the House 
amendments unanimously adopted by them 


read to us at the 


I withdraw the proposition 





186 
the S 
large! 
Gove! 
s0 the 
ask th 

The 
ceived 
order 


Mr 
the H 
day ' 
day! 
will ¢ 
cial 0 
to gi 
yote 

Mi 
Penn 
to kn 

M 
of ht 

M 


M 
susp 
the 


* Uni 


T 

T 
Hor 
Wh 
BUR 

N 
333, 
Tre 
fix: 
be t 
hav 
wet 
con 
1 
the 
the 
den 

} 
fro 
boc 
ma 
ash 
sit 


res = CO a 


_— ~~ oO 





15, 


— 


er ad. 
ed On 
Made 
8a 
in 
Otice. 
its of, 
rue it 
Md the 
gen- 
com. 
Vhich 


t the 
iad it 


Nn the 
read, 


nore, 
erved 
ork; 
D till 
of the 
orize 
d left 
1 that 
ee of 
| that 
ADS It 

ere 
'S be- 
parch 
9 find 
com- 
New 
ound 
f the 
Otice 
ated, 
its of 
ctive 
does 
ting 
8 too 
n—it 
) Nar- 
tting 
0 the 
than 
upon 
rticu- 


cS on 


ren 
ns to 
I tell 
n for 
any- 


f the 

er, 
first 

n the 


sition 


i the 
tion, 


Elec- 


te by 
ed to 


> the 
> and 
rt the 
ied if 
it yet 
nd. if 
com- 


tions 
e by 
o the 


n the 
louse 
m to 


* Union. 


1860. 


the Senate 


bill No. 8d, for the Pacific telegraph,, 
ducing the amount to be paid by the 


larvwely re . . 
largely Wealso desire to have them printed, 


*overnment. 
aap vontiemen can read them, before we shall 
so HIM 


ask the House to act on them. 
There being no objection, the report was re- | 
ceived, and the amendments and the Senate bill 
ordered to be printed. 

ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


Mr. GROW. I desire to call the attention of | 
.» House to the fact, that to-morrow and Satur- | 
had will be private bill days, and that on Tues- | 
rr: the bill for the admission of Kansas | 


day next, 
will come up n order. 


I believe there are no spe- 
orders to prevent its being taken up. 


ok _T want | 
., wive notice that on Tuesday next I will ask a 
vote on that bill. aoe | 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania is giving some notice, I should like | 
to know if there is any validity in it. bad 
Mr. SHERMAN. Oh, no; it is a mere notice | 
of his own motion. 
Mr.SMITH, of Virginia. Because I will ebject 
to any special order. ; y 
Mr.GROW. The bill will come up regularly | 
on Tuesday. 
THE TARIFF BILL. | 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the ryles be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Unien, (Mr. Wasu- 
burn, of Maine, in the chair.) 

Mr.SHERMAN. I move that House bill No. 
338, to provide for the payment of outstanding 
Treasury notes, to authorize a loan, toregulate and 
fix the duties on imports, and for other purposes, 
be taken up for consideration. Ido notexpect to 
have a vote taken on this bill for two or three 
weeks; but | wish simply to have it taken up for 
consideration. I hope there will be no objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
the gentleman from Ohio as asking the consent of 
the committee to lay aside the bills having prece- 
dence of this, and to take up this bill. 

Mr. BRANCH. Is it in order for the gentleman 
from Ohio to ask to lay aside all the bills in a 
body? I make the point of order that he must 
make a separate motion to lay aside each. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
asks the consent of the committee to his propo- 
sition, 


Mr. BRANCH. I object. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Then I move to lay aside 
the annual message of the President. I will move 
to lay the bills and resolutions aside, one by one, 
until we reach the tariff bill. I only desire to 
reach the bill in its order, and we might as well 
do it by a single vote. 

Mr, PHELPS. The gentleman from North 
Carolina might as well withdraw the objection. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not intend to press a 
vote on the bill. I'wish simply to reach the bill 
and let it stand before the committee. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have this to say to my friends: 
that there are a sufficient number of members in 
the House desirous of having the tariff bill taken 
up for consideration, to take it up; and it is, there- 
fore, useless for us to consume time by requiring 
a vote to be taken on laying aside each bill that 
precedes iton the Calendar. I think the better 
course would be to let the bill be taken up at once 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope that course will be 
pursued. 

Mr. BRANCH. I do not think the fact that 
there Is hat ee of the House in favor of pass- 
ing this bill, or of taking it up, is by any means 
‘sufficient reason for our jumping over the rules, 
or dispensing with the realex. in order to reach it. 
bi myself am opposed to this bill, or any other 

ill that can be got for an alteration or amendment 
of the tariff. Lam of opinion that the tariff which 
we have got, although not such a one as I would 
prefer, is amply sufficient to meet the wants of 
the Government. I objected to the motion of the 
gentleman from Ohio, because I was opposed to 
reaching the bill, to taking it up, or to acting on 
# im any way at all; but if I stand alone upon 
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| three weeks, so as to allow ample time for the dis- || 
|, cussion of it. I shall propose to make the remain- | 
| Ing appropriation bills special orders one by one. 


| 
| 








| would ask the gentleman from Ohio whether it is 





this side of the House, I will not persist in that | 


objection. 

Several Memners on the Democratic side of | 
the House. You do not stand alone. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I shali object, if the 
gentleman does not, 
: Mr. BRANCH.” Then I persist in my objec- 
tion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. SHERMAN. lIask for a vote upon my 
motion without further discussion. : 

The CHAIRMAN. All discussion with re- | 


gard to the priority of business is out of order. 


| 
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pe.rigmt to take the floor now and discuss that 
rill? 

The CHAIRMAN. A motion is made to post- 
pone the consideration of this bill, and questions 
in reference to the order of business are not de- 
batable, by a 1 pens rule, and under the uniform 
practice of the House. The question is upon lay- 
ing aside the bill, the title of which has been re- 

vorted, 

Mr. BRANCH. I shall call for a division upon 
that, and for tellers, in order that we may see who 
is Willing to set aside the old soldiers, in order to 
getup a tax bill. [Laughter.} 





Mr.HOUSTON. Iknow that, and Iam pot go- 


ing to discuss the question. I merely wish to ask | 


the gentleman who is at the head of the Committee || 
of Ways and Means how many of his appropri- |) 


ation bills are yet in the committee undisposed | 
of? The gentleman will see the object of my | 
question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is no appropriation | 
bill standing ahead of this bill upon the Calendar. 
There are some four or five after it; but we can at | 
any time make those appropriation bills special | 
orders, and that will place them in advance of this 


I will say further to the gentleman that I do not 
propose to press a vote upon this bill for at least 


I now insist on my motion to lay aside the first | 
bill upon the Calendar. 
Mr. BRANCH. . Before the vote is taken, I 
is his purpose, when the bill is reached, to make | 
it a special order? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not intend to move to | 
make ita special order. If we reach it in itsorder, 
it will be before the committee; but that will not 
prevent a majority of the House from making the 
appropriation bills special orders, at any time, one 
by one. .1 propose to do that; but, meantime, this 
bill will stand in order before the committee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire toask one more ques- 
tion ofthe Chair. It is this: 1 have not the Cal- 
endar before me, and I do not know, therefore, 
what bills precede this one; but I desire to know 


of the Chair whether, if they are now passed over, || 


and this bill is taken up, that will not make this | 


I desire to press these bills first. \| 


|| ‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Brancuand 


| Burrinron were appointed. 
| The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 90, nocs 38. 


|| So the bill was laid aside. 


The following resolution and bills coming up 
in their order, were then severally laid aside, on 


|| motion of Mr. Suerman: 


| 


|| A resolution deprecating the example which 


| has of late years obtained, by the practice of the 
| subordinate officers of this House, of appointing 


|| ex-members of Congress to inferior places within 
bill. || their gift, as derogatory to the dignity of the 
|| House and calculated to impair its influence with 
|| the country. 


A bill to establish an assay office in the city of 
St. Leuis, in the State of Missouri. 


|} <A bill Oe for a superintendent of Indian 


| affairs for Washington Territory and additional 
| Indian agents. 

| An act in relation to the assignees of bounty 
land warrants. 

A bill to enable the trustees of the Blue Mont 
College to preémpt a certain quarter section of 
land, and for other purposes, 

A bill to provide for the public printing, bind- 
ing, engraving, and lithographing. 

A bill to reduce the expenses of the Post Office 
Department. 

k bill to suppress the unlawful collection and 
delivery of letters. 

A bill to provide for an appeal to the Supreme 
| Court of the United States in certain criminal cases. 

A bill to divide the State of Pennsylvania into 
three judicial districts, and to establish a district 
court to be holden in the city of Erie. 

A bill to authorize district judges of the United 





bill in order over the bills that precede it, until it |} 


is disposed of? I admit that a majority of the | 
House can make the appropriation bills special 
That would take a two-third vote. But, as be- 
tween the bills that pares this—not appropria- | 
tion bills—and this bill, will not the taking up of | 


this bill postpone all the other bills until it isdis- || proposed to take up for consideration. 


posed of ? 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands || 


that if this bill is taken up by the committee it 
will be before the committee until it is disposed 
of, unless other bills shall be made special orders, 
and thus take precedence of it. 

Mr. SuHerman’s motion was agreed to. 

The next business on the Calendar was a reso- 


lution directing the Clerk to remove the present | 


seats from the Hall. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I make the same motion in 
regard to that—that it be laid aside. 
r. WINSLOW. Idesire to ask the gentle- 
man when it is his purpose to call for action on 
the tariff bill? 


Mr. SHERMAN. At any time when the com- || 


mittee desire it, if they will indicate any day I 
have no particular wish in regard to it. 

Mr. Suerman’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRANCH. I would inquire if motions to 
set aside bills are debatable? 

The CHAIRMAN. They are not. 

Mr. BRANCH. Does the Chair hold that they 


are questions relating to the priority of business? 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so holds, and || 
it has been the practice of the House so to regard | 


them. 


The next business in order was a bill granting || 


pensions to the officers and soldiers of the war 
with Great Britain of 1812, and those engaged in 
Indian wars during that period. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that that bill be laid || 


aside. 


Mr. BURNETT. I desire toknow under what 


rule the Chair decides that, in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, a gentleman has 


States to act out of their districts in certain cases. 
The following bill then came up in its order: 


| A bill (H.R. No. 338) to provide for the pay- 
orders. They cannot make this bill a specialorder. |} 





Se notes; toauthorize a 
| loan; to regulate and fix the duties on imports, and 
| for other purposes. 


| Mr. SHERMAN. That is the bill which 1 


I move 
that the first reading be dispensed with. 
The motion was agreed to. 
|| Mr. LOVEJOY obtained the floor. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. It is now 


|| four o’clock; and if the gentleman from I[linois 
|| will give way, I will move that the committee rise, 
|! and let the gentleman start fresh in the morning. 
| Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 will yield, if it is the wish 
'| of the committee. It is immaterial to me whether 
| I go on now, or in the morning. 
Mr. ADRAIN. I move, then, that the com- 

| mittee rise. 
| Mr. BURNETT. I desire to call the attention 
| of the gentleman from Hlinois to the fact that to- 
| morrow is private bill day, and the gentleman 
will not have an opportunity of going on with his 
| speech then. 
| Mr. LOVEJOY. I prefer to go on now. 
Mr. Lovesoy then proceeded to address the 
| committee upon the slavery question. [Hisspeech 
| will be published in the Appendix.) 
| Mr. HARDEMAN obtained the floor. 
| Mr. HATTON. 
|| rise. 

Mr. WELLS. If the gentleman from Georgia 
does not desire to go on this evening, | would 
like to occupy the floor, as I have some remarks 
which I desire to submit. 

Mr. HARDEMAN. [have no objection, if it 
is the understanding that I shall have the floor 
| when the House next resolves itself into the Com- 

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [I object, if the re- 
| sult is to be to have this committee continue in 
| session two or three hours, with only half a dozen 
|| members present. 


I move that the committeo 
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Mr. BRANCH. I object without qualification. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
motion that the committee rise, 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wasupurn, of Maine, 
reported that the committee had had the Union 

enerally under consideration, and particularly 
House bill (No. 388) to provide for the ayment | 
of outstanding Treasury notes, to authorize a 
loan, to regulate and fix the duty on imports, and | 
for other purposes, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 


Mr. BRIGGS. I move that the House do now 


adjourn. 

Mr. COVODE. Will the gentleman withdraw | 
his motion a moment? I rise to a question of 
privilege. 

Mr, BRIGGS. I am willing to accommodate 
the gentleman a moment. I will hear him. 

Mr. COVODE. I rise to a question of privi- | 


lege. 

Mr. BRANCH. I hope no gentleman will en- 
deavor to transact any business now. 

Mr. COVODE. I am instructed by a special: 
committee to make a report to the House. 

Mr. BRANCH. I object. 

Mr. COVODE. The gentleman has no right | 
to object. It is a privileged matter. 

Mr. FLORENCE. A motion to adjourn is a | 
motion of higher privilege than any other. 

Mr. BRANCH. The motion to adjourn isa | 
privileged motion. | 

Mr. MILES. I beg the gentleman from New |, 
York to withdraw his motion. To-morrow is 
Good Friday, and a great many members are ex- 
ceedingly unwilling to sit to-morrow; and I beg 
the gentleman to allow me to offer a motion that | 
when the House adjourns it adjourn until Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. FLORENCE. And on Good Friday we 
can pass a great many private bills, and do a good | 





deal of good. I believe to-morrow is objection | 
day. 

r. BRIGGS. LI insist on my motion to ad- | 
journ. 


The motion was agreed to; and the House ac- 
cordingly (at five o’clock, p. m.) adjourned. 














IN SENATE. 
Frivar, -Ipril 6, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gunter. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I present the memorial of | 


Hon. Daniel S. Dickinson and other citizens of || 


Binghamton, New York, praying for the passage 
of an act directing a term of the district and cir- 
cuit courts of the United States for the northern 
district of New York to be held at that place, and 
a petition of Horatio Ballard and others, of Cort- 
land county, New York, praying for an act di- 
recting the circuit and district courts of the United 
States to be held at Binghamton, New York. In 
cennection therewith, | desire also to present a 
statement made by the clerk of the circuit court 
for the northern district of New York, in a letter 
addressed to the Hon. Cuantes B. Sepewick, of 
the House of Representatives, communicating 
some facts on this subject; and also a statement 
touching the number of counties, and the popu- 
lation of the several counties interested in having 
a court held at that place, they containing some 
four hundred thousand people; also a report in 
which is contained a sketch of a map and certain 
statements bearing on this subject. I move that 
they all be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of Jo- 
seph Wilson, a surgeon in the Navy, praying 
that the surgeons of the Navy may be allowed an 
increase of pay; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BINGHAM presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Fairfield, a soldier in the war of 1812, pray- 
ing to be allowed a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. KENNEDY, it was 
Ordered; That leave be granted to withdraw from the files | 
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sor, in 1815, to Abraham Hines and Matthew Hines, fora || 


On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 


» Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the memorial 


of the legal representatives of TW®mas Nelson, an officer 
inthe army of the Revolution, praying compensation for a 
louse destroyed by the military forces during that war, and 
to be allowed the commutation pay to which he was enti- 
tled. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE asked, and by unanimous 


consent cbtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
381) to provide for holding the circuit court and 
district court of the United States at Bingham- 
ton, in the State of New York; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. IVERSON, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the memorial of Jeffrey 
T. Adams, late clerk of the United States court 
for the Territory of Minnesota, praying tobe al- 
lowed the compensation contemplated by the act 
of 26th of February, 1853, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary; which 
was agreed to. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


|| was referred the bill (H. R. No. 220) for the re- 
| lief of Anson Dart, asked to be discharged from | 
its further consideration, and that it be referred | 


to the Committee on Indian Affairs; which was 


| agreed to. 


“Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill 


_(S. No. 369) for the protection of the fisheries 


upon*the Potomac river, in the District of Colum- 
bia, reported it with an amendment. 


STEVENS 'S RAILROAD REPORT. 


- Mr. LANE submitted the following resolution ; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
| agreed ta: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of printing two hundred 
extra copies of the final report of Governor Stevens of the 
exploration of a northern route for a Pacific railroad, for 
the use of Messrs. Suckley and Cooper, the naturalists of 
the exploration. 


ISLAND OF SAN JUAN. 


| Mr. LANEsubmitted the following resolution; 
_ which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
| agreed to: - 

| Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of State be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate the report of Henry R. Crosbie, Esq., 
embodying the facts and occurrences connected with the 
occupation of the island of San Juan. 


WILLIAM P. BOWHAY. 


Mr. HALE. 1 ask the indulgence of the Sen- 
| ate to take up, for passage, Senate bill No. 373. 
| Jt was reported by the Committee on Claims yes- 
_terday; and if the Senate will give me their ear 
| for about two minutes, I think they will pass it. 

It is in behalf of an old man, whom many Sen- 
ators may have met about the city, walking on 
| two crutches, nearly eighty yéars of age. His 
| name is Bowhay. e was reduced to this state 
_ hy injuries received in the naval service, on board 
| a national vessel; but not being an enlisted sailor, 
| he does not come within the pension law. The 
| committee have reported a bill to give him the 
| small sum of $500, in full for hisinjuries. I move 


that the bill be taken up. 
to; and the bill (S. No. 


The motion was 
373) for the relief of William P. Bowhay was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
| the Whole. It proposes to allow the sum of 
to William P. Bowhay, for severe personal in- 
{eree received by him whilst employed by the 
| United States on board the frigate Congress, 
| which rendered him a cripple for life. 

Mr. HALE. I think pe justified in moving 
to increase the sum to $800. ‘That was the sum 
originally asked; and I think that was the judg- 

| ment of the chairman of the Committee on Claims, 
| who had the subject under consideration. But, 
| for fear it might not pass, they put the bill at the 
small sum of $500. The old man now stands at 
| your door a cripple, and he has been so for years, 
injuries received in the service. I move the 
amendment, and I ask the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Claims to give his views upon it. 
Mr. IVERSON. e committee had this case 





_ fot in the city of Washington, bought by them at a tax sale || 
| of the Government. 


| 





| 
| 
| 


| 


_in the use of the Government, and that th 


April 6. 


man asked some compensation + Fate old 
had invented and obtained a patent for nm i 
e 


Government. He alleged that the machine was 


to pay some compensation for it. We lecesa! 2 
that, and found that his patent ex ired rig 
If the Government used it, they had a teks ee 
it after the patent expired; and therefore - Be 
clined to give compensation—although it is Ct. 
valuable invention, and no doubt the Gove avery 
has derived some benefit from it. He inane 
compensation for injuries sustained in the od . 
ment of the Government. The fact was ‘ke hy 
man was employed on the frigate Congross wy 
navy-yard at Washington city, and fel a 
scaffolding into the hold; timber fell on him al 
he has been a cripple ever since. He came bef 
the committee, and I do not think I have eyer _ 
a case that appealed so strongly to the sympatt a 
of Senators. He is in a very bad condition rm 
has been so for many years, growing out of : 
injuries received on that occasion, F 
grown very old—over eighty years of age—and 
is very poor; and he asks Congress to allow him 
a pittance for the residue of his days. | was jg 
favor, myself, of allowing $800, which the com. 
mittee allowed in another case toa man injured at 
the same yard, but not at the game time, very 
much under circumstances like these, Some men.- 
bers of the committee, however, said, * Perhans 
if it were put ata lower sum it would more readily 
pass.” ut I am satisfied he ought to have $a). 
and I am very willing to vote for the amendmen: 
which the Senator from New Hampshire has pro. 
posed. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended 
an‘ the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
read the third time, and passed. 7 


CHARLES PORTERFIELD’S REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mr. DURKEE. The Committee on Revoly- 


tionary Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 243) for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Charles Porterfield, deceased, have direct- 
ed me to report it back, and recommend its pas- 
“—_ I ask that it be put on its passage now, 
here being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. It proposes to direct the Secretary of the 
Interiog to issue to William Kinney and Thomas 
J. Michie, executors of the last will and testament 
of Robert Porterfield, deceased, a number of war- 
rants, equal to six thousand one hundred and 
thirty-three acres of land, according to the usual 
subdivisions of the public surveys, in quantities 
not less than forty acres, to be by them located 
on any of the public lands which have been or 
may be surveyed, and which have not been other- 
wise appropriated at the time of such location 
within any of the States or Territories of the Un- 
ted States, where the minimum price shall notex- 
ceed $1 25 per acre, to be appropriated according to 
the directions contained in the last will and testa- 
ment of Robert Porterfield, deceased, in the same 
manner and for the purposes directed in regard 
to the lands which were fost by those legal rep- 
resentatives in the actioh with Clark and others, 
pe decided by the Supreme Court of the United 


tates. 

Mr. POLK. I should like to ask the Senator 
from Wisconsin if this bill is in pari materia with 
Senate bill No. 196, for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Charles Porterfield. 

Mr. DURKEE. It is the same. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to¢ 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


OLIVIA W. CANNON. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. As I shall not be here on 
next private bill day, I ask the indulgence of ~7 
Senate to take up Senate bill No. 98, for the reliefo 
Olivia W. Cannon, widow of Joseph S. Cannon, 
late a midshipman in the United States. Navy. 
The bill has been reported by the Committee 0 
Pensions favorably. Mr. Cannon was 10 te 
United States Navy under Commodore Perry, 
during the last war with Great Britain. In | 
or 1856 Congress passed an act giving the widow 
a pension for the term of five years. She now asks 
for an extension of it during life or widowhoot 
The services of her husband were meritorious, 


of the 
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e committe s : : . 
aod (oe the pension during life or widowhood. I 
ten 5 


st the bill be taken up. 

or on was agreed to; and the Senate, as 

C mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (S. No. 98) for the relief of Olivia W. Can- 
. widow of Joseph S. Cannon, late a midship- 
mite in the United States Navy. It proposes to 
et to Olivia W. Cannon, for her life, or 
ode her widowhood, the pension at the rate 
eae her by the act for her relief approved 
7 iv tl ’ 356. 
Ate bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
“and passed. 

F. W. LANDER. 


WILSON. I move to take up bill No. 
ate the relief of F. W. Lander. { 


tume, 


within a few days, in the service of the Govern- 
ment, for the central portions of the continent, and 
| think we ought to settle this matter before he 
goes. I ask . have it taken up, and decided one 

-ay or the other. . 

*"the motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
984) for the relief of F. W. Lander was read a 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposes to direct the Secretar 
of War to audit and settle the account of F. W. 
Lander, for services rendered and expenses in- 
curred by him in making a reconnoissance for a 
railroad from Puget Sound to the Mississippi 
river, in 1854 and 1855; but the amount allowed 
is not to exceed $4,750, which is to be in full con- 
sideration for his services and expenses. 

Mr. WILSON. This bill has been before the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and been reported 
by the unanimous vote of the committee twice. 
li is sustained by letters from Captain Hum- 
phreys, and I think, and the committee thought, 
this amount was justly due, and ought to be paid. 
The bill puts it in the hands of the Secretary of 
War to settle the claim on equitable grounds. I 
hope it will be allowed to pass the Senate. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator tell us by what 
authority the expense was incurred? I am unin- 
formed. 


Mr.GRIMES. I call for the reading of the 


report, 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Towa has 
anticipated me. The reading of the report will 
give the information. 

The Secretary read the report of the Committee 
on Military Affairs and Militia, made at the last 
session. 

Mr. MASON. Iunderstand, from the reading 
of the report, that this gentleman made a survey 
for a route fora railroad somewhere in Washing- 
ton Territory, without the request or employment 
of any officer of the Government whatever. Sub- 
sequently, itseems, it was brought to the notice of 
the Government, and they have entertained it in 
some form, and paid him a gum of money for it; 
but the question 1s, whether it is expedient or wise 
to encourage this sort of proceeding. I cannot 
vote for it. I can see no equity or merit in it of 
any kind. 

Mr. POLK. I prefer that the bill should lie 
over, [think bills on the Private Calendar should 
not be taken up out of their order; and the read- 
ing of the report does not strike me very favor- 
ably. Perhaps I do not understand it, but I would 
prefer to examine the case a little. 

Mr. WILSON. The reason why I called up 
the bill at this time was this: I understand that 
Mr. Lander is to be ordered from the city ina 
very few days. As the matter has been pending 
hefore Congress for some time, it seems to me 
that it ought tobe settled, in justice to him, in some 
form before he is called upon to leave the city in 
the public service. That is the reason I called it 
up. The bill leaves the matter with the Secretary 
of War to be settled. By the statement of Cap- 
‘ain Humphreys, the sum of $4,750 is due him. 
This bill limits it te that sum, but leaves it to be 
settled by the Secretary of War upon equitable 
Principles. I think it ought to pass; but 


tion, 
Mr. POLK. 
reason: I feel bound to vote 


stands now. 
it, I aan Perhaps on fi 


do so for | 
the reason that Mr. Lander is about to leave, | 


| 


| 





do not 
wish to press the matter in the face of opposi- 


ittee have reported in favor of ex- 






























{ only made my remark for this 
inst this bill as it 

er examination of 

my opinion; but it strikes me, 


as said by the Senator from Virginia, that this | 
thing commenced at the mere motion of Mr. Lan- 
der. In the first instance, he incurs expense, and 
then one branch of Congress calls for his report, || 
and itis published; and now there is a demand 
for payment. It seems to me it isa bad prece- 
dent to set. I prefer that the bill should lie over. 
I am in favor of these explorations, and perhaps, 
on examination, I shall not object to this bill. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. " If the Senator ob- 
jects to the third reading of the bill to-day, it must 


lie over. 
Mr. POLK. Ido. 
ILSON. The bill has been taken up |! 





Mr. 
for consideration; but if the Senate does not wis 
to consider it now, I am willing that it should be 
assed over. 

Mr. POLK. I will not insist on the objec- 
tion, if the Senator is anxious to have it brought | 
forward; but I cannot vote for it as it now stands. | 

Mr. WILSON. 
settled in some form. 
5S een I object to the third reading of | 
the bill. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill having || 
received its second reading to-day, if objection be | 
made, it must lie over. 
Mr. MASON. I object. 


W. P. ZANTZINGER’S SURETIES. 


I should like to have the bill || 





Mr. HARLAN. I move to take up the bill || 
(S. No. 177) for the relief of John R. Nourse and || 
others. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read || 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of || 


the Whole. It proposesto release John R. Nourse || 


from the effect of a judgment obtained against him | 
by the United States in the circuit court for the 
District of Columbia, as one of the sureties of | 
William P. Zantzinger, late a purser in the Uni- 
ted States Navy; and to release the estate of Zant- | 
zinger of allclaims of the United States upon that 
judgment as against him. 
Mr. MASON. I ask for the reading of the 
wearti if there be a report on the bill. 
r. IVERSON. The Senator merely asks, [ 
suppose, some reason for taking up this bill out 
of its order. I consented, when the Senator from 
Iowa asked me to allow it to be taken up, because, 
under the circumstances, I thought it proper that | 
it should be. It is a good way off on the Calen- 
dar, and may not be reached regularly for weeks, | 
or possibly months. It is a case of this charac- | 


ter: Nourse was one of the suretiesof Zantzinger, || 


who was a 
with Great 
the sloop Hornet by the British fleet, it became | 
necessary to throw everything off the ship, to 
save her and lighten her, and the purser’s stores 
were thrown overboard, by order of the com- 
mander. The accounting officers allowed, under 
a previous act, a portion of the amount, but they | 
rejected some portion of the account, and a judg: 
ment has been rendered in favor of the United | 
States against Zantzinger and his sureties. Zant- | 


urser in the Navy during the war | 


and against the securities. Nourse is one of his | 
securities, and execution is now, I understand, in | 
the hands of the marshal of the district of Wis- 
consin, or perhaps Iowa, and Nourse’s property 
is liable at any moment to be sold and sacrificed. 


mittee was conclusive to their mind that the purs- 
er ought to have been allowed a larger amount 
for the property which was thrown over during 


ritain; and in the celebrated chase of || 


It is a just case. The testimony before the com- | 


zinger is dead, but it has gone against his estate || 





that chase, and to the extent of the amount of this 
judgment, which I think is about two or three 
thousand dollars. We therefore propose that he 
be released from et yn It is a case of 
some emergency, and therefore I consented to let 
the bill be taken up out of its order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is the reading of 
the report called for? As the Senator who called 
for it is not now present, it will not be read, un- 
less some other Senator desires it. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| expended 





CHICAGO HARBOR. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. A joint resolution has come 


| from the House of Representatives, not on the 
| Private Calendar, simply as to the expenditure of 


an unexpended balance of appropriation for the 

light-house at Chicago, and the protection of the 

yes at the end of which the light-house was built 

tis a a transfer of oppreqename of the un- 
1 


alance. {ask that it may be consid- 


ered now. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution (H. R. No. 11) provid- 
ing for the manner of expending the balance of 
appropriation ‘‘ for repairing the works and piers 
in order to preserve and secure the light-house at 
Chicago, Illinois,’”’ which had been reported ad- 
versely from the Committee on Commerce. It 
provides that the unexpended balance yet remain- 
ing of the appropriation made the 3d of March, 
1859, “‘ for repairing the works and piers in order 


| to preserve and secure the light-house at Chicago, 


[llinois,’’ shall be expended io repairing and im- 
proving the harbor at Chicago; but this is not to 


| interfere with so much of the appropriation as 


may have been already required by the Light- 


| house Board for repairs, in order to secure the 
| fight-house; but it shall be expended in accord- 


ance with its requisition. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
ordered to a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 

ELI W. GOFF. 


Mr. lVERSON. I move that the Senate now 
nw to the consideration of the Private Cal- 
endar. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no fur- 
ther morning business, the Chair will call up the 
Private Calendar. 

The bill (S. No. 113) for the relief of Eli W. 
Goff was read the second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It will be a direction 
to the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Eli W. 
Goff, late inspector of customs for the district of 
Vermont, $3,500, for expenses ectually incurred 
by him in his efforts faithfully to execute the rev- 
enue laws of the United States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

LEE AND JOHN DEATHERAGE. 

The Senate, as-in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 87) for the 
relief of Lee Deatherage and John Deatherage, or 
their legal representatives. It proposes to correct 
erroneous land entries heretofore made by these 


— and to grant them the land on which they 


ave actually settled, on their surrendering the 

patents heretofore issued to them, with a deed of 
relinquishment to the United States. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 


| be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


time, and passed. 
DAVID MYERLE. 
The bill (S. No. 118) for the relief of David 
Myerle, was read the second time. 

Ir. MASON. Thisclaim of Myerle is one of 
very long standing here; and it has been very 
much dcbated and litigated, and resisted, 1 know, 
by a great many members of the Senate, who are 
better informed about it than Iam. The inform- 
ation I have of it has been derived during these 
debates; and, unless some reason can be given, as 
far as my vote is concerned, | shall vote against 
it. Itisa large claim—over forty thousand dol- 
lars—which has been depending for thirty or forty 
years, I think; ae years, certainly. 

Mr. IVERSON. I hope the report will be read. 
It was drawn up by the Senator from Florida, 
Mr. Mauzory,| who is on the Committee on 
laims, and I think it is rather elaborate. 
Mr. MASON. I think, in the absence of that 
gentleman, the claim had better fe over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill having 





The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered 
to be engrossed fora third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. ; 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. WIGFALL gave notice of his intention to 

ask leave to introduce a joint resolution to con- 


tinue the light-ship at the entrance of the harbor 
of Galveston. 


| 


received its second reading to-day, if objection be 
made it cannot be read the third time. 
Mr. MASON. I shall object. ; 
The VICE PRESIDE Then the bill lies 


over. 





WILLIAM WALLACE. 


The bill (S. No. 120) for the relief of William 
Wallace, of Illinois, was read the second time. 
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and considered as in Committee of the Whole. It | 


provides for the allowance to William Wallace || 


of an increase of pension, at the rate of two dollars | 
per month, commencing on the 16th day of Sep- 
tember, 1858. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELIZABETH SPEAR. 


MOSES NOBLE. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 126) from the Court of Claims, for the relief 


_ of Moses Noble. 


| relief-of that same individual, which has passed | 


Mr. CLARK. There is a House bill for the 


| that body this session. It is No. 253 on the 
| Calendar. I move that the House bill be substi- 


The bill (S. No. 123) for the relief of Elizabeth || 
Spear was read the second time, and considered || 
as in Committee of the Whole. It provides for || 


lacing on the pension list the name of Elizabeth | 
one widow of Thomas Williams, late private 
in Captain Jernigan’s company in the Creek war, 
at the rate of half pay proper, commencing on the 


her life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

NANCY M. GUNSALLY. 

The bill (S. No. 124) for the relief of Nancy 
N.Gunsally was read a seeond time, and reac: 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to place the name of Nancy M. Gunsally, widow, | 
of Lymon M. Richmond, deceased, late private 
and musician in Company G, first regiment Mich- 
igan volunteers, in the war with Mexico, upon | 
the pension list, at the rate of half pay proper, | 
commencing on the Ist of January, 1859, and to 
continue during her life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. GENERAL MACOMB. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 67) granting a pension to Mrs. Macomb, 
widow of Major General Alexander Macomb. 

Mr. PUGH. 1 think we have passed a bill of | 
that character once during this session; and if so, 
this bill ought to be laid on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is in- | 
formed that this bill has been passed by the Sen- | 





-ate as an amendment to another bill. ‘The Chair | 


Chair hears no objection 


JOHN PEEBLES. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. | 
No. 125) reported from the Ceurt of Claims for 
the relief of John Peebles. 

Mr. POLK. I ask that that bill may lie over on 
account of the absence of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Davis.] I do not know what inter- 
est he may feel in the bill, but a gentleman who 
is interested in it spoke to me about it. 

Mr. [LVERSON. Icanstate the reason. The 
Court of Claims gave a judgment for only twenty 
or twenty-five dollars. Since then the claimant | 
has adduced some additional evidence. He now | 
asks that amount to be increased; and the Senator | 
from Mississippi, if interested at all, desires to 
offer an amendment to the bill to that effect. I 
think it very proper to let it lie over. 

The VICE RESIDENT. By unanimous con- 
sent, the bill may be passed over. The Chair 
hears no objection. 


MICHAEL NOURSE. 


The bill (S. No. 126) from the Court of Claims, 
for the relief of Michael Nourse, was read a sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It provides for the payment to Michael 
Nourse of $2,827 39, as acompensation in full for 
his services as acting Register of the Treasury, at 
various times between the 16th of February, 1830, 
and the 12th of May, 1847. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

JOHN ROBB. 


The bill (S. No. 127) from the Court of Claims, 
for the relief of John Robb, was read a second 
time, and considered as in Committee ofthe Whole. 
It provides for the payment to John Robb of 
$2,876 73, as a compensation in full for his ser- 
vices as acting Secretary .of War, in the years 
1832 and 1833. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be aes for a third reading, read the third 
time, an 


will, if there be no objection, lay it aside. The | 
} 
! 


| table, and to take up the House 


, ‘He’ || pass the bill, there will b d of the 
lith day of April, 1858, and to continue during |) ae ae eee 








|| tuted for this, so that we may have a final dispo- 


sition of the matter. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Let the bill re- 
ceive its second reading, and then it can be dis- 
posed of. 

The bill was read the second time. 

Mr. CLARK. I move to <4 that bill on the 

ill, so that if we 


matter. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R.C.C. No. 12) 
for the relief of Moses Noble. 

{t provides for the payment to Moses Noble, 
agent for the brig Good Hope, and the schooners 


Delta, Jasper, Sardine, Five Sisters, Common- | 
wealth, and Two Brothers, for the benefit of the | 
| persons entitled thereto, the sum of $1,704 68, 
\| for fishing bounties to which those vessels be- 
| came entitled in the fishing season of the year 


1852. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. CLARK. Is it necessary now to moveso 
indefinitely postpone the Senate bill, so as to get 
it off the sender? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie on the 
table and neyer be called up. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Bucnanan, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President had this day approved 


|| and signed the following acts: 


An act (S. No. 81) for the relief of Elizabeth 
M. Cocke, widow of Major James H. Cocke, late 
marshal of the district of Texas; and 

An act (S. No. 302) in relation to the return of 
undelivered letters in the post office. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, announced that the House had 
vassed a bill (No. 543) for the relief of Margaret 

/ hitehead. - 

The bill was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
had signed the foilowing enrolled bill and joint 
resolution; which thereupon received the signa- 
ture of the Vice President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 242) for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives of Robert H. Morris, late 
postmaster of the city of New York. 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 26) constituting 
Macon, Georgia, a port of entry for the time 
being, for the purposes therein specified, and for 
other purposes. 

The mes further announced that the House 
ordered, on the 26th of March, 1860, the printing 
of the report upon the meteorological observa- 
tions accompanying the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents. 

Also, that the House had ordered, on the 28th 
of March, 1860, the printing of ten thousand cop- 
ies, in addition to the usual number, of Governor 


Stevens’s final report of the exploration and sur- 


vey of the northern route for a Pacific railroad. 
ASBURY DICKINS. 


The bill (S. No. 129) from the Court of Claims, 
for the relief of Asbury Dickins, was read the 
second time and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It provides for the allowance to As- 
bury Dickins of $1,395 88, for his services as 
acting Secretary of the Treasury, at various 
times, between the 24th of April, 1829, and the 
3ist of May, 1833, $3,693 37 for his services as 
acting Secre of State at various times between 
the 10th day of August, 1833, and the Sth day of 
November, 1836; and $261 46 for his services as 
chief clerk in the Treasury De nt, from the 
Pm day of June, 1831, to the 7th day of August, 
1831 


GLOBE. 














April 6, 
Mr. IVERSON. The Committee on «.. 
oo an amendment at the last Session, }, 
did not report one this session. I propose wr ‘n 
the amendment which was proposed at are , 
Ss 


session. It is to strike out all after th 
/ 5 e 
clause of the bill, and insert: ©nacting 


That the proper accounting officers of 
partment be, and they are hereby Gecieeets Treasury De. 
to account with, and to allow to Asbury Dickins tas! uired, 
clerk in the Treasury Department, and late chief ee Chief 
the Department of State, for the time he disch Clerk jg 
duties of Secretary ofthe Treasury Department and & ~ 
tary of the Department of State, by appointment fj a, 
ident Jackson, the same compensation as was Sein te eve. 
by law to the heads of those Departments, deductine mag 
from the compensation received by the said Asbury bi nere 
as chief clerk of cither of those Departments, du ?ickins 
same time, to be paid out of any money in the Treasn® the 
otherwise appropriated. SUFY not 


on Claims 


I will make a short explanation of the amp d 
ment, and the Senate will decide whether Wad 
will re the amendment or take the original bill 
Mr. Dickins was formerly chief clerk in the Treas, 
ury Department and in the State Department and 
during the administration of Genera Jackson and 
also possibly during that of Mr. Van Buren 
while thus acting as chief clerk, in the absence of 
the head of the Department, he was appointed 


temporary Secretary of the Treasury or temporary 


'| Secretary of State, and discharged the duties. He 


went before the Court of Claims with his petition 
asking to be allowed the compensation of the Spe. 
retary of State and Secretary of the Treasury for 
those services, and the Court of Claims allowed 
him the whole amount of both salaries—eayp 
him the salary of Secretary and chief clerk also 
That was in conformity with decisions made by 
the circuit court of the United States for the Dis. 
trict of Columbia and the Supreme Court of the 
United States; but the Committee on Claims 
thought that was not fair; that, as Mr. Dickins 
had discharged the duties of Secretary of the 
Treasury, the probability was that some other 
man had discharged the duties of chief clerk, and 
therefore he ought not to have more than one sal- 
ary. They therefore propose to give him the 
higher salary, but deducting the amount which 
he received for the lower salary. That is the 
amendment. If that is satisfactory to the Senate, 
they will pass the amendment. If they want to 
allow him the whole amount of both salaries, 
they can reject the amendment and pass the bill. 
he amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PUGH. I should like to ask the Senator 
from Georgia why it is that he amends this bill 
in that particular, and has allowed two other bills 
of the same description to pass without amend- 
ment? 

Mr. IVERSON. No such bill has passed. 

Mr. PUGH. Two bills passed within the last 
ten minutes—one for the relief of Michael Nourse, 
and one for the relief of John Robb, giving them 
the pay of the higher office. In one case the 
party was acting as Register of the Treasury, 
and in the other as Secretary of War. If this 
amendment be madeNo this bill, I shall move to 
reconsider those bills, and put them all on the 
same footing. 

Mr. IVERSON. I will state to the Senator 
from Ohio that they escaped my notice at the 
time. This amendment carries out the principle 
settled by the Committee on Claims; and if my 
attention had been called to them, [ should have 
moved, of course, to amend those bills; but I did 
not hear those bills read, in fact. 

Mr. PUGH. Ido not oppose this amendment, 
I with the Senator; butafter that has passed, 
I shall move to reconsider those other bills for the 
purpose of amending them also. 

r. IVERSON. That is very proper. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in; the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed. 


MICHAEL NOURSE. 


Mr. PUGH. ‘Now I enter a motion to recon 
sider those two bills I mentioned. I shall not 
ask for its consideration now. I want the motion 
to be-entered to reconsider the bills Nos. 126 and 


127. 

Mr. IVERSON. My recollection is, the! 
amendments were introduced by the Committee 
on Claims to all these bills; but it was at the last 

when this question was decided by the 
committee, and I do not remember whether 2"y 
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call nave been reported to those bills at 
They can be very soon drawn up 
by the clerk. The same principle precisely is 


involved ESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 


amendnrents h 
this session. 


wae The Senator from Ohio moves to re- 
ait the vote passing the bill for the relief of 


Mien GH. I will not ask to have the vote 
on that motion to reconsider taken now. The 
pills may lie on the Calendar until next week, and 
la draw up an amendment, or the Senator can 
peri IVERSON. I simply ask whether there 
ig not alread y an amendment euone the ny 
If so, we can act upon It at once. ask the Sec- 
retary if there be no amendment among the papers 
accompanying this ball? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Ohio proposes that the question of reconsid- 
eration shall lie over for the present. ; 

Mr. IVERSON. No; I hope they will be re- 
considered by general consent, and then take their 

lace on the Calendar precisely as they were be- 
fore they were passed. Then, if the amendments 
are not now ready, we can pass over the bills 
until the amendments are ty ges its 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chair will 

ut the question on reconsidering the passage of 
Poth of mae bills. s 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. PUGH. Now Lask that the bills be passed 
over, retaining their place on the Calendar? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That course 
will be taken. 

Mr. IVERSON. I will prepare the amend- 
ments, and, in the course of the day, will call the 
attention of the Senate to the bills. 

Mr. [VERSON shortly afterwards said: Inow 
have the papers in the case of Michael Nourse. 
There wasan amendmentamong the papers which 
escaped my attention. I ask that that bill be taken 
up. The amendmentis already there, reported by 
the committee at the last session. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (S. No. 126) for the relief of Michael Nourse. 
The amendment is to strike out all after the en- 
acting clause, and insert: 

That the proper accounting officers of Treasury Depart- 
ment be, and they are hereby, authorized to account with 
and allow to Michael Nourse, late chief clerk in the office 
of the Register of the Treasury, for the time he discharged 
the duties of Register of the Treasury, by appointment from 
the President, the same compensation as was then allowed 
by law to the Register of the ‘l'reasury, deducting there- 
from the compensation received by the said Michael Nourse 
as chief clerk of that office during the same time ; the same 


to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. At this stage 
of the bill, it is not competent to amend, except 
byunanimous consent. The Chair hears no ob- 
jection. The amendment, therefore, will be con- 
sidered as agreed to by the unanimous consent of 
the Senate; and it is amended accordingly. 

The bill was passed. 


JOHN ROBB. 


Mr.IVERSON. NowI call up the other case— 
bill No. 127, for the relief of John Robb. I move 
to strike out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
Sert; - 


That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury De- 
partment be, and they are hereby, authorized to account 
with and to allow to John Robb, late chief clerk in the 
War Department, for the time he performed the duties of 
acting Secretary of War by appointment from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, the same compensation as was 
then allowed by law to the head of the War Department, 
deducting therefrom the compensation received by the said 

ohn Robb, as chief clerk of the said Department during 
the same time ; the same to be paid out of any money in the 
reasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no objection 
made, the Chair will regard this amendment as 


e by unanimous consent. 
The bil was passed. 


4 
RICHARD FITZPATRICK. 


f The bill (S. No. 130) from the Court of Claims 
or the relief of Richard Fitzpatrick was read a 
ae time, and considered as in Committee of 
¢ Whole. It provides for the ayment to Rich- 
ard Fitzpatrick of $12,000, in full for the use and 
o.oo of his plantation as a ae ost of 
© jvnited States between the years and 

; 8 also for the damage done to the planta- 
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| ico, and on the frontiers of Texas, on the invalid 
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tion in the cutting of wood and lumber during 
such occupation. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

CHARNER T. SCAIFE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 131) from the Court of Claims for the relief 
of Charner T. Scaife, administrator of Gilbert 
Stalker. 

Mr. IVERSON. There is a bill precisely sim- 
ilar to this which has come from the House of 
RepreSentatives, and the better course would be 
to let this bill lie on the table, and take up the 
House bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That course 
will be taken, no objection being made, and the 
Senate bill will lie on the table. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill (C, C. No. 82) for the 
relief of Charner T. Scaife, administrator of Gil- 
bert Stalker. It provides for the payment of 
$5,645 16 in full, for the use and service of the 
steamboat James Adams, belonging to Gilbert 
Stalker, from the lst of August, 1841, to the 9th 
of July, 1842. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, read the 
third time, and passed. 


JOHN ERICSSON. 

The bill (S. No. 132) from the Court of Claims, 
for the relief of John Ericsson, was read the sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to pay John Ericsson $13,930, 
in full for the balance les him for his services in 
planning the United States war steamer Prince- 
ton, and planning and superintending the con- 
struction of the machinery of that steamer. 

Mr. HALE. If there is a report in that case, | 
let it be read. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the opinion | 
of the Court of Claims; but before concluding— 

Mr. HALE. The reading was asked for at 
my request. I do not want to detain the Senate | 
any longer with it. There is enough disclosed 
in what has been read to suggest to my mind very 
serious doubts whether the bill should pass. I 
move that the bill be postponed until next Fri- 
day. I want to examine it. If it is a fair case, 1 
shall not say a word; but I really desire to exam- 
ine the bill. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


JAMES SMITH. 

The bill (S. No. 134) forthe reliefofJames Smith, 
was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It provides for placing 
the name of James Smith, now of the city of 
Washington, late a soldier in the war with Mex- 











pension roll, at the rate of eight dollars a month, 
to commence on the 4th of March, 1858, and to 
continue during his lifetime. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CORNELIUS BOYLE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 135) from the Court of Claims, for the relief 
of Cornelius Boyle, administrator of John Boyle, | 
deceased. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This bill, [ observe, is an- 
other of the same character as those which have 
been amended by the Senate. I ask the chairman | 
of the Committee on Claims if he has an amend- 
ment ready in this case also. 

Mr. IVERSON. There is no amendment re- 
ported at this session; but if it is one of the same 
class of cases, the Secretary will find the amend- | 
ment among the papers. If there be not an | 
amendment among the papers, the bill can be | 

assed over for the present, and I will prepare it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
advised that there is no amendment among the 

apers. 
, r. LVERSON. ThenI move that it be passed 
over for the present. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That coursg 
will.be taken. 1] 

Mr. IVERSON subsequently said: I have pre- | 

ared an amendment now in the case of Cornelius | 
yle, that was passed over alittle while ago. I | 

















send it up to the Secretary’s desk, and ask that 
the bill be taken up now. 


1567 


The bill (S. No. 135) from the Court of Claims 
for the relief of Cornelits Boyle, administrator of 
John Boyle, deceased, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It provides for the payment of $7,629 64, in full 
for the services of John Boyle asacting Secretary 
of the Navy, at various times between the Q18t 
March, 1831, and the 5th November, 1838, 

a ne I move as a substitute for 
the bill: 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby ts 
directed, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to pay to Cornelius Boyle, administrator of 
John Boyle, deceased, the sum of $7,629 64, in full for the 
services of the said John Boyle as acting Secretary of the 
Navy at various times between the 2lst day of March, 1831, 
and the 5th day of November, 1838, deducting any and all 
sums which he received as clerk in said Department during 
the time aforesaid. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and was read 
the third time. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. I want to say one single 
word in relation to these bills. I have acquiesced 
in the passage of several to-day. They strike me to 
be of exceeding bad policy, and making exceed- 
ingly bad precedents. I do not see how we can 
allow them. An officer, owing to some casual 
disability of his superior, performs his duty for a 
litle wmle, and twenty years afterwards it is made 
a regular business to come and present claims for 
the salary of the superior officers whose duties 
they have casually and for short periods per- 
formed. I think the length of time is alone a suf- 
ficient defense on the part of the United States 
against such demands. I donot think they ought 
to be allowed at all. What is past is past, and I 
am willing that it shall be so considered. I shall 
not attempt to make any opposition to this bill; 
but Ido not think I can ever stand or vote for 
another. We have made so many precedents that 
I think it is the last time my acquiescence can 
ever be extorted to any such bill. 

Mr. LVERSON. The Senator from Kentucky 
will allow me to say that these precedents can 
have no bad effect, because in 1849 Congress 





1] pe a law expressly prohibiting two salaries 
2 


eing paid to any officer. Thisis only for cases 
before that, established by the Supreme Court and 
the Court of Claims. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I am glad there is some 
prospect of relief from it. 

Mr. HALE. This is not obnoxious to one ob- 
jection of the Senator from Kentucky. The delay 
has been on the part of the Government in giving, 
not of the parties in asking. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. A very good reason 
they had,and a very good reason we should have 
for delaying it until the day of judgment. 

Mr. SIMMONS. This was nota mere tem- 
porary service. It was for a considerable time. 

The bill was passed. 


THOMAS FILLEBROWN. 


The bill (S. No. 136) from the Court of Claims, 
for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, was read a sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It provides for the payment of $430 to 
Thomas Fillebrown, in full for his salary as sec- 
retary of the board of commissioners for the Na 
pension fund, from February 7 to May 16, 1827, 
and for commissions on disbursements of that 
fund from 1825 to 1829. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


NAHUM WARD. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 137) from the Court of Claims, for the relief 
of Nahum Ward. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That bill is for a very 
large amount,a sum I am not willing to vote 
without looking at the papers. I ask thatit may 
lie over informally, and I will look at the papers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection, and ‘the bill will be passed 
ver. 

Mr. BENJAMIN subsequently said: I have 
looked at the case of Nahum Ward. I have no 
objection to its being taken up now, but I ghall 
oppose its passage, and I should like very well 
for the Senate to vote on that bill now. 1 think 
we ought to vote it down. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 8. 
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is called up by the Senator from Louisiana. 
The bill (S. No. 137) for the rekef of Nahum 





Ward was read a second time, and considered as || from Ohio moves to pos 


| 


| of the decision of the Court of Claims. 
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No. 137, which was laid aside for the time being I objections; and besides, we have no printed report 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 


one the consideration 


in Committee of the Whole. It provides for pay- | of this bill and all like bills until Friday next. 


ing to Nahum Ward, of Marietta, Ohio, the sum | 
of $67,678 27, in full for the amount due on forty- | 
three loan office certificates of the United States, | 
dated December 23, 1777. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I call for the reading of the | 
report made by my friend from Missouri (Mr. 
Pox] last session, or the session before last, the | 
reading of which, I think, will satisfy the Senate | 
that it is out of the question to pass this bill; and I | 
should like to have a vote taken on it by yeas and | 
nays. 

The Secretary read the adverse report made by 
Mr. Pork, from the Committee on Claims, on the 
26th of January, 1858. 

Mr. PUGH. Lask the Senator from Louisiana | 
to allow this bill to pass over until next week. I | 
think I can satisfy my friend from Missouri that 
he has greatly erred in two or three matters of 
fact—not of law—in his report, in relation to which 
the court has found against him, and in relation to 
which the court has found a sufficient explanation 
of the decisions made by the Treasury Department, | 
in evidence since discovered. Lam not prepared to | 
consider it to-day. Mr, Ward is one of my con- | 
stituents,and has had his case called to my atten- 
tion. 1 think I can satisfy the Senator from Mis- | 
souri and the Senator from Louisiana that there is 
an error of factin that report, and that the court 
has decided rightly. 
until next Friday. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ERNEST FIEDLER. 


The bill (S. No. 138) from the Court of Claims, 
for the relief of Ernest Fiedler, was read the sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the | 
Whole. It provides for the payment to Ernest | 
Fiedler of $392 90, in full for excess of duties paid | 
by him on importations of ammonia, made by | 
him into the port of New York, in the years 1846, 
1847, 1849, 1851, and 1852. 

‘Mr. SLIDELL. 








I should like to hear the re- | 


rt. 
The Secretary proceeded to read the opinion of 
the Court of Claims. 


ler’s case is for duties on ammonia. The docu- | 
ment that is being read is in regard to duties on | 
liquors. 
he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands that the Clerk is reading the report of 
the Court of Claims on Senate bill No. 138. 
Mr. SLIDELL. Perhaps it will enliven the 
Senate. 
Mr. PUGH. Then there is a discrepancy be- 
tween the bill and the report, because the bill says 


going tosay, however, thatthere are about forty of | 
these cases. Theyinvolve notonlyalargeamount 
of money, but grave questions of law, on which 
the Court of Claims, I think, has grossly erred, 
and reversed repeated decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and in effect repealed 

an act of Congress. The Committee on Claims, | 
to which they wereweferred at the last Congress, | 
reported against them. I believe my friend from | 
Louisiana [Mr. Bensamiy] and | had a brief dis- | 
cussion of five or ten words a few years ago, 

giving notice respectively that we would debate | 
the question on the one side and the other; and | 
not expecting that the Senate would make such 


progress in the Calendar, I am not now prepared || 

to state my objections and refer to the acts of |) 

I hope that all that | 
dut 


Congress and the decisions. 
class of cases refunding excess of 
and liquors will lie over, 
the return of duties based on leakage during the | 
voyage, though the duties were paid without pro- | 
test at the ume. If actions had been brought | 
against the collector, as the law would have re- | 
— before the establishment of the Court of 

' 

| 


ties on drugs | 


laims, they could not have been sustained, be- 
cnuse no protest was made. Now they have 
brought their actions against the Government in 
the"Court of Claims. 
megane. and important 
volved, and | hope that class of cages will lie over 
until Friday, when I shall be able to state my | 


It is a large amount of 


I move to postpone the bill || 


|| ticular case. 


. dieen : | Committee on Claims at the last session. 
Mr. SLIDELL. The bill in Ernest Fied- | 


They are claims for |, 


uestions of law are in- | 
' the rate of six 


| Mr. BENJAMIN. I make no objection to that 


postponement. I shall endeavor to prepare my- 


| self to answer any objections the Senator from 


Ohio may have in relation to these bills. I desire 
to repeat now, what I said before, that I think 
them due by the Government on the highest 
— of equity and justice; and I hope I shall 

_ be able to satisfy the Senate to that effect. 

| Mr. PUGH. 


I suggest that the decision of the 
| Court of Claims in the leading case, whatever it 
is, be printed. It has not been printed, I think, 
_ fortwo years; and probably we cannot very con- 
| veniently-have a copy of the document. I move 
that the decision of the Court of Claims in the 

leading case, whatever it may be, be printed. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
| advised by the Clerk that he has now in his pos- 
session the particular report in this case. There 
| was some error before. 
| Mr.PUGH. We can look at it between now 
_and Friday next. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
| from Ohio moves to postpone the consideration of 
| this and all similar cases until Friday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
further moves that the report of the Court of 
| Claims be printed. He will indicate the case in 
which he desires to have the decision printed. 
Mr. PUGH. The court made a principal de- 
| cision in one case, and then, in the other cases, 
| referred to that decision. Probably the Secretary 
| may find it. 
he PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
_derstands from the Clerk that the reports have all 
| been printed. 
| Mr. IVERSON. The Clerk is mistaken. The 
| Committee on Claims made a report in the case 
of Sturges, Bennett & Co., which was one of the 
class. That report of the Committee on Claims 
| has been printed, but it is not found-in each par- 
It is only one report in the case of 


| 
| 


| Sturges, Bennett & Co., and in that case the 


| Clerk found, probably, the printed report of the 
That 
has been printed, and is, of course, accessible to 
all Senators. The case of Sturges, Bennett & Co. 
_has only recently been reported back from the 
| Committee on fata having been overlooked 
| when this batch of cases was originally reported 
| at the present session. It is a late case on the Cal- 
endar, and among the papers of that case, I think, 
will be found the report of the committee. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to inquire of 
the Senator from Georgia if that claim of Stur- 


twi ' ' | ges, Bennett & Co. is sull pending? 
it is for excess of duties on ammonia; but the re- |, 
port speaks of duties on brandy and gin. I was || 


Mr. IVERSON. Iso understand. 
Mr. SIMMONS. The Senate dismissed the 
| case a year ago or more, I believe. 
Mr. LVERSON. Itis still pending in this way: 
the law establishing the Court of Claims directs 
| that all cases shall go upon the Calendar, and 
_ shall remain on the Calendar from session to ses- 
sion, and from Congress to Congress, until dis- 
»osed of by both Houses; and, of course, no case 
is considered as finally disposed of until both 
Houses concur in the same decision. 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 


_ pass over all bills of this class, without bringing 


them to the notice of the Senate. 
FRANCIS HUTTMAN. 


The bill (S. No. 143) for the relief of Francis 
Huttman was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to di- 
rect the Secretary of the Treasury to examine the 
claim of Francis Huttman for losses sustained by 
| the detention of the bark Callao, at San Francisco, 
| in 1848, by the act of the collector of that port, and 
, to settle it according to the terms prescribed in sec- 
| tion four of the act ** to create additional collection 
districts in the State of California, and changing 
_ the existing collection districts therein, and mod- 
| ifying the existing collection districts in the United 

States,’* approved September 28, 1850, as though 
it had been a collection district in 1848; and to pay 
the sum due for actual damages, with interest, at 
r cent. pe annum, from the 15th 


of August, 1848; and also the import duties and 


| 
: 


ton and light dues on the v — 
acted fon Huttman; but nothing fie uy ex- 
speculative or consequential damages. a 
The bill was reported to the Senate ordered 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the to 
time, and passed. third 
JEREMIAH PENDERGAST. 
The bill (S. No. 144) for the re}j 
Pendergast, of the District of Colum. 
a second time, and considered a, 


of Jerem; 
mbia, was = 


sj . 
of the Whole. It provides for pinta on 


of Jeremiah Pendergast on the pension Jj 

rate of eight dollars per neat cao a 
ee 1856, and to continue during his life 
~ = r the pension to which he is now entitled 
The bill was reported to the Senat 

be engrossed for a third reading, ate an 
time, and passed. 


OTWAY H. BERRYMAN, 


The bill (S. No. 145) for the relief of 

H. Berryman, was read a second time, a 

ne as - Committee of the Whole, |; pro- 

vides for the payment to Otway H. Be 

2,160 02, baleg the amount of beaten serene 
y him while commanding and acting as purser 

of the United States schooner On-ka-hy-e, 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear the ro. 
port in that case. 

The Secretary read, the report; from which it 
appeared, that the grounds relied upon by Liev. 
tenant Berryman are substantially those which 
induced paaggeans to grant relief to Lieutenant 
Charles G. Hunter, in 1858. Lieutenant Berry. 
man assumed the command of the United States 
schooner On-ka-hy-e in October, 1846, under an 
order from the Navy Department, dated the 2th 
October, 1846, and he immediately entered upon 
special duty, and performed active and arduous 
service in the Gulf ,of Mexico, to Brazil, and 
Chagres, pene twenty-two months, which was 
terminated + the total shipwreck of the vessel on 
asunken reef,in July, 1848. With his command 
he was ordered to perform the duties of purser to 
the vessel, and these duties he performed through- 
out the whole period of his command. No ad- 
justment of his accounts took place until his return 
to the United States, when it was found that he 
had actually expended as purser more money, by 
$2,325, than he could produce the requisite vouch- 
ers for. This sum he paid to the Government, 
and his accounts were balanced accordingly. He 
alleges that he has diligently and faithfully kept 
and disbursed the means intrusted to him as 
purser, to pay the lawful liabilities of the Govern- 
ment, and that the omission to take and return 
the proper vouchers for all his expenditures was 
alone the result of his ignorance of, and his want 
of ae in, the duties of purser. 

he bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


EBENEZER RICKER. 


The bill (S. No. 151) for the relief of Ebenezer 
Ricker was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to 
place the name of Ebenezer Ricker, late a corporal 
in the Army of the United States, on-the invalid 
pension list, at the rate of eight dellars per month, 
commencing on the 4th of March, 1856, and to 
continue during his natural life, on account of 8 
wound receiv 
ted States. 

The bill was report 


time, and passed. 
RANDALL PEGG. 


The bill (S. No. 154) for the relief of Randall 
Pegg was read a second time, and considered . 
se is 
pay to Randall Pegg $199 58, being the difference 

tween the pay allowed him as a watchman on 
of the Patent Office extension and 


in Committee of the Whole. Its pur 


the constructioft 
that allowed to other watchmen. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered : 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the thi 


time, and passed. 
ELIJAI R. MERRILL. 


The bill (S. No. 169) for the relief of Elijah Le 


conside 


Merrill was read a second time, a 


as in Committee of the Whole. Its object 18 


in the military service of the Uni- 


ed to the Senate, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
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eure the allowance to Elijah R. Merrill, of the 
ware Maine, the sum of $800, for injuries re- 
a while in the employment of the United 
aa ina dangerous service, and for medical and 
oe > expenses incurred in consequence thereof. 
The ol was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
he engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
and passed. 
H. H. HOWARD. 


The bill (S. No. 170) for the relief of H. H. 
Howard was read a second time, and considered 
gs in Committee of the Whole. It will be a di- 
rection to the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of H, H. Howard, late a voluntecr in 
the Oregon mounted volunteers, in the late-Indian 
war in that State, on the invalid pension roll of 
the United States, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, commencing on the 22d of August, 1859, 
and to continue for and during his natural life. 

The bill was reported te the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

JOSEPH VERBISKI. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No, 83) to authorize an increase of pension to 
Joseph Verbiski. ; 

Mr. BENJAMIN. There is an adverse report 
on that case from the Committee on Pensions. I 
move that the Senate contur in the adverse report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
suggest that the proper motion is the indefinite 
postponement of the bill. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move that it be post- 
poned indefinitely. 

The motion was agreed to. 


A. M. MITCHELL. 


The bill (S. No. 119) for the relief of A. M. 
Mitchell, late colonel of Ohio volunteers in the 
Mexican war, was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. , 

The bill was reported by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, with an amendment to strike out 
all after the enacting clause, and insert: 

That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized and djrected to pay, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to A. M. Mitchell, colonel first 
regiment of Ohio volunteers in the late war with Mexico, 
whatever amount may be ascertained to be due him for 
transportation from Monterey to Cincinnati, and from Cin- 
cinnati to Monterey, in 1846, the trip not having been per- 
formed under Srders, but by leave granted in consequence 


of temporary disability, caused by wounds received in ac- 
tion on 2lst September, 1846. 


The amendment changes the phraseology of the 
original bill. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in; and the bill 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time. 
It was read the third time, and passed. * 


WILLIAM MONEY. 


The bill (S. No. 174) for the relief of William 
Money was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It will be an au- 
thorization to the Secretary of the Treasury to 
inquire into the alleged seizure of certain horses 
in California, by the orders of General Kearny,. 
said to be the property of William Money, and 
‘0 pay the value of the horses thus seized, and 
which were appropriated to the use of the Army 
ce United States, under the command of said 

m 


Mr. PUGH, I ask for the reading of the report, 

if there be one in the case. 
he Secretary read the report, from, which it 
oon that the memorialist claims compensation 
ot forty-five horses seized under the orders of 
‘ — Kearny in California, and for other ar- 
re eslost, as he avers, in consequence of the con- 
ae of the troops under the command of General 
Then: The horses are valued at $100 each. 
© memorialist alleges that he had been engaged 


for many years as a naturalist, in exploring Cal- 


ume, 


fornia, ‘studying the 
. geology, geography, and 
Fenactions of the country, wih « view to pub- 
in 


formation accumulated by his observ- 
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ations and researches; and that he had compiled 
alarge manyscript volume, containing many draw- 
ings, paintings, and maps, which was worth 
$10,000. He says he had instruments connected 
with his scientific investigations in natural history 
worth $320; and personal baggage and provisions 
worth $680. He states that, in November, 1846, 
he left the town of Los Angeles for Sonora, and 
having reached an Indian village, called Howargo, 
was there deprived of his horses by the troops 
under the command of General Kearny, and thus 
deprived of the means of pursuing his journey, or 
of returning. He moreover states, “that inform- 
ation having been given by General Kearny’s 
troops to those Indians and to the neighboring 
tribes, that the country was under the American 
flag, and that it became the duty of those Indians 
to aid and assist in the American cause, and to 
prevent the passage of all persons from the settle- 
ments to Sonora, it was a sufficient incentive to 
the Indians for the exercise of their natural inclin- 
ation for 
troops of 
oners the whole of the memorialist’s party, and 
commenced an indiscriminate plunder of the prop- 
erty and baggage of the memorialist, and in a few 
moments totally destroyed all the valuable man- 
uscripts, drawings, maps, and interesting docu- 
ments, the result of more than twenty years’ 
arduous labor, and upon which the memorialist 
placed his sole dependence for his futuré mainte- 
nance. ; 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


GEORGE PHELPS. 


The bill (S. No. 175) for the relief of George 
Phelps was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It provides for 
the allowance to George Phelps of $1,155 in full 
for extra services performed by him while acting 
as messenger in the Quartermaster General’s Of- 
fice, from December, 1839, to May, 1846. 

Mr. PUGH. ‘This is a claim for extra ser- 
vices, is it not? ; 

Mr. IVERSON. Yes, sir; a different case from 
the others. 

Mr. PUGH. I discover that this and the next 
bill are both bills for the payment of extra ser- 
vices. 


ersons in the employ of the Government claim- 
ing for extra services. There seem to be two of 
that class of cases here. 


Mr. IVERSON. The report in the case sets | 


forth the facts. I will read the law to which the 


Senator refers. It exempts this case. The act of | 
August 26, 1842, the law to which the Senator | 


from Ohio refers, is this: 


‘¢ That no allowance or compensation shall be paidtoany | 
clerk, or other officer, by reason of the discharge of duties | 


which belong to any other clerk or officer ingthe same or 
any other Department; and no allowance or compensation 
shall be made for any extra services whatever, which any 
clerk or other officer may be required to perform, and no 
greater allowance shall be made to any such clerk or other 
officer than is or may be authorized by law, except to 
watchmen and messengers, for any labor or services required 
of them beyond the particular duties of their respective sta- 
tion, rendered at such times as does not interfere with the 
performance of their regular duty.” 


This is a messenger or watchman—a class of || 


officers exempted, by express provision of the 
law, from the operation of it—and the facts, as 
represented by General Jesup, present a strong 
case in favor of the claimant. If the Senate desire 
the facts, the report will show them. 

Mr. PUGH. 
the services; because I find, in the next bill, a mes- 
senger is to be paid for extra service as clerk. 
Although the act of Congress may allow particu- 
lar cases of payment to messengers, I think the 
Senate ought to be satisfied that the services were 
clearly out of the routine of his duty; otherwise 
we overturn the principle of the act. I observe 
in one of these bills that a messenger is to be paid 
for extra service as a clerk. The whole law may 
be avoided by appointing clerks messengers, and 


illage; and after the departure of the | 
eneral Kearny the Indians took pris- | 


shouldlike to know the natureof | 
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giving them the salary of messengers, and then 
the extra salaries of clerks. The cases require 
some explanation as to the nature of the service. 

Mr. IVERSON. The case of Phelps is for 
extra service performed by the messenger him- 
self, and General Jesup’s letter will explain fully 
the facts in the case. 

Mr. GRIMES. Read the report. 

Mr. PUGH. There was no report marked on 
| the Calendar. That was the reason I asked the 
|| question. 
| The Secretary read the report made at the first 
session of the Thirty-Fifth Congress, from which 
it appears that the petitioner claims for extra ser- 
levices as messenger, rendered in the Quartermas- 
|| ter General’s Office, War Department, at nights, 
| and Sundays, after the closing of the public offices, 


| from Ist December, 1839, to Ist July, 1846, six 





|| years and five months, at fifteen dollars per 


month, $1,155. Mr. Phelps was the regular 
messenger in the office during the period named, 
ata salary of $500 a year. The quartermaster 
| general states that the allegations contained in 

the memorial are true; that, in consequence of the 
pressure of business in the office, arising out of 
the Indian hostilities in Florida, he was obliged 
to remain in the office almost every afternoon, 
and often until late at night, and often-a portion, 
| and sometimes the whole of Sundays; and that 
| Mr. Phelps was obliged to remain and close the 
office, &c.; and General Jesup aflds: * that the 
sum he asks is small compared with the amount 
| of extra labor he has performed.”’ 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

R. W. CLARKE. 


The bill (S. No. 176) for the relief of R. W. 
| Clarke was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It provides for 
| paying to R. W. Clarke, late assistant messen- 
| ger in the office of Commissioner of Pensions, 
| the sum of $225, in full compensation for extra 





|| services performed by him in that office as clerk, 
| from January 1, 1851, to October 1, 1851. 

| The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
| 

| 


be éngrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


1 

| NICHOLAS UNDERHILL. 
I hope the Senator will explain it, for I | 

think we have an act of Congress which forbids | 


The bill (S. No. 182) for the relief of Nicholas 
Underhill was read a second time, and considered 
|| as in Committee of the Whole. It will be a direc- 
tion to the Secretary of the Interior to place the 
|| name of Nicholas Underhill, of New York, upon 
the roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate of four 
dollars per month, from the 4th of April, 1859, 
for life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered 
| to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
| time, and passed. 

CORNELIUS HUGHES. 


The bill (S. No. 183) for the relief of Corne- 
lius Hughes was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
vides for placing the name of Cornelius Hughes 
upon the roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate of 
| eight dollars per month, from the 17th day of 
| January, 1860, in lieu of the pension he now re- 








ceives under the act of March 3, 1853. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


REBECCA A. CORRELL. 


|| The bill (S. No. 184) for the relief of Rebecca 
|| A. Correll was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
|| to require the Secretary of the Interior to place 
| the name of Rebecca A. Correll, widow of Isaac 
| Correll, deceased, late private in company D, 
‘| eleventh regiment of infantry, United States 
) Army, upon the pension list, at the rate of $3 50 
|| per month, commencing orf the Ist of June, 1854, 
| and to continue during her life. 

| The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
| be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
\| time, and passed. 
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MRS. ANN P. DERRICK, i 


The bill (S. No. 185) for the relief of Mrs. Ann 
P. Derrick, widow of W. S. Derrick, deceased, 
was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. Its object is to direct 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury to 
account with and allow to the widow and children | 
of W. 8. Derrick, late chief clerk in the Depart- 


ment of State, for the time he performed the duties || 


of acting Secretary of the Department of State, 


by appointment of the President of the United | 


States, the same compensation as was then al- | 
lowed by law to the head of that Department, de- | 
ducting therefrom the compensation received by | 
him as chief clerk of the Department during the | 
same time. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and or- | 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. GRIMES. I understand this’ bill, so far | 
as it relates to Mr. Derrick, repeals the law of | 
1842. Is that so? 


services were rendered before that. 
Mr. GRIMES. I ask whether they were ren- | 
dered prior to the law of 1842, just read by the | 
Senator from Georgia, or since? | 
Mr. IVERSON. It was prior to 1842. The | 
present chief clerk has been in the Department | 
since before that time. These were services ren- 
dered prior to the passage of the law of 1842. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


JAMES MACCABOY,. 


The bill (S. No. 51) for the relief of James 
Maccaboy was considered as in Committee of the | 
Whole. It provides for the payment of $500 to | 
James Maccaboy, for losses and injuries suffered 
by him while engaged in the performance of his 
duty in the public service. 

Mr. HALE. Is there a report in that case ? 

Mr. SIMMONS. This bill was passed at the 
last session, and is on the same principle as two 
or three other bills which have been passed this | 
morning. 

Mr. HALE. Very well; I will not object. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third | 
iime, and passed. 


MILLS JUDSON. 


The bill (S. No. 186) for the relief of Mills Jud- | 
son, surety on the official bond of the late Purser | 
Andrew D. Crosby, was read a second time, and | 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It | 
proposes to direct the proper accounting officers | 
of the Treasury to readjust the accounts of the | 
Jlate Purser Andrew D. Crosby, and to allow | 
credits therein for sundry suspended or rejected | 
items to the aggregate amount of $1,196 87; which | 
sum, together with interest thereon, at the rate of | 
six per cent, per annum, from the 25th of June, | 
1855, to the date of payment, is to be reimbursed | 
to Mills Judson, being so much of the amount paid | 
by him upon a judgment obtained ee him | 
as one of the sureties on the official bond of Purser | 
Crosby. 

Mr BINGHAM. Read the report. 

Mr. IVERSON. I think it is hardly necessary 
to read the report. I will state, in a few words, | 
the character of the case. This man was surety | 
of Mr. Crosby, while he was purser in the Navy. 
Crosby fell from the mast, and died on board the | 
vessel, and in settling his accounts at the Treas- | 

| 





ury Department they fell deficient. An action | 
was brought on his bond against this surety, Jud- 
son, and judgment rendered against him for the 
amount of deficiency, which he has paid with in- 
terest; but since the death of Mr. Crosby some | 
original vouchers have been discovered, which | 
were not brought into the case when the account | 
was settled ; and thisis to allow the Secretary to pay | 
him back the amount shown by these vouchers. | 

Mr.,BINGHAM. Where are the vouchers? | 

Mr. IVERSON. They are among the papers. | 
The committee had them under investigation. | 

Mr. BINGHAM. Ido not insist on the call 
for the reading of the report. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

CURTIS GRUBB. 


The bill (S. No. 187) for the relief of Henry | 
G. Carson, administrator of Curtis Grubb, de- | 
ceased, was read a second time, and considered 





SS 


as in Committee of the Whole. It provides for 


Grubb, deceased, surviving partner of the firm of 
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the payment to the legal representatives of Curtis || he was 





April 6, 


was Sane z Mr. Evans, for instance 


’ whe n 


here is no law Providing for th, 


case except this one which w 


eh . : ear ING {rr +} 
| Curtis and Peter Grubb, the amount of a certain || paymentof this claim. It is © passing for ;},, 


final-settlement certificate, numbered 265, letter 
| ** N,’’ dated January 5, 1784, issued by Benjamin 


| Stelle, commissioner for settling debts of the Uni- || 


ted States in the State of Pennsylvania, to Curtis 
and Peter Grubb, on account of cannons, shot, 
| and shells furnished during the revolutionary war, 
now certified by the Register of the Treasury to 
| be still outstanding and unpaid, which certificate 
amounts to the sum of $4,180 56, and upon which 
| interest will accrue from December 16, 1844, the 
| time of making the first application to Congress 
| for relief, until the time of payment. 
Mr. HALE. I should liketo know something 
about this case. 
Mr. CAMERON. This is one of those claims 
| that ought to have been paid long ago. Mr. Peter 
| 


|| Grubb was the owner of one of the only two fur- 
Mr. IVERSON. Ido notknow. I think these || 


naces in Pennsylvania, at the time of the Revo- 
| lution, and the only place where cannon could be 
cast at that time. He fulfilled the demands of the 
Government during the war. He took whatever 
| he could get. He took sometimes continental 
money; sometimes something a little better; and 
I recollect, on looking over the account, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, I found that he once took in 
payment a numberof Hessian prisoners. [Laugh- 
ter.] The Government would send him some 
risoners, and charge him six pounds apiccc, 
Peaapitventa currency, for the prisoners; and I 


geptleman sent back six of those Hessians, and 
said they were unfit for duty. He paid six pounds 
apiece for them, and never got a cent in return. 
He was aman of great patriotism and large wealth; 
and he, or his son, never made any demand to 
have the amount settled; but in the course of time 
the family became reduced in circumstances, and 
looking over the accounts, they found this sum 
due. Everybody in Pennsylvania who remem- 
bers old Peter Grubb and knows his descendants 
is satisfied that the claim ought to have been paid 
along time ago. I think there ought to be an 
amendment, to pay him back the amount he paid 
for the six Hessians who were returned. [Laugh- 
ter.] But I will not insist on that, 

he bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


COLONEL WILLIAM THOMPSON. 


The bill (S. No. 188) for the relief of the sur- 
viving grandchildren of Colonel William Thomp- 
son, of the revolutionary army of South Carolina, 
was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
the accounting officers of the Treasury to settle 
and adjust the account of William Thompson, late 
a colonel of the third regiment of South Carolina 
continental troops in the revolutionary war, and 

ay to his surviving grandchildren, William E. 
Fraskell, Charles T. Haskell, Charlotte Rhett, 
widow of James S. Rhett, Mary E. Darby, widow 
of A. B. Darby, Caroline Lewis, widow of Dr. 
John B. Lewis, and Charlotte A. Goodwyn, wife 
of Robert H. Goodwyn, the sum of p62, being 
his five years’ full pay as a colonel of cavalry, 
according té the resolve of Congress of March 22, 
1783. Italso proposes to direct the Commissioner 
of Pensions to issue, in the names of the grand- 
children of Colonel William Thompson, a war- 
rant for such an amount of bounty land as was 
provided for a colonel under the resolve of Con- 
gress of September 16, 1776. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will inquire, from the hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky, if this bill is based 
on the principle of the general bill allowing com- 
mutation of revolutionary half pay, which the 
Senate refused to pass upon full discussion? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I did not hear the bill 
read. My attention was not directed to it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The question is, whether 
this is one of those claims for commutation of half 
pay which were included in the general bill that 
the Senate refused to pass? . 

«Mr. CRITTENDEN. Let the bill be read 

in. 

The Secretary read it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, It is a claim founded 
on the resolutions of Congress, and as such would 
have been embraced in any general law, such as 


| 
| 
remember reading amongst the papers that the old 


| 


: one which the 
mittee supposed to be due under the resolutic, m- 
on of 


Congress to which it refers 
been paid. The only a a It has no: 
had was whether it was proper for the Committers 
bills in individual cases, while tho i ‘0 report 
Congress seemed to be unwilling to a and 
eral bill on the subject. This case 7 any gen. 
plainly and clearly made out, and wedi ed to be 
at liberty to reject it, Not feel 

Mr. COLLAMER I do not understand th; 
ease as the gentleman does. | understand his 
general law which we proposed in relat; a oe 
officers of the Army wasa law to m 
who had received their commutation {ho half 
for life. Now, this bill is for the commu 
not for half pay. The resolutions of Co...” 
of 1778 were, that those who remained jy th. «,, 
vice until the close of the war should Sioa a 
pay for life. By the resolution of 1783, the mae 
to have five years’ full pay in lieu of it. The a 
eral bill which has been reported is to mal:,.., 
the deficiency of those who took their commute 
tion and make it equal to the half pay foy life ‘ 
which they say they Were constrained into fron, 
the necessity of the case. I understand this t 
be a case in which the officer has not had his a“ 
mutation at all. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Certainly. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I see no reason in the 
world why the man should not have his commyta. 
tion, if he has not had it. It would not come 
within the general bill at all. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. It would come within 
a general bill, if we chose to provide by general 
bill for the payment of all such cases; but we have 
provided by no law for the payment of any such 
case, and therefore it becomes necessary to pass 
these special acts. ; 

Mr. IVERSON. _ I move to postpone this bil! 
until next Friday. It is one of those cases which, 
if pessed, will be a precedent for thousands of 
others; and of course, it will give rise to the pass- 
age of a law for the payment of all revolutionary 
claims. [ want it postponed simply because | 
think it involves too great a principle to be de- 
eided bya thin Senate. Besides, I know my col- 
league would be very glad to take part in the 
discussion of this bill. He did take part in the 
discussion of the general bill; and the Senate, upon 
full discussion and consideration, rejected that 
general bill. That general bill was based pre- 
cisely on the same principle with this bill, as | 
understand it. I think it had better be postponed, 
and I move to postpone it until next driday. 

Mr. PUGH. [ think the Senator from Geor 
gia is mistaken. The resolution of 1780—I be- 
lieve that is the date of it—at all events, that res- 
olution about which we have had so much contro- 
versy, provided that all officers who would remain 
in the service from that date until the disbanding 
of the Army, should be entitled to half pay for 
life. Afterwards, on petition of the officers, Con- 

ress commuted that to five years’ full pay. Now 
if this gentleman was within that resolution—that 
is the question I ask my friend from Kentucky— 
if he was within the contract, it is simply a bill 
to make good the contract. The opposition which 
was offered to the general law by the Senator from 
Georgia, not now present, and myself, as well 
as many other Senators, was that it purported to 
set aside the contract, and remit them back to the 
half pay for life. Therefore this bill, so far (rom 
earrying out the principles of the general bill 
which was defeated in the Senate, is simply mak- 
ing good to sho party what we then acknowledz: 
due to him. hey did, in nearly all the cases, 
receive commutation. If this gentleman did not, 
it is for some exceptional reason which ree! 
my friend from Kentucky can state. If he “n 
not receiv? it, undoubtedly it is due to him; 2” 
I am sure that the argument of the Senator !rom 
Georgia, not present, would not be directed agaist 
such acase. That case is within the resolution. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I beg leave to read the 

learly and dis- 
report. It states the facts more clearly ane 
i i llection: 
tinctly than they remain in my reco 

“The evidence submitted shows that there is n° go 
that William Thompson was colonel of the third Sout 
Carolina continental regiment of mounted troops, from the 
24th day of July, 1776”— 
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Twenty days after the Declaration of Independ- | This transaction happened a long time ago. The 
wenly G4y~" | > 


ence see of the revolutionary war in 1783, and that he 
- al his commutation and bounty land, and died 
: te . ‘Od of November, 178 5.9? 

Th re are the facts of the case, and the bill pro- 
oe yr the payment of the commutation. 


Then he is clearly within the 


des 1 
“Mr. PUGH. 
relat ESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
: oe ah moves to postpone the further con- 
ie vation of the bill until Friday next. 
er, COLLAMER. Those officers who had 
on in the war were, in the winter of 1778, in- 
vd to go home; and in order to induce them 
say in the Army, the resolution of 1778 was 
od. that if they would remain until the close 
Phe war they Should receive half pay for life. 
N ke this gentleman, according to the report, was 
“che Army at that time, and served to the close of 
war: and, of course, was entitled to his half pay 
f But in 1783, in consequence of a good 


by 


for life. 


deal of talk about providing for men for life, (not | 


at the request of the officers precisely, as the 
gonator from Ohio has it,) a resolution was passed 
hat in lieu of this half pay for life they should 


have a commutation of five years’ full pay in lieu | 


of it; but they were to give their consent to this, 
nd they did meet in regiments and divisions, and 


fve years’ full pay. They generally received it, 
ind the books show it. I have had occasion to 
examine them often in relation to many men, and 


vonerally did give that consent, and afterwards | 


THE CONG 


| others. 


officer died in 1796. If there were nota great many 
instances of such neglect on the part of officers, it 
might be of some more force against the claim 
that no explanation can be made of the delay. 
But, in the infinite variety of human situations 
and human affairs, we must look for this sort of 
negligence; and our records furnish abundant evi- 
dence of it, not in this case only, but in man 

The gentleman must recollect that South 
Carolina was about as far from the seat of Gov- 
ernment at that day, practically, in point of time, 
as we are now from San Francisco, with a great 
deal more of facility to come from San Francisco 
here than there was in that day in getting from 
where this gentleman lived in South Carolina. I 
cannot give any other account of it. There is 
none in the papers, and none furnished by the evi- 


| dence. He lived until 1796, and then diced. That | 


was ten or twelve years after he was entitled to 
this allowance. I think this delay cannot be con- 
sidered as creating much doubt as to the genuine- 
ness of the claim. 

Mr. IVERSON. I desire to ask the Senator 
from Kentucky, the chairman of the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, whether the committee 
made any examination at the Department to see 
whether this money had been actually paid or not, 


| or have they just gone on the presumption that he 


they received their commutation pay; thatis, their || 


never was paid, and,. being satisfied that he was 
an officer, and that the amount was due, instituted 


|| no investigation as to the fact of his having been 


almostaniformly I found their receipts, from which 


che very amount now proposed to be paid to this 
man’s grandchildren. The general bill proposed 
to be brought in, was a bill to pay them, pursuant 


it appeared, by the books, thatthey had been paid | 


to the first engagement, the half pay for life, al- | 


though they took theircommutation. That failed 
in the Senate, as has been stated; but it had noth- 
ive in the world to do with the commutation pay. 
It was rejected on the ground that they had re- 


ceived their commutation to their satisfaction, and | 


should haveno more. Nowif this officer has not 
had that commutation, clearly he should have it. 

Mr. PUGH. The point of explanation I want 
is to know why he did not do it. There are many 
eases Where the officer died; but it is very ex- 
traordinary that an officer should have remained 
in the service until the disbanding of the Army, 
und not have received it. The report does not 
explain that. ‘The resolution was not as the Sen- 
ator from Vermont supposed. According to my 


recollection, it was passed in 1781; at all events | 


afier the surrender of Cornwallis and after the 
hostilities had concluded for all practical pur- 
poses. It is a great mistake to say that resolution 
was passed to encourage the officers to remain in 
the service during the war. It was passed: after 
the last gun was fired, and it was te prevent the 
officers from going home before the treaty of peace 
was ratified; and Congress simply said to them, 
that if they would remain in service until the 
Army was disbanded by act or resolution of Con- 
gress, they should have this half pay for life. It 
is well known that that resolution creating pen- 
sions for life, together with the establishment of 
the society of the Cincinnati, which was intended 
to be hereditary, produced a wonderful excite- 
ment throughout the country, and General Wash- 
ington was troubled about it, and Mr. Jefferson, 
and others; and the officers themselves, to avoid 
that difficulty, applied to Congress to commute 
for five years’ full pay; and Congress did com- 
mute it. That I say was a good contract, and 
that Was our position before. What I intended 


to find out from my friend from Kentucky was, | 


what is the explanation of this gentleman’s case. 
1e was living at the time. If he had died and 
through the ignorance of heirs or anything of that 
sort the application had not been made, [ could 
understand it. If he never received it for any 
cause, he is within the resolution; but it seems to 
- the statement is defective in not explaining to 
- Senate why this gentleman did not receive 
“ie money which was then subject to his claim 
in the Treasury. There may be good reason for 


— oe, 1 am certainly willing to vote for the 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Ishould be ylad to ex- 
pan, to remove any — doubt from the mind 
of my friend, if I could give him any explanation. 





paid? The Senator from Vermont says he has 


| seen the record in some of these cases, and I dare 


Sp a 


Say itexists. If the commutation was ever paid 
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line, excepting suchas died, resigned, or were dismissed the 
service, continued actually in service to the close of the 
war. None were legally thrown out of the service, certainly 
in the third regiment, by being declared supernumerary. 
If Colonel Thompson had died, resigned, or beef dismissed, 
that fact should be of record. As the South Carolina line 
did not consent to the commutation of five years’ full pay, 
and consequently made no return of those entitled thereto, 
the usual presumption against those, in other States, not 
returned as entitled to commutation, does not apply to her 
officers. 

The fair presumption, from the rolis and records in this 
office, and from all accessible data, is, therefore, that Wil- 
liam Thompson continued in service, as Colonel of the 
third regiment of the South Carolina line, on continental 
establishment, until the close of the revolutionary war. 

{ am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE C, WHITING, Commissioner. 
Cuartes If. Ruerr, Esq., Present. 
I also find this letter from the Third Auditor: 
Treasory DeraRTMENT, Tuirp Avprror’s Orricr, 
November 24, 185%. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of the I%th instant, making 

inquiry relative to the commutation pay of Colonel Wil- 


| liam "Thompson, of tbe South Carolina line of the Army of 


the Revolution, I have to inform you that it does not appear, 
from the revolutionary records of this office, that he re- 


| ceived commutation, nor is he returned as having been en- 
| titled thereto. 


Respectfuly, your obedient servant, 
RK. J. ATKINSON, Auditor. 
Cuaries I. Ruetr, Esq., Department of the Interior. 


There is still another letter, which I will read. 


| Itis from the Third Auditor’s office, directed to 
| General Shields, when he was chairman of the 
| committee: 


to Colonel Thompson, I take it the evidence is on | 


the record of the Treasury Department. 
Mr. COLLAMER. No doubtit would appear 
there. 


Mr. IVERSON. 


I want to know of the Sen- 


ator from Kentucky whether that investigation has | 
| been made; whether the committee have gone there 


or sent there to ascertain the fact. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Lamunable to give the 


Senator full satisfaction on that subject. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Ihave looked ie ers, | 


and think they are satisfactory. I willrea 
of the Commissioner of Pensions. 


a letter | 
In reply to a | 


letter of Mr. Rhett, asking him particularly to ex- | 
amine the books and see whether anything was | 


paid to this officer, whether for half pay or com- 
mutation, he said: 
Pension Orrice, November 24, 1858. 

Sir: Jn reply to your letter of inquiry of the 9th instant, 
1 have to make the following statement: 

The South Carolina regiment of rangers was placed on 
the continental establishment by authority of a resolution 
of Congress of the 24th of July, 1776, and became the third 
regiment of the South Carolina line. The rangers, being 
a mounted regiment, were permitted by Congress to serve 
on horseback, or on foot. William ‘Thompson, the colonel 


of the rangers, and who had served with such distinction | 
in the defense of Fort Moultrie as to have received a vote | 


of thanks from Congress, was continued in command of the 
regiment, with the rank of lieutenant colonel and the pay 


of a colonel of foot; and, in November, 1776, he was pro- | 


moted to the rank of colonel. From this time up to the 
close of the war, on all the rolls of the third South Carolina 
regiment, and on all lists of officers of the South Carolina 
line in this office, no name but that of William Thompson 


occurs as colonel or commandant of the regiment; while | 
our rolls show that other regiments of the same line were 
commanded by different officers at different periods of the | 


war. This regiment is shown to have been in service quite 
up to the fall of Charleston, and it is equally certain that 
Colonel Thompson continued its commanding officer. After 
the release of the officers included in the capitulation of 


Charleston, which was not until some time in 1781, the | 
continental forces of South Carolina had become so scat- | 
tered and demoralized by the British invasion, that they | 


performed very little service in the field, their operations 


being mostly confined to checking the depredations of the | 


sritish and Tories upon the Whigs. Still an organization 
was kept up, and the continental troops of South Carolina 
continued to perform actual service up to a very late period 
of the war. 

Our rolls and records are imperfect; yet we have rolls 
showing that the officers and soldiers of the third South 
Carolina regiment continued in service, under a regular 
organization, until as late as in May, 1783, and enlistments 
into the regiment were received as late as August, 1782; 
and also, that, of the considerable number of commissioned 
officers of the third regiment on its muster-rolls, une half, 
at least, served to the close of the war. 

By reference to the Journal of Congress of the date of 
October 31, 1783, it will be seen that the South Carolina 
line did not assent to the commutation of five years’ full 
pay in lieuof half pay for life. Her quota, by the arrange- 
ment at the close of the year 1780, was redaced from six to 


two regiments, yet she appears not to have reduced her | 
force in accordance with the congressional arrangement; | 


and accordingly the rolls of her service show that portions 
of nearly or quite all her regiments continued in actual ser- 
vice until the close of the war. 


It appears, then, that the officers of the South Carofina | 








Treasury DerarrMent, Turrp AupiTor’s Orrice, 
December 22, 1858. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 21st instant, in which you state, that as 
chairman of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims of the 
Senate, you are directed to request that I will furnish the 
committee with such evidence as this office affords in re- 
lation to the half pay which it is supposed that Colonel 
William Thompson, ofthe third South Carolina continental 
troops, may have received or been entitled to. In reply, I 
have to inform you that, upon an examination of the rev- 
olutionary records of this office, I do not find that Colonel 
William Thompson, of South Carolina, has received half 
pay for life, ora commutation of five years’ full pay in lieu 
thereof, no such officer being returned for land or commu- 
tation. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. J. ATKINSON, Auditor. 


Hon. James Suretps, Chairman Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims, United States Senate. 

I think that makes the proof perfect. . 

Mr. IVERSON. I withdraw my motion to 
postpone. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN subsequently said: I 
wish to move a reconsideration of the bill we have 
just passed for the relief of Colonel Thompson’s 
1eirs. By an inadvertence, and the very common 
ease of giving five years’ full pay, we have robbed 
the heirs of Colonel Thompson of three years’ half 
pay. He never received any commutation. It 
appears that the South Carolina line never came 
to any determination to receive the five years’ full 


ay. 
P Nir. BENJAMIN. They actually refused it. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. His heirs then are enti- 
tled to about twelve or thirteen years’ half pay, 
which is two or three years’ more pay than the 
bill actually gives. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Now let the bill lie over 
until we get an opportunity to considerit. I will 
call it up as soon as I prepare an amendment that 
is appropriate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


the table, by common consent. 
FRANKLIN PEALE. 


The bill (S. No. 189) for the relief of Franklin 
Peale was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It provides for the 
payment to Franklin Peale of $10,000, in full 
compensation for the use of all of his inventions 
and improvements, and for his extra-oflicial ser- 
vices in connection with the Mint of the United 


It will lie on 


States and its branches. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 


| be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


|| time, and pasged. 


LAND TITLES IN MAINE. 


The bill (S. New 191) to provide for the quieting 
of certain land titles in the late disputed territory 
in the State of Maine, and for other purposes, was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
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tee of the Whole. It makes appropriations to 
pay the owners of land claimed by the State of 
Maine, but which, by the Ashburton treaty, fell 
within the British dominions, and to which these 
owners, who held under the States of Maine and 


Massachusetts, lost title by the operation of the | 


treaty. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The attention 
of the Chair is called to an evident clerical omis- 
sion. It speaks of the * Secretary”’ instead of the 
*‘Secretary of the Treasury.’’ ‘That will be rec- 
tified by unanimous consent. 

The ‘ill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CALIFORNIA CIVIL PUND. 


The next bili on the Calendar was the bill (8. 
No. 193) to authorize and direct the payment of 
certain moneys to the State of California, which 
were collected in the ports of said State as a rev- 
enue upon imports since the ratification of the 
treaty of peace between the United States and the 

tepublic of Mexico, and prior to the admission 
of said State into the Union. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. That bill has never been 


referred to any committee, that I can see; and I | 


believe it is a bill of some importance. I move 
to refer it to the Committee on Finance. 


The motion was agreed to. 


JAMES BELL. 

The bill (S. No. 195) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of James Bell, deceased, was read 
asecond time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It provides for the payment to Wil- 
liam Cameron, administrator of the estate of 


James Bell, late of Chambley, in the province of || I 
| the Senate once, after a very full discussion, and 


Lower Canada, for the use and benefit of his heirs 


and legal representatives, and to such other per- | 


sons as may show themselves legally entitled 


thereto, the sum of $329 31, that being the bal- | 
ance of principal found due to the representatives | 


of Bell, upon the settlement of their accounts at 
the Treasury, under the act entitled * An act for 
the relief of the heirs of James Bell, deceased,’’ 
approved the 30th day of June, 1834, with inter- 


est on this balance of principal, from the 30th of | 


June, 1834, until paid, 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
tume, and passed, 

Mr. GRIMES. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


JOHN C. CARTER. 


The joint resolution (S. No. 15) for the relief | 


of Lieutenant John C. Carter, was read a sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to direct the accounting offi- 
cers of the ‘Treasury, in the settlement of the ac- 
counts of Lieutenant John C. Carter, of the United 
States Navy, to allow him the sum provided in 
the joint resolution of Congress, approved Febru- 
ary !5, 1855, for such expenses as were incurred 
by him whilst acting as purser on board the ship 

assachusetts, while undergoing repairs at San 


Francisco, California, deducting therefrom the | 
sum which has been paid or allowed him on ac- | 


count of the same since the date of the passage of 
the joint resolution of 1855; but the amount al- 
lowed is not to exceed $955 36. 


te} a resolution was reported to the Senate, | 


ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 


F. M. GUNNELL. 


_The bill (S. No. 198) for the relief of F. M. | 
Gunnell, passed assistant surgeon in the Navy, 
considered as in | 


was read a second time, an 
Committee of the Whole. Its object is to allow 
to Assistant Surgeon F. M. Gunnell $156 for ex- 
traordinary expenses incurred by him in the dis- 
charge of his duty at San Francisco. 

Mr. POLK. I should like to know af there is 
any report accompanying that bill, 


he Secretary read the report made at the first | 
session of the Thirty-Fifth Congress, from which | 
it appears that the petitioner, an assistant sur- | 
geon in the Navy, attached to the United States | 
ship Independence, of the Pacige squadron, was | 


ordered by Captain Josiah Tatnall, on the 17th 
day of September, 1855, to proceed to San Fran- 
cisco, and report himself for duty at the United 


| of the Whole. 
$996 01, in full for planks and boards and other | 

»roperty of Holgete, seized by Commodore Me- | 
Boxee on Lake Champlain, in the year 1814. | 
I should like to know how that | 
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| States naval rendezvous in that city, and to return 
to the ship when the rendezvous should be closed. | 
Under this order he performed the duty assigned | 


him twelve weeks in the city of San Francisco. 


His board, during that time on shore, amounted, | 
according to the voucher filed by him, twelve | 


weeks, at eighteen dollars, to $216. In view of the 
fact that in fixing the salary of his grade reference 
was had to its ordinary expenses, the committee 
deemed it but equitable, and in conformity with 
the usage of Congress, to reimburse the memo- 


rialist for any ordinary expense incident to public | 
duty assigned him, properly incurred. Had the | 
memorialist remained on board of the ship, in the | 
discharge of his duties as an assistant surgeon, | 


his mess bill would not probably have exceeded 
twenty dollars per month; deducting this amount 
from his expenses on shore, leaves the sum of 
$156, and for this the committee reported a bill. 
The bill was reported to the Senate. ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


time, and passed. 


Mr. POWELL. 


journ, 


The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes thirteen, noes not counted, — 


SAMUEL HOLGATE. 
The bill (S. No. 204) from the Court of Claims, 


| for the relief of George Ashley, administrator de 


bonis non of Samuel Holgate, deceased, was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee 
It provides for the payment of 


Mr. PUGH. 
bill has come upagain. It has been rejected by 
I think two or three discussions. I understand 
that when a case is reported from the Court of 
Claims, it remains on the Calendar until it is 
disposed of; but this has been disposed of since 
I have been in the Senate, and so with the next 
bill on the Calendar. They have been debated 
at great length. This case and the next one are 
both old acquaintances that I think the Senate 
will recollect. This is a claim for the seizure of 
a vessel, and the appropriation of some lumber, 
during the last war with Great Britain, made by 
Commodore McDonough. The ship was libeled 
for dealing with the enemy, but it was condemned 
in the wrong district court. That is the whole 
case. The case stands on that point. It as 
condemned in the district of Vermont, w :en it 
ought to have been condemned in the dist ict of 
New York, or perhaps vice versa; and the Court 
of Claims decihed that the whole judi- «i pro- 
ceeding was void, because it was in the wrong 
district, not because the facts were not well 
stated and well proved. The charge against the 
man being that bs was furnishing supplies to the 
enemy, the commodore seized the vessel and 
appropriated the property to the use of the Uni- 
ted: States, and the vessel was libeled and con- 
demned for that very act; and on the mere quib- 
ble that the case was tried in the wrong court, 
the Court of Claims have sustained the claim; 
but there is a fact behind it that the Courtof Claims 
never looked to. This man brought an action, in 
the courts of Vermont, against the commodore, 
in trespass, on the ground that the jurisdiction of 
the district court in admiralty was not rightly 
taken, and on fuli trial by jury a verdict was 
given in favor of the commodore against the claim- 
ant. Now, if we stand on the conclusiveness of 
judicial proceedings, I say the verdict is a bar. 

Mr. VERSO . Allow me to interrupt the 
Senator. Perhaps I can save his argument. The 
Senator says this case has once been adjudicated 
by the Senate. If so, it has escaped my memory. 
1 kaow it was under discussion two years ago 
but my recollection is, that it was not finally de- 
cided; but if that be the case, there ought to be 
an end of the claim. I move to postpone it for 
the present. 

r. PUGH. I believe, now that the Senator 
reminds me of it, the bill was defeated after a long 
debate, and towards the end of the session some 
Senator interposed a motion to reconsider. That 
motion was, perhaps, never disposed of; but prac- 
tically and substantially this case was disposed 
of by the Senate, and unless something new be 
brought wp, | cannot vote for it, 


|, Thomas -P. Jones, deceased, was re 


I move that the Senate ad- || 


OMe 
——_ 
| Mr. IVERSON. 1 ee 
- IT movet ; 
"for the present. I think it is ee case 
| to pass; but I am not disposed to debate dl ought 
_ tion so late in the afternoon, Ne ques. 
| The motion to postpone was agreed to 


0. EE. BERRYMAN, 
| The next bill on the Calendar w 
| No. 205) from the Court of Claims for 
of Ms tn i and others. 
r. - Task that that may Jie ov, 
It has been considered, and I ak rapes’ 
all events, the Senator from Georgia, who ; At 
sent, had a particular interest in the po — 
The bill was postponed. — 


EMILIE G. JONES AND NANCY M. JOHNSON 


The bill (S. No. 206) from the Court 
for the relief of Emilie G. Jones, = 
; d a secon 
l] time, and considered as in eens oe = 
| Whole. It provides for the payment to 
|| G. Jones, executrix of Thomas P. Jones i 


he bill (g. 


r the relief 


00, 


mn, 








| ceased, of $2,250, in full for the services of Them, 
|| P. Jones = member of the boar ote 
| appointed by the Secretary of the Navy, ung: 
| the provisions of the act of Congress approved 
| March 3, 1843, entitled ** An act to melas t 
| act entitled ‘ An act to provide for the better o 
|| curity of the lives of passengers on board of ves. 
|| sels propelled in whole or in part by ste 
|| = July 7, 1838. 
1} r. HALE. I move to amend the pil] by 
| adding the claim of Mrs. Johnson, who is the o,. 
petitioner of Mrs. Jones, and stands exac 
the same footing. 

Mr. IVERSON. I have no objection to tha: 

Mr. HALE. I move to amend it by addine 
the bill S. No. 212, as anamendment to this. [tjs: 


“ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he hereby is, directed, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay to Nancy 
M. Johnson, administratrix of Walter R. Johnson, deceased 


the sum of $2,250 in full for services of the said Walter RL 
Johnson, as a member of the board of examiners appointed 
by the Secretary of the Navy, under the provisions of {ie 
act of Congress approved March 3, 1843, entitled “Ap act 
to medify the act entitled ‘An act to provide for the better 
security of the lives of passengers on board of vessels pro- 
pelled in whole or in part by steam,’ ”’ approved July 7, 
1838. 4 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and the 
amendment was concurred in, and the bill ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time. It was 
read the third time, and passed; and the title was 
amended so as to read: *‘A bill for the relief of 
|| Emilie G. Jones, executrix of Thomas P. Jones, 
deceased, and of Nancy M. Johnson, administra- 
trix of Walter R. Johnson, deceased. 


THOMAS R. GEDNEY. 


The bill (S. No. 207) from the Court of Claims 
for the relief of James L. Edwards, administrator 
of Thomas R. Gedney, deceased, was read a sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It provides for the payment of $496 6), 
in full for all sums due to Thomas R. Gedney, as 
disbursing agent of the coast survey, prior to the 
year 1847. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

LYDIA FRAZEE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 208) from the Court of Claims, for the relief 
of Lydia Frazee, widow of John Frazee, late of 
New York. . 

Mr. IVERSON. I move that the bill be laid 
aside, and the House bill for the relief of the same 
7 be taken up. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill (C. C. No.99) forthere- 
lief of Lydia Frazee, widow and administratrix of 
John Frazee, late of the city of New York, which 
directs the Secretary of the Treasury to py '° 
her $2,868, in full for the services 0 John Fra- 
zee, as architect and superintendent of the New 
York custom-house from the 3d of March, 1541, 
to the 2ist of May, 1842. at 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered’) 
a third reading, read the third time, and pass 


THOMAS ALLEN. 


The bill (S. No. 209) from the Court of Cc laims 
| for the relief of Thomas Allen, was read a secon 


d of e€Xaminers 
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} 
| 





‘ 


18! 


ume, 
Whe 
Alle! 
tnoeu 
Cens 
mate 

TI 
be e 
ume 


is 
thi 
up 
in 
thi 
G. 


b y 


on 


thi 
wi 
ret 


the 





6 


CAaSe 
ughe 


ues. 
MES 


ll by 
ie CO. 


ly on 


that, 
lding 
Itis: 
of the 


honey 
Nance v 
eased, 
Iter R, 
Ointed 
Ot the 
An act 
better 
Is pro- 
july 7, 


d the 
dered 
t was 
e was 
ief of 
ones, 
Nistra- 


‘laims 
trator 
a sec- 
of the 
96 60, 
ey, a8 
to the 


red to 
third 


ill (S. 
» relief 
late of 


be laid 


e same 


e, pro- 
the re- 
trix of 
which 
pay to 
n Fra- 
e New 


, 1841, 


ered to 
assed. 
: 


‘Jaims, 
second 


1860. 


and considered as in Committee of the | 
hale. It provides for the payment to Thomas | 
tien of $27,730 03, mn full for printing twent 
ad copies of the Compendium of the Sixth 


C nsus of t 











yume, 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 


be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
t me, and passed. 
AUGUSTUS H. EVANS. 


The bill (S. No. 210) from the Court of Claims 
oy the relief of Augustus H. Evans was read a 
, ‘ond time, and considered as in Committee of 
*. Whole. It proposes to pay to Augustus H. 
Evans the sum of $800 in full for his services as 
clerk, in the State of Missouri, during the years 
1835 and 1836. 


Mr. HALE. Let the report be read. The 


pill does not say what he was clerk of. I do }, 
+ care about it, if the chairman will say what | 


not ca 


, Mr. IVERSON. I will take occasion to say 
that Ido not know oe about if. 
notexamined many of these cases from the Court 
of Claims. ’ bf! 

The Secretary proceeded to read the opinion of 
the Court of Claims. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator from New 
Hampshire sees, from what has been read, that 
this is a claim of a clerk at a land office for his 
salary; and the court find upon the evidence that 

- jt has not been paid, and is due tohim. I do not 
think we can Jo any better than take that for 
eranted. 

” Mr. HALE. I called for the reading, because 
the bill did not state what he was clerk of.- [ask 
from some one cognizant of these matters, for I 


[am not, whether these clerks look to the officer | 


who employs them, or to the Government, for pay. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I understand they are paid 
by the Government. The Government authorizes 
a certain number of clerks in the office. 

Mr. POLK. The Government pays them. I 
will also state that I know this gentleman, and 
know he was employed in the land office. 

The bill was reporteé to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

WILLIAM GEIGER. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 211) from the Court of Claims for the relief 
of William Geiger. 

Mr. POWELL. 
ourn. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator from Ken- 
tucky allow this bill to pass, or rather a House 
bill on the same subject ? ; 

Mr. POWELL. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move to lay this bill on 
the table, ‘and take up the Hou8e bill in its place. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill (C. C. No. 96) for the 
reliefof William Geiger. It directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay to William Geiger in full for 
all claims against the United States, by virtue of 


I move that the Senate ad- 


his contract made onthe 18th of October, 1854, at- 


Fort Smith City, with Captain French for lime- 
stone and mason work for the barracks at Fort 
Washita, in the Cherokee nation, $4,010 62. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARIANO G. VALLEJO. 


_Mr.BENJAMIN. I made a mistake, as there 
is one more House bill, No. 92. 1 thought all 
the House bills had been passed. I move to take 
up the House bill No. 92. 

‘he motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
m Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (C. C. No. 92) for the relief of Mariano 
i. Vallejo, which directs the Secretary of the 
» usury to pay to her in full, for the occupation 
ry the troops of the United States, of a building 
onthe square of Sonoma, in California, from May 
3), 1848 to August, 1853, $8,800. 

- KING. Is there a report in that case? 
ane IVERSON. I do not know the facts of 
a are. { will state, however, that this bill, 
; rs 1 comes from the House of Representatives, 
nouns the amount of the judgment $4,000. The 
ae of Claims gave a judgment for $12,000, and 
‘© coramittee in the House cut it down to $8,000; 


I have || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


_and the House passed it in that form. I do net 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The Court of Claims gave 
a judgment for $12,600, and the House has re- 


1e United States, and furnishing the | duced it to $8,800. 
jaterials for the same. 


House of Representatives, from which it appears 
that the petitioner alleges that in July, 1846, his 
| private property, situated in the plaza of Sonoma, 


by the United States troops, and continued to be 
| so occupied from that period until August, 1853, 
| and for which he claimed as rent $20,000. The 
| Court of Claims reported a bill for the petitioner, 
_ allowing him $12,600. After an examination of 


mittee were of the opinion that the allowance of 
| $12,600 is an extravagant one, and not justified 
| by the evidence. The following allowance ap- 
| peared to the committee to be not only fair under 
| the proof, but liberal: rent from May 30, 1848, to 
| November 16, 1848, at $200 per month, $1,100; 
| rent from June, 1849, to July, 1851, at $200 per 
month, $5,200; rent from July, 1851, to August, 
1853, at $100 per month, $2,500; total, $8,880. 


per month, $1,100; from June, 1849, to July, 1851, 
at $250 per month, $6,500; from July, 1851, to 
| August, 1853, at $200 per month, $5,000; total, 
| $12,600. 

Mr. KING. I should like to know on what 
authority the troops of the United States take 
possession of private property, and occupy it to 


| Mr. IVERSON. It was in time of war; during 
, the Mexican war. 

Mr. KING. In 1853? 

Mr. IVERSON. In 1846. 

Mr. KING. I thought the bill stated 1853. I 
ask that the report be read again. I think it is 
1853. ° 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is from May, 1848, to 
August, 1853. 


seizing private property and coming here for dam- 


elsewhere, if such are the facts. [ certainly see no 
authority for it. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
again. 

The Secretary read it. 

Mr. KING. I heard the last date. 
hear the first. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
| a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. POWELL. 
adjourn. 

he motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


adjourned. en ABN ara 5 
| 
| 


Let the report be read 





I did not 





I now renew my motion to 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, -Jpril 6, 1860. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. 
Stockton. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


SERVICE ON COMMITTEE. 


Mr. DIMMICK. [rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I was appointed by the Speaker, some time 
| since, one of aspecial committee of investigation, 
of which Mr. Hoarp is chairman. Cuircum- 
| stances have since occured which render it quite 
necessary that I should be absent from the city 
for a few weeks. Therefore, I ask to be excused 
from service upon that committee. 
The gentleman was excused. 


NAVY-YARDS. 
Mr. FLORENCE, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy, in reply to the 
resolution of the House of March 1, 1860, calling for the 
evidence taken by the board of Navy officers for investi- 
gating the condition of the navy-yards, be requested to trans- 
mit also the action of the Navy Department. 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the resolution was agreed to; and also 
| moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


‘ 


ells 


The Secretary read the report made in the || 


California, was taken possession of and occupied | 


| 

| . . 

| all the testimony submitted to the court, the com- | 
| 


The Court of Claims allowed $12,600, as follows: | 
| from May 30, 1848, to November 16, 1848, at $200 || 


the damage of the United States, in time of peace. || 


Mr. KING. I understood it was 1853. I think | 
the matter is entitled to investigation elsewhere. | 
If the War Department and the Army are thus | 


ages, it isa matter that should elicit some inquiry | 
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| WILLIAM WATKINS. 


Mr. QUARLES, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill forthe benefit of William Watkins; 

_ which was read a first and second time, and re- 
|| ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
Mr. TAPPAN. I call for the regular order of 

|| business. 
|| Mr. STANTON. Will the gentleman from 
|| New Hampshire postpone his call for a moment ? 


| Mr. TAPPAN withdrew the call. 
| COMMITTEE DISCHARGED. 
| 


| Mr. STANTON. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs to report back the pe- 
tition of John B. Bowman, asking for a sale of 
the property belonging to the United States, lo- 
|| cated at Harrodsburg, in the State of Kentucky; 
and also the remonstrance of the citizens of Ken- 
tucky, against the establishment of a cavalry 
depot at Harrodsburg, in Kentucky; and to ask 
that the committee be discharged from the further 
| consideration of the same, in order that they may 
|} be sent to the Senate. I make that motion. 
‘| The motion was agreed to, 


} 
| SURGEONS IN THE NAVY. 
| 


| Mr. MAYNARD, by unaninious consent, pre- 
sented the memorial of Surgeon H. O. Mayo, in 
behalf of the corps of surgeons in the United 
States Navy; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


| 
WINNEBAGO INDIANS. 


Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the memorial of the Legislature of the 
State of Minnesota, for the removal of the Win- 
nebago Indians, and the indemnification of the 
early settlers on their reservations; which was 

| referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
1 MESSAGE FROM TIE SENATE. 
y A message was received from the Senate, by 
| 7 ° . . 
|| Mr. Harton, one of the clerks in the office of the 
|| Secretary of the Senate, informing the House that 
the Senate had passed a resolution and bills of the 
following titles; in which he was directed to ask 
the concurrence of the House: 
|| A resolution (No. 24) for the compensation of 
|| Rev. R. R. Richards, late chaplain to the United 
| States penitentiary m the District of Columbia; 
‘(| An act (No. 148) concerning courts in the Ter- 
|| ritories; 
|| An act (No. 229) for the relief of Angelina C. 
|| Bowman, widow of Francis L. Bowman, late 
captain in the United States Navy; 
|| An act (No. 256) for the relief of Thomas L. 
|| Disharoon, of St. Louis county, Missouri; 
| An act ( No. 295) for the relief of William B. 
i; Shubrick; and 
|| An act (No. 375) to extend the provisions of 
anactapproved March 3, 1851, entitled ** An act 
to limit the liabilities of ship-owners, and for 
other purposes,’’ to the Lakes. 

FORT AT PEMBINA. 

Mr. ALDRICH also, by unanimous consent, 
presented*the memorial of the Legislature of the 
| State of Minnesota, for a fort or military post in 
| the valley of the Pembina river; which was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


| ALEXANDER THOMSON. 


} 
| 
| 


| 





|| Mr. PETTIT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
'| duced a bill for the relief of Alexander Thomson, 
|| late United States consul at Maranham, Prazil; 
|| which was read a first and second time, and re- 


|| ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
AMERICAN CITIZENS IN MEXICO. 


Mr. BRANCH, by unanimous consent, offered 

| the following resolution; which was read, con- 
| sidered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
|| cate to this House, if not incompatible with the public 
| interest, any information in his possession touching the re- 
| puted expulsion of American citizens from Mexico, and 
|| the confiscation of their property by General Miramon. 


i NAVY-YARD IN MISSISSIPPI. 
|| Mr. McRAE, by unanimous consent, presented 
| the resolution of the Legislature of the State ot 


| Mississippi to the Congress of the United States, 
] in relation to the establishment of a navy-jard at 
| 
i 


_the bay of Biloxi, in said State; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
‘ ordered to be printed. 


= 


~ 


‘ 


a 


hidth% 


i es 


wT 


ty 
‘fy 
, 
& 
f 
: 
il 
if 





: 
: 
| 
. 





1574 


KING AND SAMANIEGO. | 
Mr. HAMILTON, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House be 
discharged from the further consideration of the reports of 
the Court of Claims (No. 208) in the case of Thomas B. 


King, and (No. 209) in the case of Fernando Samaniego, and 
that the same be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


BOUNTY LANDS TO SEAMEN. 


Mr. ELY, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill granting bounty lands to seamen on board | 
of ships regularly commissioned by the United | 
States; which was read a first and second time, | 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. | 


UNITED STATES COURT AT BINGHAMTON. 
Mr. DUELL, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


duced a bill to provide for holding the circuit || 


court and district court of the United States at 
Binghamton, in the State of New York; which | 
was read a first and second time, and referred to | 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


ITENRY R. CROSBY. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Washington, by unani- 
mous consent, introduced the following resolution; | 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, Vhat the Secretary of State be requested to 
conununicate to the House the report of Henry K. Crosby, 
Esq., embodying the facts and occurrences connected with 
the occupation of the Island of San Juan. 


NAVIGATION OF HELL GATE. 


Mr. BARR, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill authorizing the formation of a company for 


the improvement of the navigation of the East || 


river at Hell Gate; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 





ACCOUNTS WITH MINNESOTA. 


Mr. WINDOM, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to settle certain accounts between the 
United States and the State of Minnesota; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


BOUNTY LANDS. 


Mr. HAWKINS, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill granting bounty lands to soldiers 
engaged in the Indian wars of Florida since the 
3d March, 1855; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 


SARAH MURPHY. 


Mr. NOELL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of Sarah Murphy; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to | 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


PETER AND ALEXIS NAVARRE. 

Mr. ASHLEY, by unanimous consent, intro- | 
duced a bill for the relief of Peter and Alexis Na- 
varre; which was read a first and second time, | 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Pensions. 
ORGANIZATION OF THE WOUS®. 

Mr. ASHLEY also, by unanimous consent, 


introduced a bill to provide for and facilitate the | 
organization of the House of Representatives of | 


the United States on the assembling of each Con- || 


gress; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


COOLIE TRADE. 


Mr. ELIOT. I ask leave to introduce a bill | 
and report to have printed and recommitted. 

Mr. BRANCH. I object. | 

Mr. ELIOT. I only want to have it printed | 
and recommitted. 

Mr. BRANCH. I must object. 

Mr. ELIOT. Then I call forthe regular order 


of business. 
MARGARET WHITEHEAD. 


tion. I call up the motion, which I sabmitted | 


the House referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House a bill for the relief of Margaret Whitehead. 
I can in two minutes state the reasons which I 
have to urge in support of my motion. i 
The SP AKER. The motion is in order. 
Mr.MILLSON. Mr. Speaker, this bill grantsa 
pension of five dollars per month to an old woman | 








E CONGRESSIONA 





| who is the widow of a boatswain inthe Navy. At 


+ 





the last Congress a bill for her relief was reported 
here. It passed the House unanimously, and was 
sent to the Senate. It was reported to the Senate 
with a recommendation that it do pass, and it was 
put upon the Private Calendar. Some time after- 


| wards, when it was taken up, some Senator ob- 


jected to it, or urged as an objection to the pas- 


sage of the bill, that it was extending the benefits 
| of the law further than the law had ever gone; 


| der the law. 


and, strange to say, the Senators were either not 
attending, or those attending did not seem to be 


| aware that the law had always extended pensions 


to the seamen as well as the officers, although the 
statement was that seamen and petty officers and 
their widows were never entitled to pensions un- 
It was a very gross and remarkable 


error; but still it was an error, which induced the 


Senate to reject the bill. When I discovered it, 
I called on at Senator,and when I showed him 
the law and gave him the statement of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, he expressed great regretat 
it, and said he would take pains on any future oc- 
casion to repair the wrong of which he had been 
the unwilling cause. 

All I wish to have done nowis, that the House 
shall put the bill in the same attitude in which it 


| would have been placed but for this unfortunate and 


singular misconception in the Senate. If the bill 


| remains in the Committee of the Whole House, 


the probability is that it will hardly be reached in 
time to goto the Senate. I ask the House, if these 


| considerations commend themselves to it as the 





| 





| 
| 


| 


5 deen Vea tellety a hich |, answer to a resolution of t 
some time ago, to reconsider the vote by which || santatives, of March 26, 1860, 


j 
| 


_ the city of New York and elsewhere. 


do to me, that the reference will be reconsidered. 


| If they do not, the House will reject the motion 


to reconsider. 
The question was taken on the motion to re- 
consider; and it was agreed to. 


The bill was read. It requires the Secretary of | 


the Interior to place the name of Margaret Whitc- 
head, widow of William Whitehead, late beat- 
swain in the Navy of the United States, on the 
pension roll, at the rate of five dollars per month, 
from the 9th of April, 1854. 

The question recurred on the motion to recom- 
mit the bill te a Committee of the Whole House; 
and it was not agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

o MILLSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

he latter motion was agreed to. 


BILLS ON THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 
Mr. TAPPAN. 


of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the reception of reports from committees 
of a private nature. Reports are in order from the 
Committee of Elections. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, Will the gentleman 
from New Hampshire yield to me, in order that I 
may propose to the House to take from the Speak- 
er’s table bill No. 303, and have it referred to the 
Committee onCommerce? The subject-matter of 
the bill is of great importance tomany gentlemen in 
It refers to 
the guano trade. The bill has come from the Sen- 
ate, and we wish to have it perfected by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, in order to bring it back to 
the House at an early day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggest that all the bills 
be taken from the Speakeg’s table for reference 


only. 

The SPEAKER. [If there be no objection, that 
course will be taken. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I have no objection to their 
being taken up merely for reference. 

There being no objection, the following bills, 


I insist on the regular order 


|| &c., were taken from the Speaker’s table, and dis- 
|| posed of as indicated below: 


| 


_Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a privileged ques- || 


DISCONTINUED PORTS OF DELIVERY. 
A letter from the oe of the Treasury, in 
e House of Repre- 
uesting informa- 


|| tion relative to what ports of delivery, if any 
e 


were discontinued, &c.; which was laid on t 
table, and ordered to be printed. 
MARK ELISHA. 


An act (S. No 42) for the relief of the heirs and 
legal representatives of Mark Elisha; which was 
, 


LL. GLOBE. 
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read a firet and second time, and referred. cone 
Committee on Private Land Claims L0 the 


GRANT OF LAND TO IOWA, 

A joint resolution (S. No. 2) removine ; 
strictions On a certain grant of fiye aon Pane 
land to the State of Iowa; which was Saale of 
and second time, and referred to the "oe pret 
on Public Lands. "= emaitiee 


DESERTION AND ENLISTMENy. 
An act (S. No. 46) to prevent de 


i : i desertion and 
to facilitate the enlistment of soldiers in jy, ane 
of the United States; which was read n aoe 
second time, and referred to the Commity we 


On 
yn 


Military Affairs. 
GUANO DISCOVERIES. 

An act (S. No. 303) supplementar 

entitled ‘An act to authorize protection 4 he 

given to citizens of the United States who may 

discover deposits of guano,” approved 7 

18, 1856; which was read a first and second un, 


° Im 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce’ 


ARTHUR EDWARDS AND ASSOCIATEs, 
An act (S. No. 29) for the relief of Arthy; Ed- 
wards and his associates; which was read 9 §. 
and second time. 
Mr. COLFAX. I desire to state that this ma. 


Y to the act 


a first 


| ter has been under consideration by the Post (jf. 


fice Committee, and that we have unanimously 
reported a bill which is of precisely the same 
tenor as that passed by the Senate.” I ask tha: 
this bill be placed upon the Private Calendar and 
substituted for our House bill, which is exac 
the same. 

It was so ordered. 


SHELDON M’KNIGIT. 


An act (S. No. 30) for the relief of Sheldon 
McKnight; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


AARON Ii. PALMER. 
A bill (S. No. 111) for the relief of Aaron H. 


Palmer; which was read_a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 


R. F. BLOCKER AND OTHERS. 


A bill (S. No. 114) for the relief of R. F. 
Blocker, E. J. Gurley, and G. F. Davis; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


A. ¥F. SPENCER AND GURDON F. HUBBARD. 


An act (S. No. 221) for the relief of A. F. 
Spencer and Gurdon F. Hubbard; which was 
read a first and second time. 

Mr. COLFAX. That case has already been 
considered by the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads.,.I move that the bill be referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ABIGAIL NASON’S HEIRS. 


An act (S. No. 224) for the relief of the heirs 
at law of the late Abigail Nason, sister and (ev- 
isee of John Lord, deceased; which was read a 
first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


PROVIDENT ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS. 


An act (S. No. 62) to amend the act to incor 
porate the Provident Association of Clerks in the 
civil departments of the Government of the U nited 
States in the District of Columbia; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 


ALEXANDRIA AND HAMPSHIRE RAILROAD. 

An act (S. No. 64) to authorize the extension 
and use of a branch of the Alexandria, Loudoun, 
and Hampshire railroad within the city of Georg’ 
town; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN WASHINGTON... 

An act (S. No. 200) directing the conveyance 
of a lot of ground for the use of the public schoo's 
in Washington city; which was read a first a0 
second time, and referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 


ODD FELLOWS OF WASHINGTON. 
An act (S. No. 252) to incorporate the Grand 
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= aro of the Independent Order of Odd Fellowsof 
Lo A «ict of Columbia; which was read a first | 
the ad time, and referred to the Committee 
repn pistrict of Columbia. 

= PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

An act (S. No. 104) for the final adjustment of | 
eo Jand claims in the States of Florida, Louis- | 
“Arkansas, and Missouri, and for other pur- | 
sr chich was read a first and second time, | 
.d to the Committee on Private Land 


THERESA DARDENNE. 


Mr. THAYER, from the Commitee on Public 
Lands, reported back Senate bill No. 31 for the 
relief of Theresa Dardenne, widow of Abraham 
Dardenne, deceased, and their children; which 
wag read a first and second time, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
si SAULT STE. MARIE. 

Ped refer Mr. THAYER also, from the same committee, 


Claims. reported a bill in relation to the mission claims at 
LOCATION OF BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS. Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan; which was read a 


; ; ° first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
An act (S. No. 199) to authorize the location “ the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 

tain warranis for bounty land heretofore issued ; report, ordered to be printed ¥ 

vyieh was read a first and second time, and re- _ I : 

t rred to the Committee on Public Lands. WILLIAM Y. STRONG. 

cNITED STATES AND PARAGUAY CONVENTION. Mr. TRIMBLE, from the same committee, re- 


;. No. 340) to carry into effect the con- ported a bill for the relief of William Y. Strong; 
An “ anh United States and the Repub- which Was read a first and second time, referred | 
ion bE ; 


privy 
yana 
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Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs and legal representatives of John A. B. 
D’Autrieve, eceased; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to aCommittee of the Whole 





| House, and, with the accompanying report, or: 


dered to be printed. 


LAND TITLE IN LOUISIANA, 


Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the me- 


| morial of the citizens of New Orleans, for confirm- 


ation of title to two hundred and twenty-seven 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-three acres of 
land in the State of Louisiana; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS MADDEN’S ILEIRS. 


Mr. KENYON, from the same committee, re- 


| ported back Senate bill No. 49, granting the right 


of preémption to a certain tract of land in the 
State of Missouri to the heirs and legal represent- 





yentl to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 


cof Paraguay; Which was read a first and second : a 5, 
a and referred to the Committee on Foreign the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


Affairs JOSEPH D. GREEN. 

: APPEALS AND WRITS OF ERROR. Mr. ALLEY, from the Committee on the Post 
\» act (S. No. 4) concerning appeals and writs Office and Post Roads, made an adverse report on 

o¢orror: which was read a first and second time, | the petition of Joseph D. Green; which was laid 

end referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. || the table, and ordered to be printed. 


VACANCIES IN CERTAIN OFFICES. WILLIAM MORSE. 

An act (S. No. 5) to supply vacancies in cer- Mr. LEE, from the same committee, made an 
ain offices; which was ede Srat and second | adverse report on the petition of William Morse; 
tain onees; -ed to the Committ the Judi which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
time, and referred to the Committee on e Judi- | printed. 

— MISSISSIPPI AND MISSOURI RAILROAD. 


Mr. LEE, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the petition of the Mississippi 
and Missouri Railroad Company; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM M’CORMICK. 


Mr. LEE, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report in the case of the memorial of Wil- 
liam McCormick; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS F. BOWLER. 
Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the rellef of Thomas | 
F. Bowler, of New Mexico; which was read a 


first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole- House, and, with the accompanying 








SAMUEL J. IENSLEY. 


An act (S. No. 249) for the relief of Samuel J. | 
Hensley; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


CONTRACTS ON’ CAPITOL EXTENSION. 


Mr. MILLWARD. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer the following resolu- 
uon: 

Resolved, That Senate Document No. 29, and Executive 
Document No. 22, be referred to the Committee on Expend-— 
jtures in the War Department, who shall inquire into the 
subject therein treated of, the action of the War Depart- 
ment, and of the officer in charge, in regard to the contract 
for the marble columns of the Capitol extension; and wheth- 
er the late action of the War Department has been legal 
and right, or in violation of the legal rights of the contract- 
ors, Messrs. Rice, Baird & Heebner; with power to send | 
for persons and papers, and leave to report at any time. 


Mr. BRANCH. I must object to the resolu- || report, ordered to be printed. 
tion, unless that latter clause be stricken out. 4 
’ 7 ; ENROLLED BILL. 
Mr. MILLWARD. I will strike that out. . wows 


Mr. BRANCH. Then I will not object to the | Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 
sonnlaaiiaa. 1 olled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 








The resolution was agreed to. amined and found truly enrolled a joint resolu- 

tion constituting Macon, in the State of Georgia, 
a port of entry for the time being, for the purposes | 
therein specified, and for other purposes; when 
the Speaker signed the same. ‘ 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. WALTON, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report on the memorial of Adol- 
phus Glavick; which was laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of Susannah A. 
Sawyer, heir of Archibald Montgomery; which 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOARD, from the same committee, made 
an adverse reporton the petition of William Hicks; 
wach sine laid upon the table, and ordered to be | 
printed, 

SAMUEL H. TAYLOR. 


‘Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported back, with a recommendation that it do 
a bill (S. No. 100) for the relief of Samuel | 
1. Taylor; which was referred to a Committee | 
of the Whole House, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 


COLE & BARR. 

Mr. MAYNARD, from the same committee, 
teported a bill for the relief of Messrs. Cole & 
barr; which was read a first and second time, re- 
‘erred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 


JOHN MONTY. 


Mr. BRIGGS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Monty; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 








JAMES BELL. | 


Mr. VANCE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- | 
tives of James Bell, late of Chambly, in the prov- 
ince of Lower Canada, deceased; which was read | 
a first and second time, referred toa Committee of | 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying | 
report, ordered to be printed. 
| 


ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- | 
tives of Licutenant Francis Ware; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 


printed. JOHN WINSLOW. vs 
MILES DEVINE. Mr. HOLMAN, from the same committee, 
Mr. MAYNARD, from the same ennneiliness. made an adverse report in the case of John Wins- 


FRANCIS WARE. 
| Mr. FERRY, from the same committee, re- 
‘| low; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 


|| Babbitt, secreta ; 
| first and second time, referred to a Committee of 





eae back Senate bill No. 99 for the relief 
of Miles Devine, with a recommendation that it | 


| 
“) Hot pass; which was laid on the table, and | 
Ordered to be printed. | 


be printed. 
JOMUN A. B. D’AUTRIEVE. 


Mr. NOELL, from the Committee on Private 





atives of Thomas Madden, deceased; which was 
referred toa Committee of the Whole House, and 


| ordered to be printed. , 


JACOB HALL. 


Mr. EDWARDS, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Jacob 
Hall; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

WILLIAM FISHER. 


Mr. EDWARDS also, from the same commit- 
tee, reported back Senate joint resolution No. 8 
relating to the claim of William Fisher, late of 
Florida, deceased; which was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. I am directed by the. 
Committee on Indian Affairs to report back Sen- 
| ate bill No. 71, for the relief of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
| Lask the unanimous consent of the House that 
| it be put upon its passage. It Is granting power 
| merely to this board of commissioners to expend 
| money for educational purposes. I hope there 
will be no objection. 
There was no objection. 
The bill was read. It directs that the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions be 
| released from the obligation imposed upon it by 
| the fourth article of the treaty made between the 
| United States and the natioifof the Cherokee In- 
| dians, at New Echota, on the 29th day of Decem- 
ber, 1835, which provides that the money allewed 
for the appealad value of the Union and Har- 
movy mission reservations, should be expended 
in schools among the Osages and improving their 
| condition; provided, that the said board shall ex- 
| pend the same money for the same purposes, 
| among other tribes not provided with schools, 
| which may seem proper in the judgment of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. I demand the previous 
question on the third reading of the bill. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill received its several readings, and 
was passed. 


| 
| Mr. ETHERIDGE moved to reconsider the 
| 








vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ALMON W. BABBITT. 

Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on In- 
| dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the 
administrators of the estate of the late Almon W. 
of Utah; which was read a 


| the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
| report, ordered to be printed. 
| SAMUEL W. PUCKETT. 
| Mr. BINGHAM, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, made an adverse report on the petition 
| of Samuel W. Puckett; which was Jaid upon the 
| table, and ordered to be printed. 

: JOHN RANDOLPII. 


| Mr. BUFFINTON, from the Committee on 
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Military Afairs, reported back House bill No. || afford. i 


336, for the relief of John Randolph, of Warren 
county, Tennessee, with the recommendation that 
it do not pass; which was laid upon the table, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

FREDERICK F. BROESE. 


Mr. POTTLE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Frederick F. Broese, deceased; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


SARAH BRASHEAR. 


Mr. POTTLE, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of Sarah Bra- 
shear; which was laid upon the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


GEORGE P. MARSH. 


Mr. ROYCE, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported back House bill No. 8, for the 
relief of George P. Marsh; which was read a first 

“and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


ANTON L. C. PORTMAN. 


Mr. HUMPHREY, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Anton L. C. Port- 
man; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

SAMUEL N. ELLIOTT. 


Mr. DELANO, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of Samucl N. Elliott and others, children of Na- 
than Elliott; which was read a first and second 


and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed, 


REBECCA DAVIS. 


ii 
‘] 


| 
| 
| 


| 





j 
| | 
| 
| 


} 


| main question ordered to be 


| operation thereof, the bill received its several read- || 


| ieee tail iin eee Pensions, made adverse pers in the 
| ’ - ° 


_cases of the petitions of 
_ which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 


| 


| and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 


“~ quarter. 
Several Mempers. Let the bill be read. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Interior to place the name of Alice Hunt, 
widow of Captain Thomas Hunt, on the pension 
roll, and to pay her at the rate of thirty-Ave dol- 
lars per month from the 5th day of January, 1860, 
for life or widowhood. 

Mr. FENTON. I call the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
put; and under the 


ir. FENTON moved to reconsider the vote by || 


the motion to reconsider on the table. 


_ sider the vote by which the bin 





The latter motion was agreed to. 
KATE’ D. TAYLOR. : 


Mr. FENTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported back, with a recommendation that it do | 
nass, an act (S. No. a for the relief of Kate 

. Taylor, widow of the late Brevet Captain 
Oliver H. P. Taylor; which was referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 

ARCHIBALD MERRYMAN. 


Mr. FENTON also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting a pension to Archibald 
Merryman; which was read a first and second 
time, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 





printed. 
CAROLINE E. CLARK. 


Mr.FENTON also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Caroline E. Clark; 





time, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, |) to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 


|| the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


HENRY SANFORD. 
Mr. FENTON also, from the same committee, 


Mr. DELANO, from the same committee, also } reported a bill for the relief of Henry Sanford; 


reported a bill for the relief of Rebecca Davis, 


which was read a first and second time, referred 


which was read a first and second time, referred 


widow of Jesse Davis; which was read a first and || to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 


second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 


House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 


dered to be printed. 
WILLIAM HAYES. 


Mr. DELANO, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report gn the petition of William 
Hayes, administrator of Colley Rucker; which 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


: CATHARINE COMPTON. 


Mr. DELANO, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of Catharine 


Compton, only child of Joel Callahan; which was | 


laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
ESTHER COLE. 


On motion of Mr. DELANO, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Esther 
Cole, and the same was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 


CHILDREN OF WILLIAM HUMPHREY. 


Mr. BABBITT, from the Committee on Rey- 
olutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief | 
of the children of William Humphrey, a soldier 
of the Revolution; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to a Committee of the Whole | 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- | 
dered to be printed. 

ALICE HUNT. 


Mr. FENTON. I am directed by the Com- | 
mittee on Invalid Pensions to report back to | 
the House Senate bill No. 233 for the relief of | 


4 
| 
| 


| 


| 








| 


j 
| 


| 








Alice Hunt, widow of Thomas Hunt, with the | 
recommendation that it do pass. Lask the unan- | 
imous consent of the House that it be put upon 

its passage at this time. It is a case of great | 
merit. It passed the Senate without a dissenting | 
voice, as | am informed. Mrs. Hunt, provide 

for in this bill—the widow of Captain Hunt, a 





brave soldier in the war of 1812, and a faithful || 
and meritorious officer in the regular service to | 


1838, the year of his death—is worthy, and in 


E | reported a bill granting a pension to Daniel Lucas; 
pressing want of the relief which this bifl will || which was read a first and second time, referred 


reported a bill to increase the pension of William 


referred t6 a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
| printed. 


MOSES GROOMS. 


Mr. FENTON also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting a pension to Moses 
Grooms; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. FENTON also, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports in the several cases of James 
H. Bradford, praying for arrears of a pension; | 
Hector St. John Beally, asking for an invalid | 
a for services in the warof 1812; and Henry | 
Miller, asking for an increase of an invalid pen- 
sion; which were severally laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

JUDITH NOTT. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Judith | 
Nott, widow of John Nott, late of the United 
States Navy; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

JAMES VAN PELT. 


Mr. FOSTER also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of James Van Pelt; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Commiitee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM W. DEIHL. 
Mr. FOSTER also, from the same committee, 


. Deihl; which was read a first and second time, 


DANIEL LUCAS. 
Mr. FOSTER also, from the same committee, 


| on account of his father being 


the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


I hope there will be no objection from || to a Committee of the Whole House 


the accompanying report, ordered to ro, with 


‘ 
KATE D. TAYLOR. tae 

Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky. I MOVE to reen 
, "" 


f 
Kate D. Taylor, widow of the late Bee lito 


tain Oliver H. P. Taylor, was refe 
i rred 
mittee of the Whole House. | hake oe Com. 
motion entered. ave the 
The motion was entered. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Invalid 
° Several 

° . § M ] , ll a 
praying for a pension; Thomas Satteree tte 


ing for an invalid pension; Ezekie| Dari? pray. 


: - ; ng, ask. 
ing fora pension; Silas Stevens, of Virginia, : 


i i i : a ay- 
_ ing for an invalid pension; Charlotte Butler, my 


of John Butler, praying for a pension on — 
of services and disabilities of her husband wr 
the war of 1812; Nathaniel Wilbur, askine for’ 
pension; John R. Tucker, asking for a pension 

of his g killed at the haiti. 
of Fort Meigs, in 1813; Daniel Doland, praying 
for an increase of pension; Antoine Robedoux. 
asking for an increase of pension; James §. Roy. 
land, a private in the war with Mexico, asking; 
be allowed a pension; Samuel Jannay, asking for 
a pension; Edward Hardesty, asoldier of the war 
of 1812, praying for a pension; Isaac Allen, ask- 
ing for an increase of pension; and Margaret Can 
ard, widow of Thomas Coward, asking for an 
invalid pension. 

SAMUEL REMICK. 


Mr. FOSTER. I am directed by the Commit. 
tee on Invalid Pensions to ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Samuel Remick, and that the same be referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. | make 
that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EDMUND MAYO. 


Mr. BRABSON, from the same commitice, 
made an adverse report in the case of Edmund 
Mayo; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 
LEOPOLD SCHNEIDER. 

Mr. BRABSON also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting a pension to Leopold 
Schneider; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

ALEXANDER MCNTGOMERY’S HEIRS. 


Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of the children and heirs of Alexander Montgom- 
ery; which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. POTTER. In this case I ask for the read- 
ing of the report. It is a peculiar case, in which 
a certificate of pension was granted, but the pen- 
sioner died before the delivery of the certificate. 
I desire to put the bill upon its passage. 

Mr. McQUEEN. [hope the bill will be passed. 
I am acquainted with the facts in this case. The 
agent of the parties sent the papers to me. They 

rosecuted their claim for a number of years. 

inally they sent on the testimony, and the cer- 
tificate issued; but after I sent it home, | learned 
that the party had died some five days before the 
certificate was received. I ask for the reading ot 
the bill. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of the Interior to pay to the child or children and 
heirs at law of Alexander Montgomery, late pri- 
vate in the revolutionary war, the amount due 
said Montgomery onthe pension certificate whic) 
has not been paid to said child or children or 
heirs at law, by reason of the death of said Mont- 

omery. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was subse- 
quently read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. McQUEEN moved to reconsider the vole 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ROBERT PURCHASE. 


Mr. POTTER also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting a pension to Robert Pur- 
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chase 


cad a first and second time, referred to a 
-as red i 
ooo of the Whole House, and, with the 
or , 


anying report, ordered to be printed. 
MARGARET PERRY. 4 


Mr POTTER also, from the same committee, 
‘je an adverse report on the petition of John 


accom} 


ma 
varet Perry; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

COMMITTEE DISCHARGED. 


Mr. POTTER. Iam instructed by the Com- 
‘ene on Revolutionary Pensions to ask that they 
peor be discharged from the further consideration 
w ihe several petitions of Mary Douglas, Mrs. 
Marshall, heir of Thomas Hoyt, and Martha 
Garrows and others; and that the same be referred 


to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. I 


make that motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. © 


Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made adverse reports on the petitions 
of Andrew- J. Tuck and Ebenezer Hitchcock; 
which were severally laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. ; 

Mr. STOKES, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports on the petitions of William Walter, 


z soldier of the revolutionary war; which | 
:>-> 





Perry, for himself and surviving children of Mar- | 





| 


| 








certain will not pass till the last day of the session. 
The Post Office Department say that, if that be | 
the case, they will not be able to furnish mail fa- | 
cilities there this season; but that if this sum of | 
$25,000 for mails in that region be put in a special | 


| bill, and that bill be passed at once, they can fur- 


nish these mail facilities under the act of 1836. | 
There are people there by thousands. They have | 
ne army to protect ther. ,no Government officers, 
and do not cost the General Government anything 
at all. I do think that we should at least give 
them mail facilities. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to discuss this 
question whenever the bill is to be put upon its | 
conaness and I give notice to the gentleman from | 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Tappan,] as well as the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Courax,] that I 
shall ask the attention of the House in opposition 
to, the passage of the bill. 

Mr. TAPPAN. Then I cannot give way. 

Mr.COLFAX. Then I give notice that I shall 
on Monday endeavor to have substantial justice 


| done to these people. . 


| 


Catharine Welding, and Ellen Bowie; which were | 


severally laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. FLORENCE, from the same committee, | 
made adverse reports on the petitions of William | 
A. Johnson and J. L. Harker; which were sever- | 


ally Jaid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
HENRY F. BOWERS. 


Mr. FLORENCE, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting an invalid pension to Henry 
F. Bowers; which was read a first and second 
time, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

UNITED STATES ART COMMISSIONERS. 





Mr. TRAIN, from the Committee on Public | 
Buildings and Grounds, reported a bill to define the | 


powerand duties, and fix the salaries of the United || 
States art commissioners; which was read a first || 


and second time, referred to a Committee of the | 


Whole House, and, with the accompanying report, | 


ordered to be printed. 
MAIL FACILITIES TO PIKE’S PEAK. 


Mr. COLFAX. I ask to have aletter from the 
Postmaster General read. 
The letter was read, as follows: 
Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, -fpril 6, 1860. 


Sir: Referring toour communication of this morning in | 


regard to lack of mail facilities in the Pike’s Peak region, 
| would state that there never having been any post routes 
in that region till the act of March 27, 1860, it has been 


impossible for the Department to supply that section with | 


mails. Nor is it possible now, until Congress furnishes 
an appropriation forthat purpose. If, however, your com- 
mittee should recommend that the appropriation for this 
service, now incorporated in the general Post Office appro- 
priation bill, should be passed at once, as the post routes 
for that region were in a special bill, and if Congress should 
see fit to concur therein, the Department would at once 
‘unish temporary service under the act of 1836, if it can be 
obtained on reasonable terms, and advertise for regular 
contracts there, to take effect in July next. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HORATIO KING, 
Acting Postmaster General. 

Hon. Scuuyter Courax, Chairman Committee onthe Post 

Office and Post Roads, House of Representatives. 


Mr. COLFAX. I would state that Congress 


unanimously passed a bill establishing five post 
re in the Pike’s Peak gold region. During 
ne 


entire of last year the people there had no mail 
routes at all, and had to depend on private ex- 
presses, paying from twenty-five cents to a dollar 
for theirletters, The same state of affairs would ex- 
ist this year, unless Congress granted relief. The 
Cemmittee on the Post Office and Post Roads have 
instructed me unanimously, in accordance with 
the suggestion of the Post Office Department, to 
report a bill, and ask for its . It does not 
appropriate one single dollar that is not now esti- 
mated for and reported by the Committee of Ways 
= Means. There is simply this difficulty: the 

ormmittee of Ways and Means have reported an 
*Ppropriation of $25,000 for this service in the 
general Post Office appropriation bill, which it is 


Bomanhe. 





| 
| 











Mr. CRAWFORD. And I give notice that I || 


shall on Monday resist it with all the influence 
that I can have on this side of the House. 


EXECUTIVE INTERFERENCE WITH CONGRESS. | 
Mr. COVODE. 


submit a privileged question. 
the special committee appointed to investigate 


charges of Executive interference with the legis- | 


lation of Congress, to present a report. There 
will also be a minority report presented. I ask 
to have them printed ok referred back to the 
special committee. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
know what that report is. 


The SPEAKER. The report is presented, with | 


leave to the minority of the committee to present | 


a minority report. 

Mr. HOUSTON. i think the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania had better withhold his report until 
the minority of the committee are ready tu report. 

Mr. COVODE. Theminority have agreed that 
this report should be presented. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, let the minority pre- 
sent their report. 

Mr. WINSLOW. [ask leave of the House to 
introduce a minority report. 

The SPEAKER. If there be ne objection, the 
two reports will be referred back to the special 
committee, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not understand the pol- 
icy of that course. 

‘Mr. WINSLOW. ° If the House will take up 
this question to-day it will suit mg just as well as 
at any other time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would like to know from 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania when he pro- 
poses to take up this matter? 


Mr.COVODE. Letthe report be referred back || G:der on the Calendar, commencing where they 


to the committee, and we will bring it up when we 
are ready. The reason why we determined not 
to have it acted on to-day was, that this is pri- 
vate billday, and we did not want to take up the 
time of the House with it. 
Mr. TAPPAN. Ionly gave way toallow the 
report to come in and be ordered to be printed. 
Mr. HOUSTON. The reports had better be 
rinted and set down for some particular day. 
hen we will all know when it is to come up. 
Otherwise we would not know when this com- 
mittee might come in with their report. 
Mr. WINSLOW. Very well; let it be set 
down for Monday next. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Well, say Monday, then. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I understand that the Ju- 
diciary Committee will present their report on 
Monday, and move to have it printed. I suggest, 


| therefore, that this report be received and printed, 


and made the order of the day for Monday next. 
The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to that 
proposition ? 
Mr. FLORENCE, 
a special order. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Probably the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has not heard what the report is. [ 
take it for granted that he has not, or he would 
not object.-_. sel 
Mr. WINSLOW. It strikes me that this isa 
matter of vast importance. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I understood that this was 


I object to its being made 


3efore a motion is put to go || 
into Committee of the Whole House, I desire to || 


fam directed by || for reference only, cannot be brought back by 


I would like to | 


] 


j 
i 
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| objection at this point. 





| 
| 


| 








the final report of the committee. I withdraw my 
a ag 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. What is this? 

The SPEAKER. The report of a special com- 
mittee. e 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I will object 
to making it a special order. I do not know what 
it is. 


Mr. WINSLOW. I will state that the whole 


| question is one of privilege, and can be taken up 


now, or at any time. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Oh, no, noton private bill 
day. 

‘The reports were postponed until Monday, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I now insist on my motion. 


UNITED STATES ART COMMISSIONERS—AGAIN. 


Mr. TRAIN. I desire to enter a motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill fixing the sal- 
aries of the art commissioners was referred to a 
Commitee of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The motion will be entered. 

Mr. BRANCH. I would like to know if that 
bill was brought in by unanimous consent, or was 
reported from a committee ? 

_ The SPEAKER. No objection was made to 
its reception. 

Mr. BRANCH. Well, I raise the point of 


order that bills brought in by unanimous consent, 


motions to reconsider. 
The SPEAKER. The bill was not brought in 
for reference. It was brought in as a report from 


| a committee. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I shall interpose another 
It is a bill of a public 
character, and was referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House on the Privaté Calendar. I in- 
tended to have interposed an objection at the time. 
If | understand the bill, it fixes the salaries of cer- 
tain United States commissioners. It is, there- 
fore, a general bill, and should goto the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and not 
to a Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar; and I give notice that, when the 
motion to reconsider 1s called up, | shall discuss 
that point. 
PRIVATE BUSINESS. 
Mr. TAPPAN. 


I now insist on my motion, 


that the House resolve itself into a Committee of 
| the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 


The motion was agreed to. 5 
The House accordingly resolved itself into a 


| Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. Brancu in 
| the chair,) and pepeuntes to consider the business 
on the Private 


calendar. 

This being ‘* objection day,’’ the bills to which 
no objection was made were laid aside, to be re- 
ported to the House with a recommendation that 
they do pass. 

The committee considered the bills, &c., in their 


left off on the last objection day. 
REPRESENTATIVES OF PIERRE AYOTT. 
A bil (H. R. No. 256) for the relief of the legal 


| representatives of Captain Pierre Ayott. 


he bill and report were read. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I object to that bill. I 


"want to discuss it. 


HEIRS OF NEHEMIAIL STOKELY. 
A bill (H. R. No. 257) for the relief of Nehe- 
miah Stokely, a revolutionary officer. 
The bill and report were read. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would like, if 


| convenient, to have the statute of limitation read, 


that is referred to in that re ort. ‘ 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order, 
except by unanimous consent. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Of course not; my 


| object is to aid in the dispatch of business. 


The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
and the gentleman will furnish the statute to the 


| Clerk, it will be read. 


Mr. BURNETT. I am opposed to this whole 
class of cases; and I object to the bill without any 
qualification. 

Mr. COVODE. I move that the committee do 
now rise. It is no use sitting here having the bills 
read and objected to. This is as plain a case as 
you can possibly find. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to say, in reply 
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Demme 


the reading of the report—there is not a particle 


Ty 


to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that, as I |, 
understood this case—and listened attentively to || [Objected to by 


i| 
of evidence that this claimant ever enlisted for the || 
i 


last three years of the war. The e#eport is, that 
there ts no record evidence of his service during | 
the last three years of the war. But, even admit- | 
ting that there is such evidence, 1 desire to say 
that these officers themselves came to Congress, 
and got five years’ full pay; and now, when the 
youngest children they can have had must be more | 
than fifty years old, their representatives come 
here to Congress for relief. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I hope the gentleman from 
Pennsy!vania will withdraw his motion. 

Mr. COVODE. No, sir; I insist on it. 

The question was taken; and the committee 
refused to rise. 


HEIRS OF JOSEPIL TRAVERSIE. 

A bill (H. R. No. 258) for the reliefof the heirs | 
of Joseph, Traversie, a captain in the revolution- | 
ary war. [Objected to by Mr. Covope.] 

ORPHAN CUILDREN OF JOSEPH JEWETT. 

A bill (H. R. No, 259) for the relief of the or- 

phan children of Joseph Jewett, a revolutionary 


officer, who was slain in battle. [Objected to by 
Mr. Covope.]} 


C. 0. DUCLOSEL. 


A bill (HL. R. No. 269) for the relief of Charles | 
Olivier Duclosel, of the parish of St. Martin, Lou- | 
isiana. 

Mr. LONGNECKER. I object. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I hope gentlemen will not | 
object to bills in this way. They are unconscious | 
of the great wrong they are doing to claimants | 
here. IL hope they will not interpose objections, 
at least until they hear the bills read. 

Mr. COVODE. The gentleman from Ken- | 
tuck y—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order, 
except ak unanimous consent. 

Mr. CURRY. I object to debate. 

Mr. BURNETT, | hope the member from 
Pennsylvania may be permitted to say what he 
was going to say about me. 

Mr. COVODE. The gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky says that he is opposed to all these claims, | 
and I see no use in our sitting here. 

Mr. BURNETT. I said that 1 was opposed to 
this,class of claims. I repeat it. They are wrong 
upon principle. I have a right, as a member of | 
this House, to object to any claim which I believe | 
to be wrong, and I will not permit any comment 
by the member from Pennsylvania on my exer- 
cise of that right. 

Mr. COVODE. I can object also. 

Mr. BURNETT. You have no right to com- | 
ment on my course. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 
Any member of the committee has a right to ob- | 
ject toa bill; and when objection is made, the bill 
must be passed over. 


R. K. DOEBLER. | 


A bill (H. R. No. 85) for the relief of R. K. | 
Doebler. 

The bill legalizes and makes valid the assign-,| 
ment made by Samuel H. Dill on land warrant | 
No. 10117, for one hundred and sixty acres of | 
land, igsued 4th November, 1851, which assign- 
ment was made on the 28th of November, 1851, 
to R. K. Doebler. 

The report states that on the 4th of November, 
1851,a bounty land warrant No. 10117 was issued | 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land to Sam- | 
uel H. Dill, lieutenant in Captain Taylor’s com- | 
pany, first regiment Mississippi volunteers, Mex- | 
ican war; and that on the Oi 1 November, 185], 
the warrant was assigned to R. K. Doebler by 








the passage of the act making land warrants as- 
signable, and was therefore declared void by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, who 
recommends, as the only remedy of the assignee, 
the passage of an act of Congress legalizing said 
assignment. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


VALERY LANDRY. 
A bill (HL. R. No. 261) for the relief of Valery 


—— 


Dill; but that the assignment was made prior to 


| 
i 


1} parish of St. 


| were confirmed to Helen Soileau, by the 





Landry, of the 
r. Duvet.) 

FRANCOIS GUILLORY. 
A bill (H. R. No. 262) for the relief of the 


heirs or legal representatives of Frangois Guillory. | 


The bill confirms the heirs or legal representa- | 
tives of Frangois Guillory, deceased, late of the 
ndry, in the State of Louisiana, 
in theirclaim to that tract or parcel of lands known | 
on the public surveys of the southwestern dis- | 
trict of Louisiana as section one hundred and 
eight, in township four south, range three east, | 
and section seventy-cight, in township four south, 
of range four east, containing about one hundred | 
and ninety-five acres, and that a patent shall issue 
therefor, as in ordinary cases: provided that 
this act shall only be construed as a relinquish- | 
ment of whatever title may now be vested in the 
United States of America, and shall in nowise in- 





| terfere with any valid adverse claim of other or 


third parties. 

It appears, from the report, that Nicholas La- | 
mathe, in 1797, transferred to Jacques Deshotelsa 
tract of land of six arpents front by forty arpents 
back, containing about one hundred and ninety- 


| five acres, which tract was sold by Deshotels to 


Frangois Guillory in 1810, through whom it is 
now claimed. This six by forty arpent tract ap- 
pears to be part of a tract of twenty-five by fort 
arpents acquired by Lamathe from one * Pinal,” 
under the Beanich Government, though the title 
from that Government is not in evidence, and is 
said to have been destroyed in some great fire; 
but all of which has, at different periods, been 
confirmed to claimants under Lamathe, except 
the tract now in question. Ten by a arpents | 
and com- 
missioners for that district of country, in 1811. Un- 
der the acts of Congress of 1812 and 1813 the land 
commissioners divided the claims reported on into 
eleven classes, placing the claims of Louis Guil- 
lory for nine by forty arpents, and of Frangois 
Guillory for six by forty arpents, in the seventh 
class, the first six being confirmed. These two 
claims by the Guillorys for fifteen by forty arpents 
covered the balance of the original twenty-five b 
forty arpents“tract—only ten by forty of whic 
had been confirmed up to thattime. Lowis Guil- 
lory afterwards made a new application for the 
confirmation of his claim to the nine by forty ar- 
poe tract, under the act of May 11, 1820; and 
eing th favorably by the commissioners, 
was confirmed by Congress in 1826, leaving un- 
confirmed only the six by forty arpents of the 
original tract now claimed by the memorialists;as 
the representatives of Frangdis Guillory, deceased. 
In view of the fact that there has been uninter- 
rupted possession and cultivation of this tract by 
the claimants and their ancestors since 1797, and 
that the other parties, whose claims were upon 
the same basis, have been quieted in their titles, 
itis deemed that it will be but justand right to do 
the same in this case, at least to the extent of re- 
linquishing whatever title the Government may 
have thereto, and preserving the rights of third 
parties, if any such there be. 
The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


W. Y.-IIANSELL AND OTHERS. 

A bill for the relief of W. Y. Hansell, the heirs 
of W. H. Underwood, and the representatives of 
Samuel Rockwell. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasur 
to pay to W. Y. Hansell, and the heirs of W. H. 
Underwood, and the legal representatives of Sam- 
uel Rockwell, $30,000; being the balance of the 
sum of $60,000, reserved in the treaty between the 
United States and the Cherokee nation, (negoti- 
ated on the 29th of December, 1835,) for the pay- 
ment of said claims, and misapplied by the com- 
missioners of the United States to the payment 
of other claims; the said sum to be distributed in 
the following manner: To W. Y. Hansell, $11,146; 
to the heirs of W. H. Underwood, $9,035; and to 
the legal representatives of Samuel Rockwell, 
$10,144. 

It appears, from the report, that the memorial- 
ists were the counsel of the Cherokee nation, at- 
tending for the space of three years to a great 
multitude of cases in different circuits-of the State 
of Georgia; that they were solicited by the com- 
missioner who negotiated the treaty of 1835 to aid 
in the negotiation, with the assurance that their 
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=z 
arish of Ascension, Louisiana. claims should be provided forin the said treaty 


these assurances were given by th ‘ V:that 
Mr. Schermerhorn, and the then Presidente 
United States, General Jackson, and the the 
$60,000 was stipulated in the treaty t cn of 


to their claims alone. This fact y carats 


by the commissioners; and the fact that the treaty 
could not have been negotiated Without the aa . 
( 

the memorialists is also stated by ove Sipe 
The claims of the memorialists were prensa: 
the commissioners appointed to carry the tr = 
into effect, and were by them referred toa —_ 
mittee of Indians, appointed under the sec 
article of the treaty, for the purposes therein 7 
fied, who made a report allowing $21 ,000 fo oe: 

: ; , three 
years’ service of three gentlemen of hich profes. 
sional standing. Against this report the met : 
rialists protested; but it was finally agreed il 
this sum should be received as an adyanep = 
commissioners expressly reserving to themselves 
the right to review the case and do what jaatics 
might require. Subsequent commissioners st 
appointed, who disagreed in opinion upon the 
claim; and ultimately, on the suggestion of the 
Secretary of War, the commissioners+eferred the 
account to seven professional gentlemen of Geor. 
gia, with power to any three to act, five of whom 
united in an award, which was laid before tip 
commissioners. In the mean time, the commis. 
sioners had diverted a portion of the fund reserved 
for the payment of these claims to others, leayine 
only some eight thousand dollars of that fund yp. 
expended, which sum the last board of commis. 
sioners, acting under the award, directed to be 
paid to the memorialists, it being the whole amount 
of the reserved fund which remained under their 
control. The memorialists now claim that the 
balance of that fund, which was created for their 


| benefit alone, and which has been applied by the 


commissioners of the United States to other pur- 
poses, shall be paid to them. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


JOHN JOUNSTON. 


A bill (H.. R. No. 263) for the relief of John 
Johnston. 

The bill and report were read. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I think that claim 
is founded upon mischievous principles. The 
idea that Mr. Calhoun would have employed a 
gentleman for five years, and never paid him 
when he was entitled to be paid, is preposterous. 
I must object. 

CHARLES STILLMAN. 

A bill (H. R. No. 264) for the relief of Charles 
Stillman. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to Charles Stillman, the 
sum of $500, in full compensation for a chaland, 
or ferry-boat, used and appropriated to the public 
service by the officers of the Army of the United 
States, in the late war with Mexico, as a ferry- 

-boat for the transportation of troops and Army 
stores across the Rio Grande, at Matamoras, dur- 
ing said war. ; 

r. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not like to 
object; but it is well known that all services of 
this character are paid by the proper officers. If 
this man has not received his pay, there must be 
some reason for it. I object. 

Mr. STANTON. If the gentleman will hear 
the report read, he will see why this man did not 
get his pay. . 

Mr. gMITH, of Virginia. Very well; | will 
withdraw my objection until 1 hear the report. 

The report was read. It shows that at the com- 
mencement of the war with Mexico the petitioner 
was a resident of Matamoras, in the Republicof 
Mexico, and the lessee of the ferry across the 
Rio Grande at that place, and the owner of acha- 
land or ferry-boat, used in the transportation of 
passengers and freight across the river. Thata 
few days before the capture of that place by the 
American troops under General Taylor, in 1546, 
the petitioner, as well as all other American it! 
zens, was expelled from that place by virtue of a 
proclamation of General Ampudia, the Mexiean 

neral in command of that department. That 
Sarhat his absence his boat was seized > er 
officers in command of the army of the Unite 
States, and used in the transportation of troops 
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taine 
a of that place by the army of the 
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} 
1 States until it was worn out. A letter from the ] 
a 4 Auditor of the Treasury, however, states || 
— f before him, on the application of 


stores at the capture of Matamoras, 


>» proo 
that the f to that office; shows that the boat 


the r Zs captured by the Mexican army, and re- 
pine a by our troops from the Mexicans, and 
ae that reason the claim was disallowed by 
os office. Although the Government is not 
ad to indemnify or make compensation to a 
citizen for property captured or destroyed by an 
enemy in time of war, yet, if itis recaptured b 
our Government, the title of the owner is revived, 
and he may reclaim it; or, if itis retained for pub- 
jie use, compensation must be made to the owner. 
Two witnesses and the petitioner testify that the | 
boat was worth $800. But the builder of tlie boat, 
whose testimony 18 taken by the petitioner, testi- 
fes that it'was worth $500, and that he sold it to 
the petitioner for that sum. - 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


FREDERICK STEPHENS. 
A bill (H. R. No. 265) for the relief of Fred- 


erick Stephens. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury | 
to pay to Frederick Stephens, of the county of 
Kane, and State of Illinois, the sum of fifty dol- 
lars, in full satisfaction for all claims on account | 
of serviees rendered as a private in the compan 
commanded by Captain James Sulich, in the regi- 
ment of New York militia commanded by Colo- 
nel Billinger, in the war of 1812; and of all claims 
on account of loss of time, and expenses incurred 
by reason of sickness contracted in the service. 

‘It appears, from the evidence submitted in this 
case, that the petitioner was drafted for the term 
of six months, at Bainbridge, in the county of 
Chenango, and State of New York, about the Ist 
of September, 1814, as a private in the oe? 
of Captain James Sulich, in the regiment of New 
York militia commanded by Colonel Billinger. 
That he served in said company about one month 
in the war of 1812, when he was taken sick, and 
with the permission of his captain retired from | 
the lines to a place where he could be taken care 
of by his friends, and where he remained sick 
until some time after the company was discharged. 
That owing to some negligence or mistake, his 
name is not borne upon the rolls of said company, | 
and for that reason he never drew any pay, even 
for the time that he was in actual service. Owing 
to the death of his captain soon after, the com- 
pany was discharged. He was never able to get 
the omission of his name upon the rolls rectified. 
The facts above set forth are proved by the affi- 
davit of William Pieer, who was a soldier in the 
same company, and who conveyed the petitioner 
from the army to his friends after he was taken 
sick, at the request of his captain. The petitioner 
has proved his service of one month to the satis- 
faction cf the Commissioner of Pensions, and 
been allowed one hundred and sixty acres of 
bounty land therefor. The petitioner prays to be 
paid not only for the actual service of one month | 
which he performed, but for the loss of time and 
eens incurred during some six months of 
sickness, contracted in the service. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


MISSOURI OSAGE HOSTILITIES. 


A bill (H. R. No. 130) to pay the State of Mis- | 
souri the amount expended by said State in repel- | 
ling the invasion of the Osage Indians. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to the State of Missouri the sum of | 
$15,084 08, being the amount of money expended 
by that State in repelling the invasion of the Osage 
Indians in 1837. 2) 

It is stated in the memorial of the Legislature 
of the State of Missouri, that the policy of the 

neral Government has, during a course of many 
years, place@ upon the borders of Missouri and | 
Arkansas an immense number of Indians, nearly | 
equal, by actual computation, to the effective pop- | 
ulation of the two States. This olicy, which 











Yearly receives the sanction and adoption on the || 





d and used as a ferry-boat during the || Whenever a year of scant occurs among the In- | 
Uni- | dians, the settlements of the whites become the 


|| derous warfare. In 1837, an incursion was made 


| was compelled to sustain and liquidate all the | 
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that line are utterly unable to protect the citizens. | 


a pension for life or widowhood under the exist- 
ing laws, and was obliged to apply to Congress 
for the passage of a special act, which she did, but 
was not successful until nearly nine years after 
his death, when a five years’ pension was granted 
her, which was renewed for a further period of 
five years, and expired on the 4th of March, 1859. 
The petitioner asserts that her pension was not 
adequate to meet the expenses of herself and fam- 
ily, and ers by her necessities and the rep- 
aration which she thinks is due for the wrongs 
| inflicted on her husband and family, she asks to be 
placed in all respects as to the pay of a pension, 
as she would have been if her husband had not 
been dismissed the service. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 do not object to this bill; 
but I desire to inquire of the gentleman who re- 
ported this bill, how much, or how many years’ 
pay, does this bill provide for? 

Mr. DUELL. 1 will state that my colleague 
| (Mr. Sepewick] reported this bill. He is notat 
this moment present. 

Mr. CURRY. This bill provides for an appro- 
priation of about sixteen thousand dollars; and I 
will say to the gentleman from Kentucky that, in 
| my jelonen, it is a very meritorious case, The 
| gentleman whoreported the billexamined the case 
with great care, and the allegations contained in 
the memorial are fully sustained by the proof. 
This is a very peculiar case. When the insolent 
letter was written by Captain Angus, he was la- 
boring under a mental aberration. This bill sim- 
ply gives his widow the pay which he would have 
received if he had not been dismissed from the 
service, 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


MARTHA SWILLING. 
A bill (H. R. No. 268) to pay to the surviving 


theaters @f their predatory excursions, and the | 
retaliation which is thus provoked leads toa mur- | 


of this character, on the part of the Osages, into 
the southwestern portion of Missouri, which it 
became necessary for the military authorities of 
that State to repel. Under the known rule of In- 
dian warfare—which consists of a sudden and 
unexpected inroad, an exterminating massacre, 
and a precipitate retreat—the military force of the 
United States at that period in Missouri could not 
be summoned in time to meet the danger, and the 
only resource for defense and repulsion was in 
the State militia. A portion of them was ordered | 
into the field, and the incursion was repelled, hap- 
pily without much injury. In the prosecution, 
however, of this expedition, the om hag 


costs of the forces thus raised to defend its fron- 
tier and protect its citizens, which costs amounted || 
to the sum of $21,146 90. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


MARTIN BURK AND CHARLES S. WINDER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 266) for the relief of Brevet 
Lieutenant Colonel Martin Burke and Captain 
Charles S. Winder, of the United States Army. 

The bill directs the proper accounting officer of 
the Treasury to credit the accounts of Brevet Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Martin Burke and Captain Charles 
S. Winder, of the United States Army, with the 
sum of $100 each, it being the sum they each had 
in their possession on board of the steamer San | 
Francisco during the month of December, 1853, 
at which time the steamer was lost, and which sum 

oO a > = 
conb Shashi "andl Ooneden Wteoe enero eaten children of the late Martha Swilling, widow of 
of the Treasury, it having belonged to the recruit- || George Swilling, the pension that was due her to 
ing fund of the United States Army. the period of her death under the act of 7th of 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the July, 1838. [Objected to by Mr. Burnetr.] 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. JAMES LACEY, OF TENNESSEE. 


MRS. A. W. ANGUS. A bill (H. R. No. 269) granting a pension to 


A bill (H.R. No. 267) for the relief of Mrs. A. || 22mes Lacey, of Grainger county, Tennessee. 


. “elee The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
W. Angus, widow of the late Captain Samuel |/ (ho Interior to place the name of James Laccy, of 
Angus, United States Navy. 


rary : | Grainger county, Tennessee, upon the invalid 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury || pension roll, at eight dollars per month, begin- 


to pay to Anne W. Angus, widow of Captain ning on the Istof January, 1860, and to continue 
Samuel Angus, of the United States Navy, de- during the existence of his present disability. 

ceased, the amount of pay which he would have It appears from the report, which was read, 
received if he had remained in the Navy from the || that James Laccy was mustered into service the 
date of his dismissal to the date of his death, at |! sth of January, 1814, under Captain Adam Min- 
the same rate he was drawing when dismissed; |/ 541) of Carter county, Tennessee, and on the 18th 
and that she be placed in all respects as to pension day of May following was transferred to Captain 
as she would have been had her husband not been || Fyeret’s company, the former being discharged; 
dismissed the service; said allowance to be in full || and that on the march from Fort Strother to the 


of all claims of said widow. net Bi A . || Horseshoe Bend, the said Lacey took the measles, 
It appears from the report that irs. es | and, from being greatly eapenre in various ways, 
the widow of Captain Samuel Angus, late of the the disease fell into his limbs, and he was confined 


United States Navy, who entered the service in | to his bed for two months, and has never been well 
1799, became a lieytenant in 1807, a commander since, as the proof shows, and cannot at this time 
in 1813, and a captain in 1816. During \*--onnec- || oat his meals without assistance. He lay sick 
tion with the service he served with distinzuished nine weeks after he returned home. The proof 
bravery, and his name and deeds have received shows that he was an able-bodied man before en- 
honorable mention in our nayal history. This tering the service. The proof further shows that 
history states that he was wounded in several en- ll there have been several oleces of -bone extracted 
gagements with the enemy in the war of 1812, || from his hip. The said Lacey has applied to the 


one of these wounds a severe one upon the head. | Pension Office for assistance; but for the want of 
The medical testimony submitted proves that this || <0 ine proof that it was impossible for him to get, 


wound produced temporary fits of insanity, but )| owing to deaths and removals of witnesses, he 
he was not entirely incapacitated for duty, for sub- | 


| was refused aid. 
sequent to some of his attacks he performed a || © "phe pill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
cruise during which “ his mind was rational.’ || trouse with a recommendation that it do pass. 
During one of his mental abberrations he wrote to || . 
the Secretary of the Navy a rude and insulting || JOHN MADDEN. 
letter, for which he was summarily dismissed the || __ A bill (H. R. No. 270) granting a pension to 

















|| service by President Monroe towards the close of || John Madden, of Claiborne county, Tennessee. 


his administration. Assoon ashe became aware || The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
of the injustice he had unintentionally committed || the Interior to place the name of John Madden, 
in dismissing an officer for an act for which he | of Claittorne county, Tennessee, upon the invalid 
was not responsible, he wrote to his successor, || pension roll, at eleven dollars per month, begin- 
Mr. Adams, urging the restoration of Captain An- || ning on the ist of January, 1860, and to continue 
gus to the naval service, saying, ‘‘ I am satisfied | during the existence of his present disability. 

that it comports with justice, as well as human- || It appears from the report, which was read, 
ity, to reinstate him.’’ He was not, however, ‘| that John Madden enlisted under Captain Tay- 
reinstated, but was allowed a pension during life, || lor, Pendleton district, South Carolina, in July, 
which, had he not been dismissed, he would have || 1812; served five years, was discharged at Fort 





part of the Federal Government, has exposed that | 
frontier to great and imminent peril—a peril from | 
which the few forces of the United States upon | 





been entitled to as an invalid pensioner, in ad- || Crawford,and paid off at Montgomery, Alabama; 
dition to his pay. In consequence of his dying || then volunteered under Captain Byles, detached by 
out of service, his widow was deprived of rightto || General Jackson to Florida and Pensacola; was 
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an orderly sergeant, and in loading his pistol, as 





THE 


him to lose his middle finger and part of the fore | 


finger, disabling him in that hand ever since. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I move a clerical amend- 
ment to the bill. I know Mr. Madden. 
constituent of mine, and lives in Campbell, and 
not in Claiborne county. I move that ** Camp- 
bell’? be substituted for ‘* Claiborne,’’ wherever 
it occurs. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STANTON. I would inquire of the gen- 


He is a | 


tleman from Tennessee, |Mr. Stoxes,| who made | 


the report, what reason there is for this bill, and 
why it is that the name of this party cannot be 


placed upon the pension roll at the Department 


without special act of Congress? 

Mr. STOKES. The case has not been before 
the Department at all. From the facts and proofs 
in the case, it was clear to the minds of the com- 


mittee that Mr. Madden was entitled to relief, | 


having served in his country’s service, and hav- 
ing received a wound, 

Mr. STANTON. I do not propose to object 
to the bill. It is a small matter. The proofs 
show that he is entitled to it under the general law; 


and I do not see the necessity for the passage of | 


this bill. 

Mr. STOKES. Itis as cleara case as ever was 
presented to this House. The rules at the De- 
partment are so stringent, that the Commissioner 
of Pensions is in the habit of rejecting claims 
upon mere technical objections. Because some 


surgeon was not ‘living who saw this soldier | 
wounded, and because such proof was not pre- | 


sented, this claimant was refused to have his claim 
acknowledged at the Pension Office. The com- 
mittee was of the impression that the case was a 
good one; that the proofs were clear; and they, 
therefore, upon the grounds of equity and justice, 
have recommended that this bil 
This claimant received a wound in the discharge 
of his duty. [Cries of ** Let it pass!’’] 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I am opposed to extend- 
ing the law; and I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thenthe bill must be passed 
over. 

CYRENUS C,. BLACKMAN. 

A bill (H. R. No. 271) granting a pension to 
Cyrenus C. Blackman, of St. Helena parish, 
Louisiana. 


Mr. STANTON. 


Precisely the same objec- 


| ought to pass. | 


he certainly died. 











an Indian, and has been disabled ever since. The 
proof shows that he is disabled three fourths 
of his time. His middle finger was amputated, 
affecting hisshoulder very much. He was in the 
battle of Lundy’s Lane. 

The bill was laid aside,to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


ADELAIDE ADAMS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 272) granting a pension to 
Adelaide Adams, widow of Commander George 
Adams, United States Navy. 

The bill was read. 


the United States Navy, on the pension roll, at 
the rate of thirty dollars per month, and to pay 
her a pension at that rate from the 9th of June 
1858; and egntinue during her widowhood. 


It appears from the report, which was read, | 
that the claimant, Mrs. Adelaide Adams, is the | 


widow of Captain George Adams, of the United 
States Navy, who entered the Navy in the year 
1818, and died on the 19th of April, 1856, at Balti- 
more, Maryland, of a disease contracted in the 
service. It appears that the only objection to 
allowance of her claim at the Pension Office was 


| owing to the construction of the phrase “ line of 


” 


duty.’’ From the evidence submitted there can 
be no doubt that the disease of which Captain 


| Adams died was contracted whilst he was in the 
line of his duty. 
| surgeon in the United States Navy, certifies ‘* that 


Doctor James C. Palmer, a 


the late Commander George Adams, before being 


detached from the receiving ship Ontario, at Bal- 


timore, called my attention to the fact that he had 
acough. He was soon after relieved from com- 
mand of the Ontario, and passed out of my pro- 
fessional observation; but I learned, after the lapse 
of many months, that he had a constant cough, 
with other symptoms of pulmonary consumption. 
When next I had opportunity to ebserve, he was 
in an advanced stage of the said disease, of which 


| of his history, that he had a continuous cough 


tion applies to this bill that was made to the last | 


bill. 
JAMES MADDEN—AGAIN. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. Upon an explanation 
which my friend from Tennessee (Mr. warns 
gives me, I withdraw my,objection to the bil 
granting a pension to James Madden, if I have 
the general consent to do so. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope that 
all objections will be withdrawn to these pension 
bills. 

Mr. STANTON. I objected to the other case 
upon the ground that I thought it was a case 
which aaa to come in under the general law. I 
think itis right. I shall withdraw my objection, 
if the gentleman from Georgia withdraws his. 

Mr. BURNETT. We cannot get along if gen- 
tlemen are permitted to withdraw their objections. 
1 do not object to these cases, however. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no ob- 
jection to the case of James Madden. 

There was no objection; and the bill was laid 


aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- | 


mendation that it do pass. 
CYRENUS C, BLACKMAN——AGAIN. 


A bill CH. R. No. 271) granting a pension to 
Cyrenus C. Blackman. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
to this bill? 

Mr. STANTON. I withdraw my objection. 
Let the bill and report be read. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 


Is objection withdrawn 


the Interior to place the name of Cyrenus ©. | Peacock. He was honorably discharged 


|, a cough, which I have no doubt was 


after leaving the Ontario, and it is my opinion that 
the disease of which he died probably originated 


with that cough; in which case, it seems to me a | 


reasonable conclusion that he died in consequence 
of exposure incurred during a period when he was 
engaged in continuous acts of duty.””, Dr.G. W. 
Multenberger, of Baltimore, who attended Com- 
mander Adams after he was detached from the On- 
tario, certifies, under oath, that the disease of which 
he died ‘commenced its ravages while he had 
charge of the Ontario.’’? Lieutenant Henry Ro- 
lando, who served with Commander Adams on the 
Ontario in the year 1851, states that he remembers 
distinctly the suffering - of Commander Adams 
from ‘‘an inflammatory disease, accompanied with 
e mince 

y 


/ ment of the disease of which he subsequent 


|| died.”’ 


! 


| 
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| 


Mrs. Adams has five infant children de- 
pending upon her personal exertions for support, 


/ and she is in er indigent circumstances. 
a 


The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


MICAJAH HAWKES. 
_A bill (H.. R. No. 273) for the relief of Micajah 


| Hawkes. 


The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Interior to place the name of Micajah Hawkes, 
of Eastport, in the State of Maine, on the roll of 
invalid pensioners, and to cause him to be paid 
a pension, at the rate of fifteen dollars per month, 
being half of his pay proper, to commence with 
the Ist day of January, 1859, and to continue 
during his natural life. : 

Itappears from the report, which was read, that 
Micajah Hawkins was an assistant surgeon in the 
naval service of the United States in the war of 
1812, and was acting in that capacity on board 
the Hornet at the time of the aiid en - 
ment of that ship with the British sloop-of-war 
ay 10, 


Blackman, of St. Helena parish, Louisiana, upon || 1813. It is equally clear that he is now totally 


the invalid pension roll, at $22 
ginning on the Ist of January, 
tinue during the existence of his presentdisability. 


50 per month, be- 
1 


, and to con- | 





i} 


disabled, at the age of seventy-four years, is des- 
titute as well as helpless. Three physicians and 
surgeons of high standing in his vicinity give it 


It appears from the report, which was read, that | as their decided opinion that his disability, which 


Cyrenus C, Blackman was a lieutenantin Captain | has been of long standing, 1s entirel 


in canse- 


Hardin’s company in the war of 1812,discharged || quence of the accident which, as he alleges, befell 


It directs the Secretary of | 
_ the Interior to place the name of Adelaide Adams, | 
widow of the late Commander George Adams, of || 


i} 
} 


do believe, from what I heard | 
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| at New York, wounded by a cut on the hand by 
ordered, it accidentally fired, and bursting, caused | 


the small of the back, less serious 


| been unable to mote 














ae 
him while in the line of his duty on ho... > 
Hornet. The chief point of difficulty aunt the 
is with regard to the proof of the original cae 
His own statement is, that soon after the uy: 
arrived at New York he was called on cree 
sick man at one or two o’clock in the aa . 
the vessel at that time being under repair ting: 
erything about her being in confusion “aa i 
der. In passing to the patient he f 18or- 


ell into the he 
of the vessel; and that the result was an nero 
7 « J 


which has constantly increased, until hehe 
without help. =o 
_As to this original injury, Mr. Hawkes ¢ 
nishes no statement but his own; nor can om 
so. He continued to serve as assistant _— x 
until honorably discharged, and the rolls furni ‘ 
no proof of his disability. It further appears the 
there fs but one other survivor of this cruise of 
the Hornet, namely, Commodore Forres: we 
absent in command of the Brazilian squadron, 
His testimony cannot, therefore, be obtained at 
present; nor is it certain that it would avail th 
applicant anything if procured. The Narrative of 


| the applicant is consistent with itself, and yin) 
ih 


the opinions of the medical gentlemen on file, }1, 
produces the certificates of the best men of his 


| Vicinity in favor of his application, and his inteo. 


rity and honorable standing are heartily indors, 
by Hon. Steruen C. Foster, of this og 
and by Hon. T. J. D. Fuller. The applicant 
has given a truthful statement of his injury, and 
of its effects. The reason of the great delay ip 
asking for a pension has been, that by his practice 
of medicine he was enabled to support himself 
without calling upon the Government for that as- 
sistance which long since he was justly entitled to, 
The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass, 


TIMOTHY CAVAN. 


A bill (H. R. No. 274) for the relief of Tim. 

othy Cavan, an invalid pensioner. 
he bill was read. 

Mr. BURNETT. When does the pension 
commence ? : 

TheCHAIRMAN. According to the bill, from 
the date when he was discharged for disability to 
the time he commenced to receive a pension un- 
der a special act of Congress in 1849. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That is notallow- 
able at all. 
* Mr. STANTON. I object. 


NATHANIEL SMITH. 


A bill (H.R. No. 275) for the relief of the chil- 
dren of Lieutenant Nathaniel Smith, deceased. 
[Objected to by Mr. Curry.] 


HANNAH M’ DOWELL. 


A bill (H. R. No. 276) for the relief of Han- 
nah McDowell. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secreta 
of the Interior to place the name of Mrs. Hann 
McDowell, widow of James McDowell, late a 
lieutenant in the third regiment United States n- 
fles, war of 1812, upon the pension roll, under 
the act of February 3, 1853, at the rate of $12 50 
per month, commencing on the 29th of May, 
1854, and terminating on the 4th of July, 1859. 

From the report, it appears that Hannah Me- 
Dowell, the widow o Ecahesent James Mc- 
Dowell, applied for the benefit of the act of Con- 
gress passed the 3d of February, 1853, on account 
of the services of her said husband, who was 4 
lieutenant in Captain Robert Campbell’s compe- 
ny, third regiment United States rifles, in the war 
of 1812, and who was an invalid pensioner at the 
rate of fifteen dollars per month, commencing 00 
the Ist of March, 1852, and terminating on the 
29th of May, 1854, when he died. The said Han- 
nah McDowell was granted a pension under the 
said act of February 3, 1853, at the rate of $12 50 
per month, commencing on the 4th of July, 1899, 
the date of the completion of her proofs, the custom 
of the Pension bureau. She now claims that her 
pension should commence at her husband's deat! 
—say May 29, 1854; and adduces, in support “ 
her claim, the decision of Hon. Attorney Gener 
Black in the case of Mrs. Sarah Hunt, of Alebams, 
who decided, on appeal, that her pension shoul 
commence from the date of the act, say oer 
1853, or from the date of her husband’s deat; 
and. upon said decision, the Commissioner of 
Pensions did pay several cases; but in hers, a5! 
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. refused to carry out the said decision, for | 
ed reason that Congress made no appro- || 
tne acs, 


am objection being made, the bill wasdaid aside, 


be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
to »’ t 


WEBSTER 8S. STEELE. 
4 bill (H. R. No. 277) for the relief of Web- 


stor 8. Steele. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 


i} 
ion to pay such cases. 


| 
' 
\| 
tion that it do pass. | 
| 
| 
| 
i 


geant John Champe a township of land for de- 
serting from the American Army, and going to | 





Mr. COX. General Washington promised Ser- 


New_York, for the purpose of taking Arnold. 
3 : Ai 
And Washington Irving has also written a letter, 


asking that the same amount of land shall be | 
granted to the descendants of these other men. 


and not to speculators. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. How much land is | 


soe the name of Webster S. Steele, of Illinois, | granted by the bill? 
pid ° 


Pi he list of invalid pensioners, at the rate of | 
ooht dollars a month, commencing on thes4th of | 
December, 1509, | 

Mr. FENTON. 
striking Ov > 
a was before the Senate last year, and they 
ceed a bill allowing this individual a pension 
The bill failed in the House for 
The case having thus been satis- 
I move the 


I move to amend the bill by | 


passed 
from that date. 

ant of time. 
pa made out to the Senate, 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

It appears, from the testimony, in the case, that 
Webster S. Steele was, 1n October, 1814, mus- 
tered into the service of the United States asa 

_ 
private in the company of Captain William Eels, 
of the New York militia, called out in the war of 
1312 with Great Britain; that he was stationed, 
with the company to which he belonged, at Sack- 
ett’s Harbor, in the State of New York, and there, 
while in the service and in the line of his duty, | 
contracted a disease from hardship and exposure 
which has resulted in making him an invalid, and 
rendered him unable to obtain his support by 
Jabor. : : ‘ s 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


PAULDING, WILLIAMS, AND OTHERS. || 
A bill (H. R. No, 278) for the relief of John | 


Paulding, David Williams, Isaac Van Wert, and 
Sergeant John Champe. 

The bill provides that, in consideration of the 
distinguished services of John Paulding, David 
Williams, Isaac Van Wert, and Sergeant John 
Champe, rendered in the revolutionary war, there | 
be granted one township of land to the heirs of 
John Paulding, one township of land to the heirs | 
of David Williams, one township of land to the | 





| 
j 


heirs of Isaac Van Wert, and one township of 
land to the heirs of John Champe, to be laid out | 
and located on any of the unappropriated lands | 
of the United States subject to entry, under the 
aithority of the Secretary of the Interior, who 
shall authorize the same to be done as follows: 
The township to the heirs of John Paulding to 
be laid out and located in the name of Joseph K. | 
Paulding and John Paulding, of the city of New | 
York, as trustees, to hold and convey said town- 
ship of land, in equal shares, to the heirs of said 
John Paulding, deceased; the townshipsto David 
Williams, Isaac Van Wert, and Sergeant John 
Champe, to be laid out and located in the names 
of their several heirs, on satisfactory proof being 
given to the Secretary of the Interior of such 
names and heirships—the heirs in the several cases 
mentioned in the act to take by right of represent- 
ation. 


The Clerk commenced to read the report, but 
was interrupted b 

Mr. TAPPAN. As all the historical facts in 
reference to Paulding, Williams, Van Wert, and 
Champe must be familiar to members, I move that 
the reading of the report be dispensed with. 

Mr. BURNETT. I suppose members are fa- | 
miliar with all the facts connected with the cap- 
ture of Major André. There is no doubt of that. 
This bill, f believe, contains a grant of just ninety 
thousand acres of land, sieving to my calcula- 
tions. Now, I ask for the reading of the report, 
that may see the reason the committee give why 
weshould vote thatamount of land, without nam- 
r§ the descendants, or showing who they are. 

® not remember any incident connected with 
that transaction which would entitle the repre- | 

| 





“a of these parties to so large an amount 

ne CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from | 
a object to the bill? 
Mr. BURNETT. I do not now. I want to 

a _ report read, that I may see the reason for | 
© Dall. 





it * 1859’ and inserting ‘‘ 1857.”’ This |) 


1859, to continue during his lifetime. || 


j 
} 
} 
| 
| 
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| 
| 
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} 








i. 


will give us the yeas and nays upon this bill in 


| son, Secretary of the Interior, déclares it as his 


Mr. COX. Only four townships. 
Mr. BURNETT. 


. I will propose this to the | 
gentleman from Ohio. 


It is a very ungracious 


1 
The land is to go to the descendants themselves, 
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24th instant to your address from Hon. William Vandever, 
chairman of the House Committee on Public Lands, with 
the petition of John Taylor, asking Congress to authorize 
the issuing to him a patent as the assignee of a pre mption 
location, and to report as instructed; that the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, on the 19th day of Oc- 
tober, 1852, did issue instructions to local land officers, 











| deciding that assignments of preémption bounty land war 


rant locations were as valid as those made at ordinary 
private entry; that many locations of that character were 


| afterwards assigned and patents issued to the assignees, 


and continued to be so issued till the 2ist of May, 1856, at 


| which date the Secretary reviewed the whole subject, and 
| decided that preémption locations were not assignable under 


the act of the 22d of March, 1858; whereupon this office, 
on May 23, 1856, issued a circular in accordance with the 


| Seeretary’s decision, copy herewith. ‘The individual peti 


task for a member, in the discharge of his duty, " 


to object to bills, and then to be commented upon 
in reference to doing so. Now, if the gentlemen 


the House, I wjll have no objection to having it 
laid aside, to be reported to the House. 

Mr. COX. Iam entirely content with that. 

Mr. COBB was understood to object. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama object ? 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 


I object, to remove all 
doubt. 


JOHN W. TAYLOR. 

A bill (H. R. No. 284) for the relief of John 
W. Taylor, and certain other assignees of pre- 
orton land locations. . 

he bill declares valid all assignments of pre- 





emption bounty land warrant locations, at any of || 


the land offices of the United States, made in good 
faith since the 19th of October, 1852, and prior to 
the 2Ist of May, 1856, under instructions from | 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office of | 
the former date, and authorizes the Secretary of 
the Interior to cause patents to be issued, in the | 
name of the assignee, on all such locations as now 
remained suspended and have not been patented. 
It appears from the petition that, on the 22d 
day of Sack, 1852, Congress passed an act de- 
claring all bounty land warrants assignable, and 
all valid certificates of location made with land 
warrants were also made assignable. By the 
same act, persons having preémption rights were 
authorized to locate the same with land warrants. 
That the then Commissioner of the General Land | 
Office, Hon. John Wilson, construed said Jaw as 
permitting locations made by preémptors, as wellis 
others,to be assigned. That “ accordingly issued 


| instructions to that effect to the registers and re- 


ceivers throughout the United States, in October, 


| 1852. Inaccordance with said instructions, quite 


a number of entries were made by_preémptors in 
the years 1852 and 1853, which were afterwards 
assigned to other parties. The entries so madeand 
assigned were all duly patented to the assignee as | 
they were reached in their order in the General 
Land Office, until 1856, when the Secretary of the 
Interior overruled the opinion of the Commis- 
sioner, and decided that the law did not recognize 
assignments by preémptors, and from that time 
to the present patents fave been withheld. The 
etitioner represents that he holds a certificate of 
ocation assigned as aforesaid, and that the Sec- 
retary of the Interior declines to patent it to him. 
The petitioner further says, that Hon. J. Thomp- 


opinion that 7 and good faith require that 
parties situated as the petitioner should have their 
patents, and will recommend the passage of a law 
which will authorize him to issue the patents to 
the petitioner, and others similarly circumstanced. 

Mr. VANDEVER. I ask that the letter of 
the Secretary of the Interior, and also the letter 
of the Commissioner of the Land Office, be read 
as a part of the report: 

The letters were read, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WasuineTton, February 27, 1860. 
Sir: [ have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of | 
your letter of the 24th instant, inclosing for examination | 
the petition of John W. Taylor, of Lowa, and in reply to in- 
close the report of the Commissioner of the General Land | 
Office in the matter, of this date, accompanied by the draft 
of a bill for the relief of certain assignees of preémption land 
claims. | 
The views of the Commissioner of the General Land | 
Office are concurred in by this Department. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. THOMSON, Secretary. 
Hon. W. Vanpever, Committee on Public Lands, United | 
States House of Representatives. 





Generat Lanp Orrice, February 27, 1860. 
Sir: I have the honor to retarn herewith a letter of the 








| 


|| S. Campbell. 











tioner is one of a class of persons whom it is proposed to re 
lieve by legislation, by authorizing patents to be issued to 
the assignees of all preémption locations assigned under the 
authority of said instructions of the 19th of October, 1852, 
and prior to the 2Ist of March, 1856, the date of the Secre- 
tary’s letter annulling said instructions. In the opinion of 
this office such legislation would be just and proper, and in 
that view I herewith inclose the draft of a bill which it is 
thought will cover the whole class of cases represented in 
part by the petition of John Taylor. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOSEPH 8. WILSON, Commissioner. 

Hon. Jacos Tuompson, Secretary of the Interior. 


Mr. BURNETT. I wish to ask the gentle- 


| man from Iowa whether this bill is in accordance 


with the views contained in the letter of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior? 

Mr. VANDEVER. The exact bill. 

Mr. BURNETT. Then let it go. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


JAMES 8. CAMPBELL. 
A bill (H. R. No. 298) for the relief of James 
[Objected to by Mr. Buarnerr.] 
MARY ANN HENRY. 


A bill (H.. R. No. 311) for the relief of Mary 
Ann Henry. [Objectedto by Mr. Smirn, of Vir- 


| gimta.] 


PAULDING, WILLIAMS, AND OTHERS——AGAIN. 


Mr. COBB. At the earnest solicitation of my 
friend from Ohio, [Mr. Cox,] I withdraw my ob- 
jection to the passage of the bill (No. 278) for the 
relief of the heirs of Paulding, Williams, and Van 
Wert. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. The gentleman is mis- 
taken in the man. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlezian from Ohio 
is mistaken. It was not the gentleman from Ala- 
bama on whose objection that bill was passed 


over. Objection was made by the gentleman from 
Georgia. 
Mr. TAPPAN. I was about to suggest to the 


committee that as we have already done a good deal 
of work to-day, and for the purpose of relieving 
members, and especially the reading clerks, the 
committee should now rise, with the understand- 
ing—which I suppose was had last week—that 
the House will sit to-morrow. With that under- 
standing, I move that the committee rise, and re- 
report the bills to the House. 
Ar. PRYOR called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I withdraw my motion. I 
supposed that we might rise now, as the commit- 
tee is worn out, and that we might meet and do 
more business to-morrow. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I withdraw my ob- 
jection to the bill for the relief of John Johnston. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object to going back on 
the Calendar. 

The CHAIRMAN. 


unanimous consent. 
JOHN SONDLES. 


A bill (H. R. No. 312) granting a pension to 
John Sondles. 

The bill was read. It directs the ae of 
the Interior to place the name of John Sondles, 
of the State of Ohio, on the invalid pension roll, 
at the rate of eight dollars per month, from the 
5th of January, 1859, to continue during his nat- 
ural life. 

The report was read, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That is a case for 
the Pension Office, and I do not know why it 
comes here. I must object to it. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Ohio. I trust the gentleman 
from Virginia will withdraw his objection. This 
is a very meritorious case. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


It can only be done by 


I understand that 
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understand it. 
reasonable. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there any objection to 
the passage of House bill No. 312? 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. It is necessary to 
settle principles in disposing of these cases, and 
therefore I must make the objection. 


PRIVATE BILLS PASSED. 
Mr. BOCOCK. This is Good Friday; and, as 


it is understood we are to meet again to-morrow | 


j 


for the purpose of attending to private business, 
I move that the committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Brancu reported that 
the Committee of the Whole House had had un- 
der consideration the Private Calendar, and had 
instructed him to report back, with a recommend- 
ation that they do pass, the following bills, (two 
of them with amendments:) 


A bill (H. R. No. 85) for tho relief of R. K. | 


Doebler; 
A bill (H.R. No. 262) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Frangois Guillory, deceased; 


A bill (H. R. No. 224) for the relief of W. Y. || 


THE 


the Pension Office indorse this claim; but I do not || 
Still, I am willing to do anything | 


i 
| 


| 
| 


' 
i 
i 
/ 
! 
i 
j 
| 


| Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. | 
able ‘to the committees of the House that they | 





to come here, we can still go on and do business, 
if there be only a quorum. 
Mr. BURNE . Debate is not in order. 
Mr. GARTRELL called for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs Reacan and 
Burrrinton were appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
_ayes 61, noes 68. 
So the House refused to adjourn over. 
Mr.'TAPPAN. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 
ir. BURNETT. I move that when the House 
_adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
| next. 
Mr. TAPPAN. On that motion I call for the 
yeas and nays. It was understood last week that 
| we should sit on Saturday of this week. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. BURNETT. I withdraw the motion to 
| adjourn over. 
Mr. ADRAIN. I renew it. 


| Mr. TAPPAN. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
It is indispens- 


| should have to-morrow to transact business. 


Hansell, the heirs of W. H. Underwood, and the | 


representatives of Samuel Rockwell; 


A bill (H.R. No. 264) for the relief of Charles 


Stillman; 


A bill (H. R. No. 265) for the relief of Freder- 


ick Stephens; 

A bill (H. R. No. 130) to pay to the State of 
Missouri the amount expended by said State in 
repelling the invasion of the Osage Indians; 

A bill (HI. R. No. 266) for the relief for Brevet 
Lieutenant Colonel Martin Burke and Captain 
Charles S. Winder, of the United States Army; 

A bill (HL. R. No. 267) for the relief of Mrs. A. 
W. Angus, widow of the late Captain Samuel 
Angus, United States Navy; = 

A bill (H. R. No. 269) granting a pension to 
James Lacey, of Grainger county, Tennessee; 

A bill (H. R. No. 270) granting a pension to 
John Madden, of Campbell county, Tenhennen, 
with an amendment; 

A bill (H.R. No. 271) granting a pension to 
Cyrenus C. Blackman, of St. Helena parish, 
Louisiana; 

A bill (HI. R. No. 272) granting a pension to 
Adelaide Adams, widow of Commander George 
Adams, United States Navy; 

A bill (EL. R. No. 273) for the relief of Mica- 


jah Hawkes; 


| 
| 


A bill (H. R. No. 276) for the relief of Mrs. | 


Hannah McDowell; 

A bill CH. R. No. 277) for the relief of Web- 
ster S. Steele, with an amendment; and 

A bill (H. R. No, 284) for the relief of John 
W. Taylor, and certain other assignees of pre- 
emption land locations. 

The SPEAKER. 
bills will be voted on en masse. 

There was no objection. 


277) were agreed to; and all the bills were en- 
grossed, read 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to reconsider the vote by | 
which the bills were passed; and also moved to | 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PROPOSITION TO ADJOURN OVER. | 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I rise to a | 
privileged question. We have passed a great 


If there be no objection, the 


the third time, and passed. 





Mr. TAPPAN. I would say to the gentleman 
and the House, that I am perfectly willing the 
House should adjourn over Saturday of next 
| week. F 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 5], nays 87; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Adrain, Barksdale, Blair, Botceler, 
Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, John Cochrane, 
Conkling, Crawford, Curry, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Fen- 
| ton, Gartrell, Graham, Hatton, Hawkins, Hill, Hughes, 
Jones, Keitt, William Kellogg, Lamar, Logan, Mallory, 
Elbert S. Martin, McClernand, McRae, Montgomery, Syd- 
enham Moore, Norrill, Nelson, Potter, Reagan James C. 
Robinson, William Smith, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevens, 
Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Stout, Thayer, Thomas, 
Vallandigham, Vance, Ellihu B. Washburne, Webster, 
| and Whiteley—5lL. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Allen, Alley, Ash- 
ley, Ashmore, Babbitt, Barr, Blake, Bocock, Brabson, 
Branch, Brayton, Bristow, Buffinton, Butterfield, Carey, 
Carter, Cobb, Colfax, Cox, James Craig, Dawes, Delano, 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Etheridge, Ferry, 
Florence, Foster, Frank, Gooch, Grow, Hale, Hardeman, 
John T. Harris, Helmick, Hoard, Holman, Howard, Hum- 
phrey, Hutchins, Jenkifs, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 
DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Lovejoy, Maynard, Mc- 
Knight, Millson, Moorhead, Morse, Nixon, Noell, Olin, 
Pendleton, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Pottle, Pryor, Quarles, 
Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Scranton, 
Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stokes, ‘Tappan, Theaker, 
‘Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van veueee Verree, 
Waldron, Walton, Windom, and Woodruff—%7. 


So the House refused’to adjourn over. 


The question then recurred on the motion that 
the House adjourn. 


| Mr. SHERMAN. There are several members 


present who desire to make speeches to-night in 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. Lask the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire to withdraw the motion to adjourn, with a 
view of going into committee. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I will withdraw the motion 





|| for that purpose. 
The amendments to bills (H. R. Nos. 270 and 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
_ the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. 


Mr. BURNETT. After the occurrences of yes- 


| terday, I hope the gentleman will not make that 


motion. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Those speeches have to be 
made at some time, and they might as well be 
made now as at any time, 

Mr. BURNETT. I move that the House ad- 


number of bills to-day. I move that when the ||| journ. 


House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday | 
next, 

Mr. TAPPAN. I desire to appeal to the House | 
to vote down that motion. When we adjourned.) 
over last week, it was with the understanding that 
as Friday and Saturday of this week were to be | 
Secs days, the House would sit both these | 

ays. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is allowable. The 
question is on the motion of the gentleman from 
Llinois. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If the gentlemanunderstood 
why itis desired that the House should sit to- 
morrow, I apprehend there would be no objection 
todoingso. Under the new rules, to-morrow will 
be objection day. We can continue on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, and if the gentlemen do not choose 





Mr. SHERMAN. TIhope thatthe House will 
vote that motion down. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [I call for tellers on 
the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Vatian- 
picHaM and Burrinton were appointed. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I will state to the 
man from Ohio, that my colleague [Mr. 
eat) is entitled to the 
think he is not present. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have consulted the gen- 
tleman’s colleague, and this motion is perfectly 
agreeable to him. He is present. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported 
twenty ia the affirmative—a further count not be- 
ing demanded. ° 

the House refused to adjourn. 
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| The question then recurred on { vy 


‘ he ins 
| Mr. Suerman to go into the Committee a7 of 
| Whole on the state of the Union. oF te 


| 
@ SHELDON M’KNIGHT. 


| Mr. COLFAX. I was not in m 
_ when the Committee on the Post 0 
| Roads was called. I now ask the un 
| sent of the House to report back Senate bill (x 
|, 30) for the relief of Sheldon McKnieht (No, 
o objection being made, the bill was rec 
| referred to a Committee of the Whole 
and, with the accompany? » * 

printed. 


Y seat toq 
fice and Poo 


ADiMous con. 





eived, 
Touse 
port, ordered to be 


CARIFF BILL, 


Mr. BURNY?T. I now call the yeas and n 
upon the motion. of the gentleman from Ohio. | 
| am opposed to these debating societies, 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. SueRMan’s motion was then agreed to 
_ So the rules were suspended; and the Ho 
|| resolved itself into the Committee of the Whol, 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Per the 
chair.) 
| Mr. BRANCH. L[ask what is the business be 
| fore the committee ? 5 
The CHAIRMAN. Itis the bill of the House 
_ (No. 338) to provide for the payment of outstan¢. 
_ ing Treasury notes, to authorize a loan, to yes. 
| late and fix the duties on imports, and for other 
purposes. 


| -Mr. BRANCH. This being Friday, I make 


| 
| 


TIT in the 


j 
' 


he point of order that, under the 30th rule of the 

House, the Private Calendar is under considera. 
tion in committee; and I submit that that Calep. 
dar must now be taken up. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This committee is subor. 
dinate to the House. The House has resolyed 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. If the gentleman will examine the 
Calendar of this committee, he will find that there 
is no private bill upon it. It is therefore too late 
for the gentleman to make his question of order, 

The EHAIRMAN, The House is now in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and it is not competent for the Chair to take into 
consideration what are the rules of the House in 
relation to private business. The gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. nanan is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BRANCH. I understand the Chair thea 











| 
| 
to overrule my question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
gentieman’s question of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I will state that it was the 
understanding that the House should adjourn a 
four o’clock to-day. The clerks of the House 
are overburdened with business, and it will be 
impossible for them to get through with it unless 
the House does no more business to-day. | move 
that the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman fromGeor- 
gia is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WELLS. I understand the gentleman 
from Georgia does not wish to go on with his re- 
marks to-night. I appeal to him to yield me the 
floor to submit a few remarks which I have pre- 
pared. If gentlemen do not wish to hear me they 
can retire from the Hall. I should, of course, be 
very happy to have them remain and hear me; 
but af this is about the hour when most of the 
gentlemen here are in the habit of dining, | am 
perfectly content for them not to remain to listen 
to me. 

Mr. HARDEMAN. [am willing to yield to 
the gentleman from New York, with the under- 
standing that I shall be entitled to the floor when 

| tlie House shall again go into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| The CHAIRMAN. That arrangement will be 

made, if there be no objection. . 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I must object. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I certainly object. 
I insist that when a gentleman obtains the floor 
he shall go on with his remarks, or else yield the 
floor altogether. If the gentleman from Georgi 
yields the floor unconditionally, I have nothing ' 
say. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the gentleman from 
Georgia is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BRANCH. Will the gentleman from 
Georgia yield for a motion that the committee 

ise? 


rise? : 
Mr. HARDEMAN. I will. 
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Mr. BRA NCH. I movethat the committee rise. 


Ir COLFAX. I hope that motion will be 
, } down. The objection that has been made 
‘ we fom the friends of the gentlean from 
mes ire : 
Georgia, (Mr. Harpeman.] 


Mr BRANCH. The friends of the gentleman 
fom New York (Mr. Wextts] are those who 
meht the House into the Committee of the 
Wl Pe on the state of the Union. - 

Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman is not a po- 
veal friend of the gentleman from Georgia—not 
<o claimed; and I trust that such a statement will 
not be made. 6 G q 

Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman from Georgia 
vielded me the floor to make the motion that the 
‘mittee rise. It is his desire that the commit- 
Fall rise; and I want to see whether the 
House will force him to go on, at this late hour 
of a private bill day, against his will. 

Mr. WELLS. I um told that the committee 
has refused to rise; and if that be so, the gentle- 
man from Georgia has the right to yicld to me. 
He has yielded to me, and I will now proceed 
with my remarks. 

Mr. BURNETT.* I appeal to the gentleman 
from North Carolina to withdraw his motion that 
the committee rise. We are in the Committee of 
she Whole on the state of the Union, and we had 
better do What we can, in8tead of rising. Here 
is the gentleman from New York, ready to go on 
with his remarks; and I think we ought now to 
withdraw objection to his going on. 

Mr. BRANCH. | 
from Georgia, if he desires to proceed this even- 
ing. Uf he desires to adjourn, I will insist on my 
motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. HARDEMAN., 1 will say to the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, that I would prefer not 
to go on with my remarks this evening. In order 
to accommodate the gentleman from New York, 


| will yield to him, if that be the general wish of | 


the House. 
The CHAIRMAN. Objection has been made. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Yes, sir; J object. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Ifthe gentleman from Geor- 
gia yields the floor unconditionally, I have no 
doubt he will get it when the committee again goes 
ito session. 
like the present, has never been denied that I am 
aware of. 


Mr. HARDEMAN. With that understand- |) 


ing, 1 yicld the floor unconditionally. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from New York. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I have objected to 
the gentleman from Georgia yielding to the gen- 
tleman from New York. I insist on my objec- 
tion reluctantly, but I insist upon it. 

Mr. WELLS. I will proceed with my remarks. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Does the gentle- 
man from Georgia yield the floor unconditionally ? 

Mr. BRANCH. I stated that I would yield 
entirely to the wishes of my friend from Georgia. 


If he desired to proceed this evening, I would with- | 


draw my motion that the committee rise; but if 
he desired to go on some other time, and wished 
to retain the floor, I would insist on it. I under- 
Stand that my friend from Georgia desires that the 
committee should rise, and that there should be an 
adjournment, rather than that he should go on this 
evening. The question is whether the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union will de- 
prive the gentleman from Georgia of his oppor- 
tunity. I have nevér known the committee to 
refuse to any gentleman what is now asked by the 
gentleman from Georgia, that, not desiring to pro- 
ceed this evening, the committee shall rise to let 
him go on another day. I insist on my motion 
that the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN - Does the gentleman from 

torgia waive his privilege to go on with his re- 
marks? 

Mr. HARDEMAN. I understand that there 
will be objection to my proceeding when the com- 
mittee Is in session, another day, if I now yield 
the floor unconditionally. I do not like to lose 
my position; and, although I do not prefer it, yet 

will go on this evening with my remarks. 

Mr. BRANCH. If it meets with the concur- 
rence of my friend, I will withdraw the motion 
that the committee rise. 
ae CLARK, of Missouri. I want to see this 

Ouse adjourn, and for that purpose I want to 
see this committee rise. 
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| has the floor, and I want bim to go on if he wishes 
“nee this evening. 
the CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri is not in order. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. 
| committee do now rise. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has not 
the floor to make that motion. 
Mr. HARDEMAN. | yield the floor for the 
resent. @ 
Mr. WELLS. The floor has been yielded, and 
I will go on. A question of incalculable mo- 


I move that the 





ment 
Mr. BURNETT. I rise to a question of or- 
| der. I understand that Jefferson’s Manual has 


been constituted a part of the rules of this House. 
Now, that Manual is against the practice of read- 
ing speeches, which has grown up here. I want 
| to put a stop to that practice. Members rise here 
_and read speeches which go into the Congres- 
| sional Globe and out into the country as if they 
| were delivered here in this Hall in debate. It is 
| practice not in accordance with the rules of this 
| House. The gentleman from New York holds 
in his hand a printed speech, which he proposes 


present. He proposes that that speech shall go to 
the country as if it were delivered here in debate, 
when it has been set up in type and printed before 
he came into the House. He proposes to have it 
made a part of the printed debates of thts body. 
It isa mere farce. It is but a form; for it is no 
speech, and is such as was never intended to com- 
~ the preserved debates of any delibeffitive 
ody in the world. I make the point of order 
that he cannot proceed to read that paper. Let 
me read the language of Jefferson’s Manual: 





‘* For the same reason a member has not a right to read 
a paper in his place, if it be objected to, without leave of 
the House; but this rigor is never exercised but where 
there is an intentional or gross abuse of the time and pa- 
tience of the House.” 


I make the point that this reading of speeches 
is a great waste of our time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This point of order has 
been overruled a great many times. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


| ground of the uniform precedents on the — 
and the general usage of the House, which has 
|| never been disturbed. 

Mr. BURNETT. I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. Is my appeal debatable? 
| The CHAIRMAN. The appeal is not debat- 
| able. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have to yield to that de- 
| cision; but I think the Chair is equally wrong in 
both of his decisions. 

Mr. HATTON. I hope now the gentleman 
from New York will be allowed to proceed. 





the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee??? and it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. WELLS. A question of incaiculable mo- 
ment is now before the American people for their 
decision—one which the American people only 
can decide. Not to Congress, not to courts, not 
| to Legislative Assemblies or judicial tribunals in 
the States, but to the people only, belongs the 
final decision of this question—a question fraught 
with the most momentous consequences, not only 
to themselves and their posterity, but to the race. 
Of what vast importance is it that-the tribunal 
| which is to decide this question should discharge 
its high trust so as to advance the interests of hu- 
| manity, by establishing its decision upon those 
| principles of truth and justice which are the found- 
| ation of God’s throne, and which alone can keep 
} His footstool from destruction. Before the peo- 
| ple clothe themselves with the judicial power, and 
| decide what may be irreversible, save by the fiat 
| of the Father and Judge of all, each individual 
should strive to fit himself for the right discharge 
of his high function. He should ask that his 
affections may be purified and his intellect en- 
lightened; that he may be able to rise above all 
selfish motives, and, unbiased 7 all disturbing 
influences, may act under the dictates of con- 
science and the inspirations of the Father. He 
should pray that prejudice and passion may not 
be suffered to cloud his reason, and that the Divine 








The Chair overrules the | 
point of order, putting his decision upon the || 


to read—he does not care how many may be || 


The question was taken, ‘* Shall the decision of | 
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—T— adecamntens . ai pannel 
| the gen- | radiance from the Sun of Inte!ligence may illu- 
| tleman to order. The gentleman from Georgia || 


minate his understanding. Then, with pure hands, 
an unclouded intellect, and affections radiant with 
love to God and man, each citizen, clothed with 
the judicial ermine, may fearlessly enter upon the 
discharge of his high trust. 

Now, here, on the thresnold of m argument, 
I bow my soul in humility before the throne of 
Eternal Justice, and pray for the wisdom, the 
love, and the energy, which shall enable me to 
advocate, as I ought, the cause of man before the 
august tribunal of the people—august, because 
the people are images of God, and, clothed with 
sovereignty by Him, their high function is to 
exercise justice and judgment upon the acts of 
their servants who make, execute, and decide the 
laws. 

Of infinite importance is it that the source of 
power, the spring that feeds the stream, should be 
pure as the crystal; for if the fountain is turbid 
at its source, it will carry with it, in solution, the 
impurities of the fen and the morass from which 
itissues. Only as from a virtuous people, from 
the mountains of an elevated spiritual state in the 
individual man, roll the springs of power, through 
towns, and counties, and States, to this Capitol, 


|| will be found concentrated here an ocean of power, 


whose winds and waves even will but purify its 
depths, whose expanded surface shall not only 
bear the wealth of nations, but, under the beam 


| of aSun of Righteousness, shall send up the cloud 





| and the mist, which, wafted to, the remotest rim 


of its mighty realm, shall descend upon the hum- 
blest and the highest, in the dewand rain of equal 
and just laws, replenishing the fountains of its 
power, making their flow perennial,and . wr Union 
perpetual. 

Law, in its application to man, is a rule of con- 
duct commanding what is right and prohibiting 
what is wrong. Obedience to law, as thus de- 
fined, is an essential element of all well-being. 
No man, no society, no nation, no world, can re- 
volve in its appropriate sphere without obedience 
to law. All law is the will expressed of God or 
man. The source of law is indirectly God; the 
Creator of the universe must be its preserver, in 
its parts as well as in the mighty, whole; and 
whether, by direct power and omniscience, He 
holds suns in their spheres or planets in their or- 
bits, nations in their fates, or individuals in their, 
destinies, or whether He acts through instru- 


| mentalities of matter or of mind, the Divine is, in- 
|| directly, in all law, and is the all of law. 
| ever remote the stream of law from its source, its 


How- 


connection is continuous and eternal. His witt, 


| whether expressed in His word or written on His 


works, is immutable, and embraces within its 


| range the worlds of matter and of mind. 


Unless man is self-created and self-existent, he 


|| must himself be subject to the will of his Creator; 
|, and the laws man makes by permission, must ac- 


cord with the law of God; must derive their sanc- 
tion from their agreement with and subordination 
to the laws of God. If they war against His at- 
tributes of Justice and Mercy, they cannot bind 
the conscience, however they may compel the 
act. Once clearly establish that a human law is 
in direct and palpable opposition to the divine, and 
its force, its sanction as a law, is gone. It has 
ceased to be the will of God, and is no longer the 
voice of the people. It may be the voice ofa tyrant 
or a fiend. Whether it be a British stamp act, or 
ship-money act; whether the act of a King, or of 
a British Parliament clothed with the highest au- 
thority on earth; a decision of a Jeffreys, soiling 
the ermine of the bench, or the proclamation that 
Nebuchadnezzar made on the plain of Dura; or 
the decree of Darius, which, like the law of the 
Medes and Persians, altereth not; the teachings of 
Holy Writ and of the fathers of the Revolution 
instruct us that resistance to tyrants is obedience 
to God. And it is better to bleed as our fathers, 
suffer as Hampden, walk through the fiery fur- 
nace with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, or 
be cast into the lion’s den with Daniel, than to 
give the sanction of human law to crimes against 
God and man. 

The momentous question for the people to de- 
cide is, whether our nation, under the forms of 
law, is to sink into a realm of despots and slaves, 
or to rise into a glorious Republic of freemen? 
Whether sterility and death shall finally spread 
a pall over the land, or fertility and life make it 
jubilant with joy? Whether the savannas of 
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the sunny South, and the green hills and valleys 
of the Desth, shall ultimately be tilled by the 
swart descendants of Africans or by our own 
Anglo-Saxons? Whether they shall resound to 
the crack of the overseer’s lash, or echo with the 
cheerful sounds of free labor? Whether the wide 
plantation, with its princely mansion and circle 
of huts, shall dot the surface of our western prai- 
ries, and education languish, religion perish, art 
decay; or whether along our jocund streams shall 


rise the cottager’s humble dwelling, garnished with || 


the woodbine and the rose ; over whose happy 
threshold the free boy, with his merry laugh, 


bounds, with satchel in hand, at the tinkle of the | 


school bell; around whose cheerful winter hearth, | 
while the winds whistle and the snow descends 
without, gathers the sacred circle of home ; the 
decent matron, careful of her children’s hearts, 
and minds, and bodies ; the sturdy man, rough, 
but contented with the toils of life, glancing with 
proud eye upon the simple comforts that surround 
the aslo of jewels that he calls his own, and 
watching with jealous care and manly pride the 
gradual unfoldings of those germs of mind ito 
the graces of a genuine manhood and priceless 
womanhood; knowing that no rude hand will | 
sever the golden chain of love that binds his will- | 
ing heart to the sharer of his life-long joys and 
sorrows; sure that the nurselings of bis cae, 
around whose hearts are twined the fibers of his 
own, will not be torn rudely from his embrace; 


sure that the dayghter of his heart will on the || 


morrow meet him with glad eye and joyful lip; 
sure that the boy whom he expects to support his | 
steps, as they grow feeble with age, will, at the 
appointed time, take his place, and supply his 
vacant chair; confident that the circle of home, 
knit together by the holy ties of affection on earth, 
consecrated to works of use to the neighbor below, 
will be gathered again into a holier and happier | 
circle on high, to dwell forever in God’s wider 
realm of active rest and nobler kingdom.of use 
above—the perfected fruit of obedience to the laws 
of God, which ripens best where the sun of liberty 
shines upon man and society with unclouded ray, | 
and gives free scope, under the influence of free | 


institutions, ip the unshackled faculties of body, 
mind, and heart, to unfold into perfection? 
Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty; not vi- | 
— in Congress or in courts; not in Kings or 
people. Power, in its very nature, is cumulative 
and aggressive. The principle of attraction ap- 
ples to all recipients of power, as well as to the 
globes of space. The larger body draws to itself 
the smaller; the aggregated mass the scattered 
particles; and nothing but the centrifugal will 
overcome or neutralize the centripetal force. Ac- 
tion, activity, ceaseless activity, eternal vigilance, 
is the preservative of all things. No receptacle 
of the delegated powers which inhere only in the 
individual man is free from this attractive influ- | 
ence, 
fathers make this Government one of checks and 
balances. For this purpose, making the grants 
of power as limited as possible; separating, by as 
distinct lines as practicable, the great body of | 
power remaining in the people from that imparted 
to the States, or delegated to the Federal Govern- | 
ment. In the Federal Government, separating 
and defining the functions of its various depart- | 
ments, thereby making the abuse or assumption 
of power more easy of detection, and enhancing 
the responsibility of the public servant; sedu- 
lously providing against the absorptive influence 
of power - the Government, by leaving the great 
bulk of individual freedom and sovereignty un- 
delegated in the people, and by providing for the 
resumption, through peaceful methods, of any 
power delegated which the people might deem in- | 
jurious to their rights; by short terms of office | 
and frequent elections, keeping alive that active | 
interest in governmental affairs among the people, | 
upon the constant exercise of which the safety of | 
the whole depends; lastly, by affording the am- | 
plest protection which the most sacred guarantees | 
could afford to the absolute and inalienable rights | 
of the citizen. The President,as Executive, was | 
to have no legislative, no judicial power, but his | 
qualified veto was a check on hasty or unconsti- | 
tutional legislation. The Serfate, as a coérdinate | 
branch, in its right to make treaties dnd confirm | 
nominations to office, was to be a check upon | 
the executive functions; in its power to try im- 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. A 


Sete ieeetestiscapiin 2. Ae 


residents; not inlordsor aristocracies; butin the || 


A knowledge of this tendency made our || 


| peachments, a limitation of and check upon the 
_ judicial; in its authority to originate and to adopt, 
| or reject or amend laws, acheck on the represent- 
, ative branch. Whilst the House of Representa- 
tives, coming directly from the people, and near- 
est to them in feeling, was intrusted with the 
power to raise revenue, to hold the purse of the 
nation; with the power to impeach all the officers 
of the Government for official crimes; and, to- 
gether with the Senate, the sole power to declare 
war, and to pass all laws within the limits of the 
Constitution. Independent of both the executive 
and the legislative branches; selected for their 
great learning, for their pure and spotless char- 
acters; lifted above the corruptions of the other 
branches of Government; freed by the tenure of 
their office, and by their pursuits as jurists, from 
all motives of earthly ambition likely to conflict 
with the faithful discharge of their dcthen: with 
| no responsibilities but to God and their own con- 
| sciences—to the Supreme Court of the Union was 
| intrusted, as to the cherubim of old, the flaming 
sword of Justice, ‘‘ which turned every way, to 
| keep the way of the tree of life.” Above all, and 
over all, the purifier of them all, the check on all, 
the source of all the powers of the Government, 
with Argus eyes, the sovereign people, with eter- 
nal vigilance as their motto, watch the movements 
of the mighty mechanism of their hands, ready 
at the needed moment to correct, through the sov- 
ereign energy of their potent will, the first en- 
croachment of any part upon the appropriate 
functions of another. 

This Government of ours—thus constructed, 
thus guarded—is a mighty instrument of progress. 
But as it moves along the shining years, freighted 
with%he hopes of humanity, the ceaseless, the 
fearless, the virtuous vigilance of the people, can 
alone make its movements safe, can alone repress 
and confine its elements of power within their ap- 
propriate limits, and keepGovernmentand people 
from being plunged into the gulf of eee 
down which the stateliest Commonwealths have 
toppled into shattered fragments. 





‘The end of Government is to perfect 
The human spirit.” 


| The laws which should govern the individual 
| man should steadily have this object in view— 
| the perfection of the human spirit. All violations 
| ot the laws that govern the individual man delay 
| or frustrate this end. The social laws which reg- 
| ulate man’s relation to his fellow-man have all the 
| same object. Without subordination to the phys- 
_ ical, moral, and religious rules, which are iepeuted 
to govern man, as an individual and as a social 
being, there can be no true progress. By the op- 
eration of those laws, under the Providence of 

God, the capacities aud powers of the individual 
| gradually unfold and grow into a genuine man- 

hood. Robust and vigorous health attend only 
upon purity, temperance, and exercise. Cheer- 
fulness of temper, serenity of mind, holiness of 


not only, with the robust and vigorous animal 
health, which is the fruit of obedience to the laws 
of our animal nature. A sane mind in a sound 
body, is a maxim not less true than trite. But 
health of body is but the base, the foundation of 
the superstructure. Its sensational capacities are 
but the golden gates through which stream in upon 
the intellect images of the world without; the il- 
limitable treasures that are gathered from the mine 
ot the universe; the ** wafted odors’’ that assail 
the sense of smell; the Hesperian fruits that melt 


eee esnenetsnanecanese 


|, into the joys of taste; the music of the woods; 


} * The many tones of air and earth and sea, 
| All instruments of melody, that change 

Still air to music ; yea, the art that gives 
To every thought and love its vocal power ;” 


the glories of nature, the purple flush of morn and 

eve, the “ starry canopy on high,’’ all the blended 
_ beauties of art and nature that stream upon the 
eye, and all the joys of touch that thrill the frame 
|—all this sensational wealth, daguerreotyped 
| upon the human soul in an image and likeness of 
| the visible universe, with all its vast and compli- 

cate phenomena—these stores of wealth, which 
| constitute the rudiments out of which the grand 
| architect which dwells within can build, with end- 
less diversity, stately structures to adorn the 
_ slopes of all coming time—these are but the adorn- 
| ments of the vestibule to the temple of the soul; 
for all these may stand as stony statues in the 


aifection, and power in execution, consist best, if | 











dome of thought, as lifeless as the marble ~ 
as 


cold. Man may 
“Yoke the patient yea 
0 plow the fallow fie} oo 
an - buried treasures a # Matery 
ather the ripe fruit of all : 
« Drink dcep of the Hesperian sr 2 
and yet sink below the level of the beast Ph 
ical power, mental culture, vast attainments)” 
and science, leave the soulacold and barren sn 
until the Promethean fire desce vests 


n a 
izing principle of love jae the vita. 
the dome of thought—not self-love a sae 
the world, not love of ** the world’s ap oo of 
body’s pleasure,’’ but the love of the: neigh 
the love of God; that love which makes the a i, 

ath of duty more joyous than beds of roses: thy 
ove which prompts to works of usefulness. _ 
love which wears the crown of thorns and — 
the bloody cross. When such love enters ul 
fills the human soul, the stony statues turn ag 
ing flesh; the torpor of death springs into the “ 
ergy of life; a glorious sunlight fills the thoughts, 
holy affections sally out in messages of love. ‘4 
come back from their deeds of mercy, 
bees with honey. From under the ‘th 
the dome pours forth the river of life, 
in its course the lands it overflows. T} 
thought is no longer opaque, but like a diamond 
ratliates the beams of the sun of righteousness. 
for then man becomes the Shekinah of the A) 
mighty Through him streams the Divine wisdom. 
from him radiates the Divine love, in him lives the 
Divine power, enlightening, elevating, energizine 
every faculty of his nature. Then man glows in 
the image and likeness of his Maker, and the 
promise is fulfilled. 

Such is an imperfect and hasty sketch of that 
— of the human spirit, which is the on! 
oe aim and end of human government, 

hen the human soul is so perfected, it is q 
heaven; it may be here on earth; for the kingdom 
of God is within us, and mental state depends, 
not so much on the amount of what we know, as 
on the proper application or use of what we know. 
Buried knowledge is a sepulcher; and whether it 
be a single grave or a pyramid, within it is noth- 
ing but dust. Slavery is the sepulcher of knowl- 
edge thus baried. It is a chair upon the body, 
a manacle on the mind, an icy fetter round the 
heart. _Growth—normal, healthful growth—is 
impossible to the slave. As well expect the rose- 
bud, encased in ice, to unfold its petals, as to ex- 
pect the germs of intellect and affection in a slave 
to unfold into a genuine manhood or priceless 
womanhood. From animal indulgence, all the re- 
straining influences, save of fear, are cast aside. 
Mental culture is stopped in its beginnings, bya 
sensual, toilsome, and hopeless life. The rudi- 
ments, the alphabets of knowledge, are cut of 
from him. The fires of intelligence are smothered, 
and in their stead the somber pall of brutal igno- 
rance and stolid indifference o’ercanopies the soul. 
Within its firmament shine no luminaries, twinkle 
no stars. The ample page of God’s works writ- 
ten on the face of nature is dimmed and blurred; 
and the will of God, revealed in his word, is al- 
most unknown, because the power “ to search the, 
Scriptures’’ is denied. His affectional nature is 
perverted at its source. Self rules supreme. The 
fountains of affection are turned in upon himself. 
The outlets are all blocked up. He can become 
an image only of those pestilent pools which re- 
ceive but never issue forth, the springs of the 


’ and 
laden like 


reshold of 
fertilizing 
he dome of 


mountain—whose stagnant and slimy wave be-. 


comes the home of the reptile, and from whose 
putrescent surface rise the miasmatic vapors of 
death. His love cannot go forth, save in adulter- 
ous lust to her whose chaste affections should 
build around him a panoply of power to resist 
every impure desire. His affections cannot weave 
themselves into the interests of his offspring, stim- 
ulating him to self-sacrificing toils for their tem- 
— good, and to a stainless life, in the paths of 
uty, as an example to lead them to eternal happ!- 
ness. His love of county, that ennobling clement 
of moral and mental wealth, has no scope for &- 
tion. No common interest makes him ready, like 
Winceleried, to gather the spears of his country * 
enemies into his own bosom; no temple of fame 
lifts its airy dome in the distance, calling forth 
the dormant energies of his soul, to climb the 
steep where it shines afar. The toil-worn a 
—the darkened intellect, the dwarfed and blight 
affection—is the lot of the slave. Say not his lot 
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